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By Xin Zhen ’19
In the interest of full disclosure, Xin Zhen ’19 is a club member 
of The Chinese Cultural Association.
 The Chinese Cultural Association (CCA) celebrates 
5,000 years worth of Chinese history. Members of the
club learn about traditions within the Chinese community 
through events and meetings.
 The club was created by Linda Zhang ’20 and  
Jonathan Li ’20, the president and vice president of the club. 
They worked together to form CCA hoping to attract 
students of different ages and ethnicities.
 Club meetings are held Mondays, during eleventh 
period after school, and are advised by Ms. Khrisna Alvarez, a
chemistry teacher.
 The new club was created in the Spring semester 
of 2018 and has since gained many members. The club has 
attracted over 40 members since its formation, many of 
which speaking different Chinese dialects ranging from the 
well-known, like mandarin and cantonese, to a rarer 
dialect called toishanese. The club has also gathered many 
students of different cultures and ethnicities such as those 
of the Mexican and Jewish cultures, as well as those 
members from other parts of Asia.
 Other schools have similar clubs, such as Stuyvesant 
and Brooklyn Tech.
 “Our club is unique because Midwood is more 
diverse than most high schools. What this creates is a 
melting pot where different students from different 
ethnicities attend our club to learn about the Chinese culture 
and bringing their own culture making the club unique,” 
said Zhang ’20.
 Sarah Gur ’20 said, “I joined the club because I 
genuinely like the Chinese culture and want to educate and 
involve myself in it more.”
 According to the David Liu ’20, the club itself is s
pecial because it actually participates in events that teach
students about the Chinese culture, unlike other clubs which
only take place in school.
 Updates on meetings and events are posted in the 
Facebook group called Chinese Culture Association with the 
cover photo drawn by Sammi Lin ’19 of the group. This group 
is a way for the president and vice president to post and inform 
the members of the meeting times and places for events as 
well as changes in club meeting dates. The events are coordinated 

Chinese Cultural Association Celebrates Traditions

studies. Liewise, Urban History is available to current 
sophomores. However, those who are Gilder Lehrman students 
are prioritized to be selected.
 “Students should take Urban History because we want 
[them] to be involved in their communities,” said Mr. Eugene 
Resnick. “The Urban History class is a way for students to 
learn about different communities in New York City. We learn 
[about] history, policy, and what’s going on presently. We think 
about [what] the city should look like, what makes a liveable 

city, what has worked in the past, and what can work in the 
future. By thinking about these issues, we want to encourage 
more civic engagement with the issues facing our 
communities.”
 America in Vietnam is offered to current juniors, but 
priority is given to continuing Gilder Lehrman students,  and 
then all current juniors.
 Criminology is a new course that will be offered in 
the fall in which current sophomore Humanities students in the 
law track are given priority. Students who have taken both 
Introduction to Law and Criminal Justice can choose to take 
this class. 
 Humanities  students  in  the  law  track who are not 
interested in Criminology can choose any English or social 
studies electives. 
 Lastly, Community Service is available to all students.
         According to Tu Tu Kwok ’19, who is currently taking 
Community Service, students work in non-profit organizations 
in the community and log their hours to keep track of them 

By Fanny Zhao ’19
 It’s almost time to choose your classes for the fall se-
mester. There are required classes you have to take for the next 
semester, and there are also many electives you can take.
 Electives are optional classes students choose to take. 
There are different science, math, social studies, foreign 
language and English electives offered. 
 For example, current freshmen in the modern 
science track of the Medical Science program can choose be-
tween Medical Issues or Psychobiology. Current sophomores
in this track can choose from Anatomy and Physiology, 
Forensics, Medical Issues, and Psychobiology. Current Juniors 
can choose any of these science electives.
 Sports Med and Emergency Med are both electives 
taught by the physical education department which are offered 
to anyone who wants to take it. Students who take this class
 receive a science credit.
 Srijani Banerjee ’19 is currently taking Forensics, in
which students are analyzing blood spatter.
 “Solving crimes is interesting to me,” said Banerjee. 
“It’s a hands-on class where I get to learn a lot of techniques to 
solve certain cases.”
 Current sophomores in the pre-engineering track 
can choose either Mechatronics or AutoCAD. 
 Furthermore, math electives offered are Microsoft 
Suite, Intro to Python, Statistics, and Advanced Topics in 
Mathematics. Microsoft Suite is offered to freshmen, Intro to 
Python is for current freshmen and sophomores, and juniors can 
take Statistics and Advanced Topics in Mathematics.
 According to Mr. Samuel Keener, who teaches 
Microsoft Suite, students in the class learn to use productivity
programs like Word and Excel “like professionals.” 
Students also learn the basics of computer coding.
 In the social studies department, A.P. Capstone Social 
Science is offered to current freshmen in the Humanities
program who must apply to be considered. Current Humanities 
sophomores in A.P. Capstone can choose to take AP. Human
Geography or any English or social studies electives.
 Seerat Tarar ’20 is taking A.P. Capstone Social Science 
where she said students work on college level papers and 
presentations with skills such as communication, teamwork,
 and individual research.
 “I took the class since it was an opportunity to do 
higher level learning while still in high school, and it’s also a 
great program and looks very good on college applications,” 
said Tarar. “I personally like the class since there’s always some-
thing new to learn, and it’s a challenge so it never gets boring.”
 In addition, A.P. Human Geography is available to 
all students, but current Humanities sophomores in A.P. Cap-
stone Social Science who apply are guaranteed acceptance. 
 Introduction to Law is also open to all students; how-
ever, priority is given first to current freshmen Humanities 
students who select the law track, and then to current s
ophomore Humanities students who are doubling up in social 

