
 The  club  was  founded in 2014 by Polina Solo-
vieva ’17. It meets every two weeks on Thursday pe-
riods 10 and 11 in room 419. The advisor is Ms. Nata-
lia Puglisi and the club president is Saiyan Joseph ’20. 
 Along with helping the community the Red 

Cross Club also helps its members. 
 “The Red Cross provides 
an opportunity to help the com-
munity and also make connections 
and friends,” said Hira Khan ’19.

 “The club is a good cause 
and a good way to find 
friends,” said Shirley Lei ’19.  
 Students are encouraged to join 
and participate in their numer-
ous events. The current mem-
bers emphasize that students drop 
by to ask questions and learn 
more about widespread aware-
ness of serious health concerns. 

 The club also has a Facebook 
and Instagram pages called “Mid-
wood Red Cross Club” which are 
regularly updated for students to 
join and notify on upcoming events.
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By Karriem Lomas ’19
 Board  Game  is  a  new club  that was created by  Minyin 
Liang ’19  and   Abbie  Suen ’19  in  order  to  assist   students   in   1relaxing.
This new club meets in room 154 every Tuesday during periods 9, 
10 and 11. With this club, students have an opportunity to play a va-
riety of board games while earning credits. These games include, 
but are not limited to, Connect Four, Chess, Monopoly, and UNO. 
“The purpose of the club is for students to be able to meet 
new friends while playing board games. Since most games 
involve more than two players, students will be able to 
talk and have fun with each other,” said Minyin Liang ’19.
 In addition to helping students to relax, this club 
was created in order to allow incoming freshmen to make 
new friends, as well as other students in general. As the 
vice president, Liang wanted to create a club that both she, 
the president, and other students would be able to enjoy.
 “I felt proud and successful when I began the 
club. This is because many people actually joined my 
club and they were having fun in my club,” said Liang.
Though this club has 
just begun, it has gained 
popularity quite rapidly 
according to the 
vice president. 
Also, despite this 
club’s growing 
success, the vice 
president still has 
high expectations 
for this club for 
the upcoming 
months that it 
will be running.        
 “I think 
my club is doing great 
so far. My expectations 
of this club are having 
fun and gaining 
more club mem-
bers,” said Liang.
 T h e 
games that are 
played in this club are provided by the club room and must all 
be returned at the end of the day when board game club ends. 
Students are allowed to leave club at any time that they please 
after they have played a board game, of course. To make sure that 
the members are behaving and obeying rules, the vice president 
and president both look over the club members as they enjoy 
playing their board games and socializing with club members.
 “I choose to supervise this club because there weren’t 
anyone looking over the club which is why both the president
and I decided to supervise. Also we both wanted to start a club and 
we believed the board game club will be the best for us,” said Liang.
Not only are both the president and vice president able to relax 
in the comfort of their own club, but they are also able to look 
after their club as they enjoy socializing with the club members. 
 Lastly, board game club has a variety of rules that 
the members should respect. These rules include: paying at-
tention to what the vice president and president both say in 
order to know how the club will function that day, respecting 
each other and the school’s board games, being occupied by 
either homework or a board game at all times, and most im-
portantly, having fun! By being silent and paying attention 
while the club leaders are speaking, members  can effectively 
either play board games or do their homework until the peri-
od ends. And with a moderate volume level and members re-
specting each other students are most likely going to have fun!

By Maqadus Sakhi ’19
 Raising awareness about serious health con-
cerns around the community is one of the many things t
hat the Red Cross Club does.
Members of the club volunteer at walks 
and fundraisers that are meant 
to benefit the organization. 
 Some of these events include 
the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer, 
which was held at Coney Island on Octo-
ber 15 by The American Cancer Society. 
Beginning at 10:00 AM, the members walked 
about three to five miles to help raise aware-
ness and funds to save lives from breast cancer. 
 Another event was at The Holy Apos-
tle Soup Kitchen, which was held on Novem-
ber 7, located at 296 Ninth Avenue, New York. 
The members were able to serve 704 people, 
and raise awareness about hunger and poverty. 
 The Red Cross Club also donat-
ed books to Reading Reflections. Reading 
Reflections is an organization that delivers 
books to children who are less fortunate. 
Each member was able to donate up to three 
books, and the donations could be left anony-
mously or could have the contributor’s name.  

