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By Alena Cradle-Morgan ’19
 Ms. Jenny Ferrarin does many jobs, as she is the coach 
of the Girls Junior Varsity Basketball Team, the coach of the 
Girls Softball Team, and she teaches weight training classes.
 Ms. Ferrarin has been head coach of the softball team 
for 10 years and was the assistant coach 
for two years before that. She enjoys 
coaching her teams and does not plan 
on retiring from the job anytime soon.
 Throughout her 12 years of 
coaching the softball team Ms. Fer-
rarin said, “I have learned patience. 
It’s hard when you are an athlete and 
someone that has played competitive-
ly since the age of five to switch roles.” 
It is hard for her to  stand on the side-
lines and watch when she would like to 
help her players on the court or field.
 Ms. Ferrarin admits 
that going into physical educa-
tion was a career change for her. 
 “When I left the professional 
baseball world, I started coaching here 
and fell in love with it,” said Ms. Fer-
rarin. Teaching weight training while 
coaching two teams was a challenge but 
now it has become second nature to her.
 As a coach, one of the things 
she focuses on for her team is build-
ing team spirit.  She believes team 
spirit is created by the team, their 
morale and support for each other.
 “Athletes need to learn to work as a unit, a fami-
ly and a support system for one another.” said Ms. Ferrarin. 
 Michelle Kotch ’18 is playing for the Girls Soft-

By Michelle Kapusta ’19 
 One of the newest clubs this school year, the 
Peace Builder Club, allows for Jewish and Muslim stu-
dents to unite and break the common stereotypes about 
conflict between the two religions. The club was recent-
ly established by Olga Lisker ’19, a Jewish student. The club 
meets bi-weekly, on Thursdays, during period 9 in room 2N.
 Lisker came up with the idea of creating this club af-
ter hearing about the ongoing conflict between Jews and Mus-
lims that is occurring in the Middle East. She brought her idea 
to the coordinator of student activities, Mr. Lawrence Kolot-
kin, and the Assistant Principal of Guidance, who is also her 
guidance counselor, Ms. Fern Bren, to help establish her club. 
 “It is my understanding that Olga established 
this club to create a forum for Jewish and Muslim students 
to share ideas and stories and create a better understand-
ing about the two cultures,” said Ms. Bren, the club advisor. 
 Through this club, students are able to learn more 
about their own culture and learn about a different culture’s cus-
toms and beliefs. For instance, Muslim students learn about the 

purpose of Hanukkah, a Jewish holiday known as “the festival of 
lights”, while Jewish students learn about the traditions during 
Eid al-Adha, a Muslim holiday known as “Sacrifice Feast.” 
 The students who are a part of this club partake in 
activities which include, “Muslim-Jewish mock weddings, 
Hanukkah doughnut making, Arabic/Hebrew name canvas-
es, and hearing Muslim and Jewish sermons,” said Lisker.                                        
 Students join this club to learn about cultures, gain 
service credits, and make new friends. The club’s vice-pres-
ident, Nourhan Mohamed ’19, said that this club is a great 
opportunity for new people to meet and relate to one another. 
 “It is one of the most unique clubs and it is the first 
one of its own that I know existed in this school,” said Ms. Bren. 
 The Peace Builder Club is a unique club and is dif-
ferent from other clubs this school year because no other 
club brings students together through discussions and ac-
tivities about their different cultures and cultural views. 
 Mark Grobshteyn ’19, said, “I enjoy the club and this 
club is more fun than other clubs I was previously a part of be-
cause the activities are hands-on, rather than just discussions.” 
 The Peace Builder Club is open to any student who 
want to join. Many students and advisors believe that this 
club is a great opportunity to allow diversity to bring stu-
dents together and overcome any stereotypes that might 
occur. Currently, the Peace Builder Club consists of only 
juniors; however, all students who would like to join are wel-
comed to attend the club meetings and be a part of the club.

By Ryan Channer  ’19
 A freelance musician, band member, teacher, and artist, 
Ms. Laurel Stinson wears a lot of hats. She is also a graduate stu-
dent at Colorado State, through a distance learning program. The 
former band director of wind ensemble, Ms. Melissa Williams, 
suggested Ms. Stinson 
apply for the position. 
 “Ms. Williams 
and I knew each other 
from being musicians 
together. We played to-
gether in different en-
sembles. So when she 
knew she was going to 
have to leave New York, 
she immediately came 
to me and asked me if I 
would like to apply to the 
Midwood job, and I said, 
‘of course. Absolute-
ly,’” said Ms. Stinson.
 Ms. Stinson 
does work outside of 
Midwood High School.
  “I’m a free-
lance musician outside 
of Midwood. I play in a 
brass band called Funk-
rust, where Ms.Williams also 
played. A typical gig would be 
playing at the Botanical Gar-
dens, where we would be asked to play for three hours: 7pm 

to 10pm,” she said. She is a woodwind specialist, meaning she 
can play clarinet, oboe, bassoon, and all types of saxophones. 
 Before Midwood, Ms. Stinson worked in various 
places. She has taught band, chorus, and general music at the 
grand street campus in Williamsburg for the last four years. She 

