
By Alexa Delacruz ’19 
 Thousands of students from Midwood and 
all around America walked out of school on March 
14 in peaceful protest for gun reform in America.
 Our school walkout was organized by students Nao-
mi Giancola ’19 and Madeline Paterna ’19. The walkout took 
place during fourth period and lasted up to the middle of fifth. 
Students left school in order to honor those killed in the mas-
sacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, 
Florida, on February 14 and to speak out against gun violence.
 “We both felt that it was extremely important for 
students to speak out about gun control, as too often our 
voices are silenced,” said Paterna ’19. “For me it’s also be-
cause I started feeling unsafe in my school, and no student 
should have to choose between their safety and education.” 
 They organized the walkout by first getting permis-
sion from principal Mr. Michael McDonnell. They then created 
a Midwood Student Walkout page on Facebook and Instagram to 
spread the word about the event and encourage people to come. 
 “This shooting affected me and my peers,” 
said Kiran Siddiqui ’18. “No one could never believe 
such a tragedy could occur by the hands of someone who 
is our age, and it was so easy for him to carry it out.”   
 “What inspired me to do the walkout was that I am just 
super fed up that children are dying because of things that can 
be stopped,” said Giancola ’19. “Also that our government isn’t 
doing anything about guns and the issues surrounding them.”
 Everyone participating walked out into the school yard 
across the street. Teachers were notified not to stop anyone who 
wished to leave. A group of students read aloud the names of 
the victims and a short paragraph on each victim, sharing details 
about their lives and things they liked, such as their favorite show 
or music artist. The students surrounding the speakers also used 
the phrase “MIC CHECK” to amplify the speaker’s speech. A 
paragraph was also read aloud in honor of Courtlin Arrington, 
one of the most recent victims that passed away at a school 
shooting in Huffman High School. There was also a moment 
of silence at the end of the walkout in honor of all the victims.  
 “I hope that the walkout will raise awareness in school 
about guns because I feel like we never get to talk about these 
kinds of issues but they are such a big deal,” Giancola ’19 said. 
“It involves our safety, and that should always be a big deal. 
I also hope that this prompts my peers to formulate their own 
opinions on guns because everyone deserves to have a voice.”

 The Women’s March Youth Empower organized the 
national student walkout for March 14. Their purpose for the 
walkout was to “protest Congress inaction,” to do more than 
just announce thoughts and prayers from the massive amount 
of gun violence across our country. They want Congress to pass 
better gun control laws to keep people safe at school and oth-
er public spaces. They also believe students and staff should 
have the right to go to school and learn in a safe environment 
without worrying about being gunned down in their classrooms. 
 “It’s important for 
students to walk out because 
safety inside schools directly 
affects students,” said Rreze 
Kadrijaj ’19. “It’s also important 
to start creating stricter gun laws 
so Parkland doesn’t happen 
again.”
 Those participating 
in the student walkouts were 
encouraged to wear orange, since 
it’s the color used by many who 
support gun control. Students 
made posters, marched, had 
moments of silences, read 
speeches or poems, and even 
distributed orange ribbons for  
gun violence awareness during 
their walkouts.
 More than 3,100 walk-
outs were conducted across the 
country, and over 185,000 students participated in the national 
walkout, according a Women’s March spokesperson. A map of 
participating schools on the event’s website showed the walkout 
went international, with schools in Ireland, Israel and Mexico 
participating.
 “I think it will be effective in the sense that more 
people in our school will pay attention to what’s happening, 
said Paterna ’19. “It’s obviously not going to change the mind 
of Trump, but the point of this walkout is to show respect to the 
victims of the Parkland shooting.”
 The ongoing battle with the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) over laws that protect citizens from 
underaged and mentally ill people buying guns is still 
ongoing. On March 9, Governor Rick Scott of Florida signed 

into law an array of gun limits, one of which raised age 
limits on buying guns. Soon after Scott signed the law, the NRA 
filed a federal lawsuit against it. The outcome of the lawsuit is 
still unknown.
 Midwood did not suspend or punish any student 
who participated in the walkout. Multiple colleges and uni-
versities have already stated they will not reject students who 
participated in the protests and walkouts. 
 “I attended the walkout because I want to honor the 

students and other 
victims that lost 
their lives in the 
Parkland shooting 
and let everyone 

