
By Willis Wong ’19
 Florida high school student Nikolas Cruz shot 34 
people, killing 17 and injuring 17 others at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School on February 14. He was charged with pre-
meditated murder and attempted murder; 17 charges of each. 
 According to previous health records, Cruz had a pattern 
of mental problems and had been known to own firearms before. 
Along with that, past social media posts, such as those on Cruz’s 
Snapchat account, have shown disturbing videos belonging to him. 
 This  recent tragedy has stirred the world with discus-
sions about gun control laws in the United States, especially in 
Florida.
 Gun control laws in America have been lenient and 
easy to bypass. People like Cruz are easily getting hold of 
firearms, which could lead to similar incidents in the future. 
 Restrictions on age and previous conviction records 
limit who can purchase firearms legally in some places in the 
United States.
 Some states also require a license or a per-
mit to purchase or possess firearms, or require the 
firearm to be officially registered with the police. 
 However, Florida does not include these restrictions. 
According to their official state laws, buyers of firearms do not 
need a state license to purchase firearms, they do not need to reg-
ister their firearms (in fact, it is a crime to record a registry of le-
gal firearm owners), and there are no background checks needed. 
 Not only that, but Florida has no restric-
tions on private rs, meaning that even if a registered fire-
arms seller refuses to sell you a gun, it is still easy 

to purchase a firearm privately from another person. 
        Compared to gun control laws in New York, Florida has 
almost no limitations at all. In New York, you need a permit, 
registration, license, and a carry license for handguns and long 
guns. New York also has various restrictions placed on mag-
azines and carrying firearms in pub-
lic, all laws that Florida does not have. 
 These laws have a huge effect 
on the number of gun deaths per state. 
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), Flori-
da had 3,100 deaths due to firearms in 
2015. However, in New York, the death 
count due to firearms in 2015 was 850.
        Some people believe that the gun laws in 
Florida do not need to be changed. President 
Trump suggested on Twitter “the possibil-
ity of giving ‘concealed guns to gun adept 
teachers with military or special training.’” 
 However, the chances of a teacher being able to shoot 
the attacker would be unrealistic. Human error, along 
with the stress of the situation, would make it hard for 
the teacher to be able to shoot the attacker correctly. 
 Along with that, the chance of shooting the wrong per-
son is high, as there are many other innocent students among the 
attackers.
 Not only that, many problems come with arming 
school staff with firearms. Agile children would be able to take 
the gun from the teachers. Stressed-out teachers might threaten 

By Maddie Paterna ’19
In the interest of full disclosure, Maddie Paterna was one of the 
organizers of the walkout. 
 A time for change has come, and students are taking 
action.
 On Valentine’s Day, 2018, 17 people were shot 
and killed by 19-year-old Nikolas Jacob Cruz at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High school after he entered the build-
ing bearing an AR-15 semi-automatic rifle. At 2:21 PM, a 
staff member heard a gunshot and called for a lockdown.
 In response to this tragic event, on Wednesday, March 
14, there was a walkout led by Midwood students. 
At 10:00 am, students walked out of the building and 
sat down in the schoolyard across from Midwood. 
 At first, there was some trouble getting people to sit 
down as there was no microphone, so students ended up using 
“the people’s mic,” a tactic used to amplify voices without a mi-
crophone, also used during 2011’s Occupy Wall Street protest.
 Seventeen students: Ainon Hia Kazol ’18, Ariana Bar-
rantes ’18, Summer Boone ’19, Noran Abo-Donia ’18, Victoria 
Bayevskiy ’20, Maya Engstrom ’18, Rana Mohomed ’18, Alexis
Buckner ’18, Alexandra Pakhomov ’18, Sophia Paone ’18, 
Jessica Vittoriano ’18, Yona Browne ’19, Ermiyas Harper 
’19, Zyhra Castro ’20, Naomi Lee ’19, and Ibrahim Moham-
med ’19 volunteered to research a victim of the Parkland high 
school shooting and write a speech commemorating them. 
 These students bravely stood up in front of their peers 
and spoke about each person who was lost.
 Each speech was powerful and moving. They includ-

students. 
 If guns are given to school staff, it could lead to 
more accidental gunshot deaths due to having such easy ac-
cess to guns. According to Aftermath, a group that cleans up 
blood spills and biohazardous trauma, about 3,800 people 

in the United States have died 
due to unintentional shootings. 

 Along with that, their 
statistics show that unin-
tentional gunshot deaths 
are more frequent in 
states with more guns and 
easier gun availability. 
 In order to prevent fu-
ture deaths due to guns and 
shooting incidents, gun con-
trol laws across the nation 

should be tightened so that fewer 
people will have access to firearms. 

 For Florida and other similar states, background 
checks should be required and registration for firearms 
should be required for purchase. While giving teachers guns 
would seem like a solution, it could lead to more deaths.
 Guns should not be easy to obtain due to the dan-
ger that they bring towards the general public. Keeping 
people safe should be a priority for the United States, but al-
lowing such dangerous weapons be kept under flimsy laws 
or under no laws at all is doing the complete opposite.