for a total of 60 hours by the end of the semester. Students 
meet up once a week to do a written assignment usually about 
their plans in college or after college, but the assignments vary.
 “I love it because it’s nice to gain some experience, 
which you could fill your resume with and give back to the 
community too,” said Kwok, “and it’s easy to pass.”
 Foreign language electives like A.P. Spanish and 
A.P. French are offered to students who passed the LOTE 
exam and have a 90 or above in their Spanish or French class. 
Moreover, Spanish 7 and 8 and French 7 and 8 are for students 
who have taken the language for three years in Midwood. 
 According to Ms. Teresa Fernandez, the Assistant 
Principal of the World Languages and ENL Department, A.P. 
French is returning as an elective after it was removed 12 years 
ago. It was removed because of budget cuts and not enough stu-
dents were taking the course. In addition, Latin will be offered 
to current freshmen humanities students. If enough students 
sign up for the Latin, it will become a class.
 Yosselin Castillo Morales ’19 is taking A.P. Spanish
and is learning more about the Spanish culture.
 “The class is a great way of further advancing one’s 
skills on the language,” said Morales. “It certainly helps 
challenge you to try and better yourself.”
 Ms. Susanna Sala, who currently teaches Spanish 7, 
said, “I always recommend students to continue Spanish and 
learn more. The more Spanish the better.”
 According to Ms. Sala, the class focuses more on 
current events and students are able to “use more imagination.” 
Last year, students have been making videos in Spanish about 
any topic, like what they did for vacation, and exchanging 
them to a middle school in Spain.
 English electives are classes students choose to take 
in addition to another English class. For example, the current 
electives offered are A.P. Language and Composition, A.P. 
Literature and Composition, Art and Literature, Public Speaking, 
A.P. Capstone-Science Research, Drama, True Crimes, African 
American Literature and Culture, Scientific Non-Fiction, and 
Yearbook.
 A.P. Language and Composition, A.P. Literature 
and Composition, Art and Literature, and A.P. Capstone- 
Science Research are all year-long classes and are offered to 
current sophomores and juniors; all the other electives have 
a separate fall semester course and a spring semester course 
and are for current juniors. In addition, these courses are 
open to a few current sophomores who choose to take them.
 Stephanie Wong ’19 said, “I would recommend 
this class to students who are really interested in differ-
ent styles of writing, writing techniques, and writing struc-
tures, as this will help people become better critical readers.” 
 Current LASI juniors can choose from any of the 
above electives, unless there are prerequisite classes for the 
electives. All students should start thinking about what elec-
tives they want to take so that it prepares them when they 
have their schedule meeting with their guidance counselors.

by Zhang ’20 and Li ’20.
 “During meetings, the members listen to the president 
and vice president address plans for upcoming events as well as
reflect upon recent events. We watch videos put together 
by Linda with the photos from the events. It’s a fun experience
and the videos show the excitement the club members have 
at each event,” said Josias Gonzalez ’19.

 Ryan Chen ’20 said, “The events that this club 
participates in are not too well planned. Despite the accuracy 
of plansfor the location of events as discussed by our president 
and the corporations, there are often other clubs and schools 
that alsopartake in these events, leaving our president unsure of 
whather members should assist in. Each event is very 
enjoyable, although some may be very chaotic and 
disorganized, being able to spend time with friends and 
helping the community is always great.”
 The club has since attend-

Fall Electives Appeal to  a Variety of Interests  

Ms. Manno’s class presents different  
perspectives about the Vietnam War. 

ed two different events taking place in Manhattan, 
the Lunar New Year Parade and the Lunar 
New Year Firecracker Festival.
 “I attended the New year Firecracker 
Festival which was a lot of fun. We helped 
out local companies set up their booths 
and made the festival more fun. I was put into a 

Pluto costume to walk around in to take pic-
tures with children. I was able to give the
 children fun experiences and I also had fun 
dressed up as a Disney character,” said Liu ’

19.
 In addition to the Chinese New 
Year Festival and the Lunar New Year 
Parade, the club also participated in the 
Asian festival partnering up with the 
C-Pop Club, K-Pop Club, and the South 
Asian Student Association which took 
place on March 14.
 “The Asian Festival is a show 
where a variety of cultures from Asia come 
together to participate in an exciting and

well-coordinated event. The event celebrates
 the unique cultures and traditions that 
exist in Asia itself and shows the diversity 
of Midwood,” said Li ’20.
 The Asian Festival included acts such as
 Asian Legends, an instrumental called
 Moon Represents My Heart, 
C-pop dances and vocals, and 
a South Asian Fashion Show.

 According to Zhang 
’20, many CCA members in 
the festival are participating in performances such as 

dancing, singing, origami, and playing instruments. Many 
members are also assisting backstage with lights, sound
effects, and the overall organization of the event.
 The club will be hosting many more events in the 
future that don’t necessarily have to do with the chinese culture.
 “The club doesn’t only focus on the Chinese culture 
but rather a club that teaches you about Chinese culture through
events and is a club open to new ideas,” said Gonzalez ’20.
 According to Li, it’s not too late to join the club and 
there are many more fun events to come.

Ms. Alvarez is the adviser of the Chinese Cultural
Association club. 
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