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Guidance Counselors Join 
Midwood Swarm By  Cody Liang ’19, Brandon Kong ’19 and Jared 

Hwee ’19
 The Midwood Ocean Science Team B, led by Ms. 
Kimberly Lau, overcame rough waves to place sixth against 
24  other high schools in the National Ocean Sciences Bowl.
            “We were tested from a variety of questions based off 
of our knowledge on all aspects of oceanography,” said Sonel 
Rubenstein ’19, an active member of the Ocean Science team.
“Some of these questions covered the biological, chemical, 
and historical features of the ocean.”
 Established in 1998, during the International Year 
of the Ocean, the purpose of the competition was to increase 
knowledge of the ocean and ocean research in the minds of 
high school students. In addition, the competition hopes to 
increase public awareness on the significance of the ocean’s 
ecological and economic services. 
 The competition offers students a chance to build their 
foundations in future 
ocean sciences related ca-
reers.  It exposes them to 
the field at an earlier age. 
 Despite its 
name, preparing for the 
competition also helps 
strengthen abilities in 
general science, such as 
chemistry, biology and 
earth science. 
 Henry Hua ’20, 
an Ocean Science stu-
dent, claims that practic-
ing for the Ocean Science 
Bowl reinforces his 
knowledge of science 
in general. 
 “Ms. Lau 
teaches us a vari-
ety of scientific top-
ics that really stem 
from our other classes,” says Hua 
’20. “The things we learn in the Ocean Science class also give 
us more understanding on things we learn in other classes.” 
 The team’s knowledge was challenged by three 
different types of questions: toss-up, bonus, and team 
challenge questions. 
 “Everybody plays a special part in the event,” said 
Kathy La ’19, a substitute for the team. “For example, someone 
may be responsible for knowing the history of the ocean while 
another person is responsible for remembering the scientific 
names of marine organisms.”
           Toss-up questions featured four active players from 
each team buzzing their buttons to answer a series of questions. 
Bonus questions are a set of short answer questions given to 
teams that have correctly answered the previous toss-up. Finally, 
teams are given two to five minutes to answer an essay-type team 
challenge question worth 20 points that can contain any topics 
from oceanography.
 Fern Bromley ’18 said, “During the competition it’s 

Ocean Science Team Places Sixth 
honestly really intense because you want to succeed, but it’s
really fun and exciting. The atmosphere is kind of tense, but 
within our team itself its more energetic because we all like being 
there.” 
 Though the teams did not place first this year, Ms. 
Lau has not given up. Learning from past competitions, she has 
improved her lessons to accommodate each individual 
member’s weaknesses. Practice is held every day after school, 
sometimes until period 10. The A and B team practice by 
simulating the competition as closely as possible, including 
real buzzers, a timer and sticking to the rules.        
 Many schools were dominated by this years B team, 
including Brooklyn Tech, Stuyvesant and Horace Mann. The 
teams have practiced extensively and have been training for 
months on end. Knowing each other so well elevated their 
game play overall. 
 “They’re probably the best B team I’ve ever had,” said 

Mrs. Lau. “I’m confident 
in their abilities, and I 
am glad to see that they 

themselves are mo-
tivated to try and 
win. I have had this
team since they 
were freshmen, 
which allows me to 
train them to 
their maximum po-
tential.” 
 Every student 
on the ocean science 
team has been hand-
picked by Mrs. Lau. 

Students who are 
chosen for the team 
are expected to study 
consistently because 
students must answer 
questions that require

 deep understanding of multiple science subjects. In addition 
to sciences, the teams are required to study pop culture and 
maritime history. 
 Ultimately, the Ocean Science team and the class’s 
participation in the Ocean Science Bowl was enjoyable for 
competitors and the audience alike. 
 “It was so much fun, it was the best thing ever!” 
Sonel ’19 exclaimed with a smile. “The food was great and I 
was able to meet so many different people.”
 As the Midwood Ocean Science Team prepares to 
move onward in their quest to tackle the hardest competitions, 
they will also carry with them their teamwork and dedication. 
 “Seeing your classmates and teammates progress 
through the challenges is amazing, it makes you realize how hard
they work for these competitions. It’s like a symbiotic
 relationship,” says Hua ’20. 
 The Ocean Science team is constantly preparing, 
and Mrs. Lau is incessantly searching for students who have 
potential and are dedicated to winning these competitions.

By Oscar Mendoza ’19, Mohigul Nasimova ’19, and 
Eric Huang ’19
 In college, students have to make academ-
ic decisions themselves, but in high school, they are 
supported and guided by their guidance counselors. 
 Midwood currently has 16 guidance counselors, 
4 of whom are new this year: Ms. Megan Thomas, Ms. Kris-
tine Fitzpatrick, Ms. Victoria Powell, and Ms. Prairna Sethi.
 Ms. Thomas recently graduated from NYU Grad-
uate School where she got her Master’s Degree in School 
Counseling. This is her first year as a guidance counselor 
and she said the experience is great so far. She also said that 
the job is very demanding, but that she enjoys the challenge.  
 She likes Midwood and thinks it a great 
school with a large diverse student population. Accord-
ing to Ms. Thomas, the school has a great staff of teach-
ers and APs who have helped her transition into her new job.
 Originally, Ms. Thomas was a graphic designer, but she 
didn’t enjoy the job much, which is partly the reason why she be-
came a guidance counselor. She considers herself a “people per-
son” and being a graphic designer taught her to be creative, which 
is always helpful when working with students. She loves her new 
job and is looking forward to meeting and helping more students.
 Ms. Fitzpatrick, who recently graduated from 
Brooklyn College, was a substitute teacher and a bank-
er before beginning her career as a guidance counselor. 
 “I feel that it’s important that you stick around for your 
students and get involved in your school,” said Ms. Fitzpatrick.