ed details about each victim’s life, what they loved, 
and how their friends and family viewed them.
 Kazol wrote a speech commemo-
rating Jamie Guttenberg, a 14-year-old who 
was killed as a result of the horrific Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas school shooting.
 “Before the walkout, these victims were 
just names to us,” she said. “It hit me that they’re 
just like us, with funny and goofy nicknames.”
 The speeches were emotional, and 
there were many tears shed. It was truly a mo-
ment of honor and respect to those who were mur-
dered, and it ensured that they did not die in vain.
 “It’s so easy to make them into mar-
tyrs for this fight and forget they were real people. 
They had lives and passions, and I don’t want any-
one to forget that,” Summer Boone ‘19 said. She 
wrote about Alyssa Alhadeff, who was 14 years old.
 Senior Alexis Buckner had a friend who 
was close to one of the victims, Nicholas Dworet, 
a 17-year-old who was a victim of the massacre. 
 She said she was honored to be 
able to speak about him in front of so many people.
 The speeches took longer than the expected 17 min-
utes, but it was worth it. Every single person who was killed 
needed to be remembered, and these students made sure of that.
 “They were kids like you and I,” Ermiyas Harper 
’19 said. “It’s our job to fight for those who now are not able 
to.” Harper spoke for Chris Hixon, a 49 year old wrestling 

By Elizabeth Maharaj ’19 and Zehaa Albraidi ’19
 Imagine going to school one day, not knowing whether 
students at your school will get shot. Imagine being a parent ,
hearing on the news that there has been another school 
shooting, and thinking it’s your child’s 
school and there’s a chance they got hurt. 
 Three months into 2018, there have already been 
at least 12 school shootings. As people, friends, and fam-
ily members of the victims are protesting for gun control, 
President Trump believes adding guns to this problem is going 
to make it safer. He believes teachers should be armed while 
in school.
 The school shooting that led to this idea occurred on 
February 14, 2018, when Nikolas Cruz, 19, opened fire with an 
AR-15 rifle at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. This 
shooting was one of the deadliest school shootings in U.S his-
tory, leading to 17 victims dying and many others wounded.
 Students are now worrying about their lives being 
in danger while being in school, and the fact that teachers are 
going to be armed doesn’t make some students feel any safer. 
 “I would probably not go to school anymore 
because my life would be in danger,” said Amal Alzokari ’19. 
“Teachers should not be able to have any access to guns be-
cause having more guns would just cause more shootings. 
In order to control school shooting, we must limit guns.” 
 Alzokari isn’t the only student who would 
probably stop going to school. Christina Wu ’19 believes that 
if a teacher gets agitated enough, they may use the gun on the 
students. 
 Think about how much money the United States will 
have to spend in order to arm every teacher in Amer-
ica. It will cost a lot of money just for our school.
 “Arming teachers with guns is a waste of tax dollars 
and puts students and staff members at risk,” Wu said. “If a student 

coach and Athletic Director who died in the shooting.
 This is a small step in a long journey to change, 
but Midwood contributed greatly, and it’s something to be 
proud of. It was, indeed, a beautiful day to be a Hornet.
 “We’re all part of something so much greater than walk-
ing out of Midwood,” said Maya Engstrom ’18, who wrote a speech 
for 15-year-old Peter Wang. “I know for a fact that this is some-
thing kids will be reading about in their textbooks in the future.

gets a hold of the gun that a teacher has, people could be harmed.”
 If Trump’s idea goes into play, just about 
any student could get a hold of a gun and start shoot-
ing since the guns are only a few steps away from them. 
 Samer Alharbi, a student who attends the John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, believes that being a Muslim might 
cause him harm. 
 “Personally for me, since I am a Muslim, what 
if there’s Islamophobic teachers in 
the school? I would be insecure, and 
I’ll be fearing for my life,” he said. 
 According to the New York 
Times article “Let the Teachers Teach,” 
written by the Times editorial board, even 
police officers hit their targets only one-
third of the time, and since teachers are 
only human, there is a chance that they 
will panic and shoot the wrong person if 
they are put into a situation where there is 
a school shooter and they need to shoot. 
 “I think some stu-
dents would want teachers to have 
guns just in case there is a school 
shooter, a teacher can just take the 
gun and shoot,” said Nalain Ab-
bas ’18. Abbas doesn’t want teachers 
to have guns, but he can see why some students would.
 “A few years back, there were police officers sta-
tioned in every school,” said Mr. Brian Molter, one of the 
deans and an art teacher who wants to bring back police as a 
better solution for this situation. “If a little smelly, old li-
quor store on Flatbush Ave can offer to pay a police officer to 
moonlight and protect their store, the school system can defi-
nitely offer a retired police officer to protect the school.”

 According to the Task & Post, it takes months for 
a Marine to learn how to shoot a gun and hit a target, and 
teachers probably won’t have the time to learn how to use a 
gun and have a whole lesson plan ready for their students, 
which is why some teachers believe they shouldn’t have guns. 
 “Overall, teachers are untrained, and it is a very 
unreasonable idea because now students will even try to make the 
teacher their first victim,” said Mr. David Walters, a math teacher. 

“They let an armed man 
come in without knowing, 

imagine how students 
would react knowing 
all teachers are armed.” 
 Teachers are 
here to teach, so se-
curity guards should 
be the ones to have 
guns, said Mr. 
Giovanni Gil, a math 
teacher. He believes 
that to get a gun, a 

person must go through 
a whole screening pro-

cess and a background check. 
 Parents don’t know 
what’s going to happen to their 

kids during school. As parents, they should not have to be  
worried about their kids being in a threatening environment. 
 “As a parent and a teacher, I believe students should 
feel safe at school and be there to get an education,” said Mila 
Tolkacheva, parent of Vasilisa Tolkacheva ’19. “Having us 
hold guns takes away that feeling. It’s not practical. There are oth-
er solutions to this issue that can and should be taken,” she said. 
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Hia Kazol ’18 commemorating a victim of the 
Parkland Shooting.
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Stronger Gun Control Laws Are Common Sense

We Can’t Vote, But We Can March

Student Perspectives...

Will Arming Teachers Limit Gun Violence? 

Student Opinion

A student learns how to properly 
use a gun.
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