know that they 
will never be 
f o r g o t t e n , ” 
said Aime 
Chau ’19. 
 A National 
March called 
“March For 
Our Lives” 

will be taking place 
on March 24 in 
Washington D.C, 
New York City, 
Chicago, and other 

cities as well. This 
march was organized 

by the students at Marjory Douglas High School, so kids and 
families can take to the streets to protest for their lives and safety 
to become a priority and to end the overwhelming amount of 
mass school shootings. 
 There will also be another national student walk-
out on April 20 to honor the victims of the Columbine High 
School shooting. April 20 will mark the 19th anniversary 
of the Columbine High School shooting, which until Park-
land, was the most deadly high school shooting in America.

Dino Jevric ’19 and Hanna Boyko ’19 contributed to 
this article.

By Atif Gujar ’19, Muhammad Hamza ’19, Rubhiyah 
Chaudhry ’19, and Nicole Demetrashvili ’19
 Enthusiastic seniors from all over New York displayed 
their scientific experiments as juniors eagerly speculate at the 
New York City Science and Engineering Fair (NYCSEF) on 
March 4, held at City College in Hamilton Heights, Manhattan. 
 Students from different high schools entered this 
competition, including Brooklyn Technical High School, Ed-
ward R. Murrow High School, and Stuyvesant High School. 
 The whole process of the NYCSEF is complex. 
First, the students have to fill out paperwork ranging from 
each of their grades, followed by paperwork being assembled 
by faculty members of the Science Research program. The 
process may be lengthy and complicated, but in the end it is 
all worth it. Students who win the final round have a chance 
to win prizes totaling four million dollars in scholarships 
and awards, as well as an all expense paid trip to Pittsburgh. 
 Mr. Glenn Elert, the main supervising teacher, 
explains that this is a very difficult competition and that the 
seniors, currently competing in the finals, have to go up 
against students from all over the state. Mr. Elert credits the 
success of his seniors going to the finals to the supervision of 
the research coordinators and staff that made these events 
run smoothly.
 The NYCSEF competition is a collaboration of 
scientific works. The number of participants this year al-
lowed for more diverse competition.
 Overall, Mr. Elert and the faculty members felt 
satisfied with the students’ hard work and their advance-
ment to the finals. They believed  that the competition is an 
effective way of promoting brilliant minds to present their 
work through these projects and allows them to be a part of 
the NYCSEF community.
 Calvin Hunyh ’18, part of a team project with 

Michelle Zinger, said, “You get your own idea of where the 
gaps in the field are and our research ultimately strives for a cure 
for cancer.” 
 Competing this year could potentially open up many 
doors for these two, especially when applying to colleges. 
“Science research gave me  a sense of accomplishment and 
prestige because we did work so hard on our projects so 
NYCSEF gave us a chance to show our work and dedication,” 
said Hunyh. 
 Competing in NYCSEF allows students to delve into 

new fields of scientific research. Hafsa Fatima ’18, one of the 
finalists of NYCSEF, explains that while competing in NYCSEF 
was very difficult, it permits for a new understanding of science.
 For Fatima, this was an opportunity for 
learning, because of which she was able to conduct her 
research, and reach her dreams, such as, “collecting, 
analyzing, and presenting my data to the scientific community.” 
 At NYCSEF, the preliminary round is where all 
students get the moment to showcase their 
projects in Shepard Hall at City College.

  As the preliminary round 
continues, the top 25 percent of student 
researchers from each subject category 
were invited to participate in the 
Finals on March 20, at the American 
Museum of Natural History.
  The Awards Ceremony follows 
three days later, on March 26, at the 
Borough of Manhattan Community College.
  Approximately twenty students 
will be selected to represent New York City 
at the International Science & Engineering
Fair (ISEF) in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
May 13 – 18.
  This year Midwood has been 
extremely committed to NYCSEF and had sent 
out its 14 students, who are presenting nine proj-
ects to this year’s competition. Hopefully the 
finalists will show the scientific community that 

they all deserve to be future scientists, and 
continue showcasing their research in 
ISEF.14 students moved to the final round held on March 20, 2018. 

Midwood students participating in the walkout. 
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Walkout Honors Shooting Victims

14 Seniors Move on to Next Phase of NYCSEF Competition
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