 

Ms. Fitzpatrick has recently started a new program, 
Restorative Circles, where students, picked based on similar 
schedules,  meet in small groups to do activities, lessons, and 
discussions. Once the program is finished, new students are 
then introduced into the group. 
 Another program, Mindfulness Training, was also 
introduced by Ms. Fitzpatrick and other counselors. Mindful-
ness Training focuses on being more “grounded” by practicing 
Buddhist meditation and yoga in order to be more relaxed a
nd calm. 
 Ms. Powell transferred to Midwood because a program 
she was part of in Transit Technical High School faded 
away. In her previous school, she was a teacher for two years
and then switched over to be a guidance counselor.
 “When I entered Midwood, I felt comfortable and 
warm as students and teachers were welcoming. As a former 
Midwood graduate, I felt right at home,” she said. 
 Ms. Powell said she enjoys talking and helping 
students and gets happy about their success. She mentioned
she also likes talking to students because she learns about the 
latest trends and get updates on their lives.  
 Ms. Sethi, another NYU graduate, has been preparing 
for the career of a guidance counselor for three years. She 
worked and volunteered in many schools at a young age and 
helped students throughout her life. She stated she has always 
enjoyed spending time with students and helping them.
 “There is a sense of community at this school, and that 
is something I always wanted to be a part of,” said Ms. Sethi.
 At the age of 16, Ms. Sethi started volunteering 
at her elementary school and was able to educate kindergar-
ten students. During her college years, she worked in a pre-
school to help disabled children. Most of her work was with 
younger kids. She stated she came to realize that she favored 
working with high school students because there is a level 
of understanding with them that younger kids don’t have.
 Her difficult high school experience also contributed 
to her career as a counselor. As a minority student at a 
predominantly white school, she stood out and “felt isolated 
due to the conflicting cultures.”
 Ms. Sethi said, “It felt like nobody at my school 
understood me. Nobody in terms of guidance counselors and 
people who were supposed to understand. I really wanted to be 
that person for other kids.”

By Tiffany Fu ’19 and Karriem Lomas ’19
 Botley Crue, the Robotics team, placed 11 out of 30 
in the most recent competition at the NYC Championship at 
Townsend Harris High School on February 25. With a team of 13 
people, students work long hours to prepare for the competition.
 At the previous tournament, Dalton, on February 18, 
the team got an award for best design and the inspire award, which 
allowed them to qualify 
for the City-Wide cham-
pionship, Relic Recovery 
Game. This is the first 
technological challenge for 
high school students city-
wide to compete against 
each other. 
 The other tems 
did not recieve awards in 
the previois qialifier, mak-
ing Botley Crue the only 
Midwood team to advance 
to the city championship.
 Mr.Camero  Jahn, 
AutoCAD teacher and the 
primary robotics coach 
said, “First, you have them 
learn the rules in the rule 
book. We’ve been prepar-
ing for years. First you 
start off in robotics, pro-
gramming legos then go into 
mechatronics, using the same type of parts in the competition. 
Some kids prepare by being in AP computer science, learning 
how to code. Then, we set up the field to be as close as the com-
petition as possible. Then let the kids figure it out on their own.” 
 To score points, you have glyphs(cubes) , placed in 
the in the crypto box, an idol(relic) and other means. During
the autonomous period, the first thirty seconds, the team can 
knock down the opposing team’s jewel, (plastic ball placed in a 
holder where they start off) to score points according to the team 
color. During the last thirty seconds of the game, the teams can 
score more points by getting the relic to a placemat outside the 
field.

 Ms. Lisa Ali, robotics teacher, said, “We had tons of 
obstacles. Issue with our order. We didn’t receive our products 
so we had to go back and forth. Even after the competition.
 It still didn’t come yet.” 
 Each group member was assigned roles by the 
teacher. There is a captain, five builders, three programmers,
electrical engineer, material manager engineering notebooker, 

and 3D designer.
 Julie Margolin 
’19, Captain of Botley 
Crue, said, “We faced 

a lot of difficul-
ties.
 Most things we 
did didn’t work 
the first time and 
we were pressed 
for time. We or-
dered some ma-
terials ourselves 
and spent count-
less hours work-

ing on the robot after 
school and on the 
weekends in order to 
prepare ourselves for
 the competition.”
        Though the Bot-

ley Crue members were 
mostly independent 

through the whole process, both teachers supplied the team 
with advice and taught them what would be required 
during this event. Neither teacher was able to assist the team 
with building or programming during the FIRST Tech Chal-
lenge, since the point of this competition was to allow the 
teams to work together in order to resolve the issues they 
encountered during the challenge. 
        Anthony Guan ’19, builder and electrical engineer said, 
“One of the plenty of difficulties we faced was almost not 
qualifying for the relic games. We lost the first qualifier due to 

Botley Crue Programs Robots at Relic Games
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New guidance counselor Vcitoria Powell 
sits in her office.

Julie Margolin ’19 guiding the Botley Crue team. 

Ocean science team strategizing during a competition. 
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