also taught middle school, as well 
as band, in her old high school, 
and worked in the wine industry. 
 “After I graduated from college, 
it was so taxing being a music ma-

jor that I was burnt out and I 
needed something else. So 
then I worked in the vineyards 
and realized, ‘Wow, this is 
boring’ It’s the same monot-
onous routine every single 
day. There’s no surprises. I 
need surprises. I need a place 
that keeps me on my  toes, 
and teaching definitely does.”
  Ms. Stinson 
works overtime facilitating 

after-school activities for eager 
students. Alongside Mr. Jordan, 
she conducts doubles band Mon-
days and Wednesdays. On Thurs-
days she runs the Jazz ensemble. 
On Tuesday, Mr. Jordan runs 

the Jazz ensemble and Ms. Stinson 
heads to Manhattan, with students, 
to assist the ISO wind symphony.   

 Ms. Stinson sees the Midwood band program as unique. 
 “I think what’s cool about the Midwood band pro-
gram is that we allow students who have never played an in-
strument before the opportunity to start in ninth grade, where-
as other places in New York City, you don’t start in ninth 
grade or you don’t start at all. We also offer after school dou-
bles band so students can return to their instrument, prac-
tice their music appreciation instruments, and for upper-
classmen in band, learn a second instrument,” she stated. 
 Ms. Stinson is also a team player. The co-band director, 
Mr. Daniel Jordan expressed what it’s like working with Ms. Stinson. 
 “I knew she was a capable teacher. We make a dy-
namic duo. We’re usually on the same page about every-
thing, and we both enjoy bringing down the hammer,” he said. 
 Mr. Jordan stated, “The immediate plans are to 
hopefully add marching band and expand. We’re look-
ing to increase the amount of students, as well as get more 
instruments, and for that we would need more funding.” 
 Ms. Stinson shared her prospects for the 
Midwood Band program within the next two years. 
 “My goal for the Midwood Band program is to get as 
many students as possible participating in at least one band. We 
have about 500 students in total right now, but I think that number 
can be doubled within the next year, if handled correctly,” she said.
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Ms. Stinson is excited to teach aspiring 
musicians. 

Ms. Stinson Shares Her Musicial Talent 

By Carlos Gomez ’19
 The English Department welcomed three new 
English teachers for the 2017-2018 school year: Mr. Jim-
my Liang, Ms. Kristina Ow-
ens, and Mr. Terrance Judson. 
 Mr. Liang felt as if 
it was a change for the better. 
The eagerness of students here 
to learn and get good grades 
is the difference between stu-
dents from his previous school. 
 “Midwood has a great 
reputation,” said Mr. Judson. “It 
is a high functioning school.”
 The best part of 
teaching for them so far has 
been the transition to seeing 
new and motivated students.
 “I love all my freshmen. 
They work really hard,” said Ms. 
Owens.
 Mr. Liang said, “It 
is good to see new names, 
new faces, a new workplace.”  
 Although the school year just began, they all have 
dealt with some challenges. The large class size makes it 
an issue for Ms. Owens to focus on building an individu-

ball Team for the last time, as she will be graduating in 
June.  She believes Ms. Ferrarin is extremely helpful as 
a coach and always encouraged the girls to do their best.
 “Ms. Ferrarin always put the team above herself and 
is very open about herself as well.  Ms. Ferrarin is always open 

to giving advice,” said 
Kotch. The senior ap-
preciated how close the 
team is; one of her best 
memories of the team is 
the celebration they had 

for the seniors on 
the team last year.
 Every year, 
most likely during 
the last home game 
of the regular sea-
son for the Girls 
Softball Team,  the 
team has “Senior 
Day.” On “Senior 
Day,” the team cel-
ebrates all the se-
niors throughout the 

game and afterward the 
team has a little picnic.
 If and when she de-
cides to retire from her 
job as the head coach of 
the softball team, Ms. 
Ferrarin said, “I hope 
the girls walk away as 

stronger and independent young ladies.”

Peace Builder Club Welcomes 
Jewish and Muslim Members 
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Members express their ideas and stories 
about the Jewish and Muslim culture. 

Ms. Ferrarin Reflects on Physical Education Career 
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Students thank Ms. Ferrarin for their 
strong team spirit. 

al relationship with the students. The most difficult thing so 
far for Mr. Liang is transitioning from one class to another.  
 “Midwood is like a sea of humanity,” said Mr. Jud-

son. “It is an upgrade from my previous 
school, which only had about 200 students.”
 A common goal amongst these English 

teachers is to encourage students to 
feel passionate about reading and 
writing. They feel that the school’s di-
verse environment inspires learning.
 “I enjoy the multicultural mix of 
the school,” said Mr. Judson. “I look for-
ward to challenge students in new ways.”

English Dept. Welcomes New Teachers 
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Mr. Judson dressed as a 
king for Halloween. 
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