By Mohima Oishe ’19 and Fanny Zhao ’19 
        How would you feel if you were stripped from the right to 
do something as simple as read a book? By banning books that 
bring up controversial topics, censorship has always brought up 
a stir within the community. The debate was revived when a Mis-
sissippi school district board removed To Kill a 
Mockingbird by Harper Lee from the eighth grade 
ELA curriculum in a Biloxi school on October 
23; until that time students had been allowed to 
read the book, but only with parent’s permission.                                                                                                                     
A popular book that is included in literature cir-
cles at Midwood, where students read books 
as a group, To Kill a Mockingbird has a repu-
tation of being challenging. According to the 
American Library Association, To Kill a Mock-
ingbird is number 21 out of the top 100 most 
banned or challenged books between 2000-2009. 
Set during the 1930s, it is about a white South-
ern lawyer fighting for injustice for a black cli-
ent. The controversial book has always been 
the center of debate. It discusses topics that are 
still talked about today, such as racial inequal-
ity and the civil rights movement. 
According to Christina Caron’s ar-
ticle, “To Kill a Mockingbird Re-
moved From School in Mississippi,” 
Kenny Holloway, the vice president 
of the school board, claimed that the language in the book 
“makes people uncomfortable,” while the American Civil Lib-
erties Union in Mississippi believes that the book brings about 
important discussions American students should be having. 
Maureen Khan ’21 said,“I think that To Kill a Mocking-
bird should not be banned in schools for using vulgar lan-
guage because young adults should be mature enough to 
understand the meaning of the words and the message it 
is trying to send. To Kill a Mockingbird  is so much more 
than just vulgar language. It teaches important lessons.”    

“The content of the book shows the reality of racial injustice 
through the character of Tom, which is really relevant in present day 
where racial injustice is happening everyday,” said Jingyi Li ’19.
As stated by the Huffington Post, the American Library Asso-
ciation (ALA) Office for Intellectual Freedom has recorded 

11,000 book challenges since 1990 
and about three out of four of these 
challenges target material in school. 
        Some very well known books 
you may have heard of  that are 
banned are The Great Gatsby, The 
Kite Runner, Captain Underpants, 
Looking for Alaska, and much more. 
        According to Mr. Casey Levin-
son, an English teacher, may of the 
books that are implemented in the En-
glish curriculum at Midwood are on 
the ALA banned list and “end up be-
coming a lot of  students’ favorites.” 
According to the article “To Kill A Mock-
ingbird Remains Among Top Banned 
Classical Novels,” from PBS, censorship 

of Lee’s book goes back to 
the year 1966, the first time 
it was banned by the Ha-
nover County School Board, 
after it was called “immor-

al literature” by a board member. Every couple of years after 
that, the book was either challenged or banned about 18 times. 
Mr. Levinson thinks that the book is “perfect” for 
high schoolers because it has young characters, deals 
with complicated issues, and is the right length.  
“It is a great book,” said Mr. Levison. “The writing is excellent.” 
To Kill a Mockingbird is just another example in the sea of books 
that have been victims of censorship due to its contentious content. 
        Mr. Levinson said, “If a book does not deal with con-
troversial topics, it’s probably not worth reading.”

By Damali Ramirez ’18
        Nearly 42 years since he last stepped inside Midwood 
High School, Steve Carp, 
a sports journalist for the 
Review-Journal and a 1974 
alumni, was invited to speak 
to Ms. Kaczmarek’s and Mr. 
Levison’s journalism class-
es on October 31, 2017. He 
gave students an insight into 
what a sports journalist’s 
job is really like, offered 
career advice, and discussed 
his experience as a Hornet. 
 During his time 
as a Hornet, Mr. Carp wrote 
for Argus for three years, in 
particular, the sports section. 
His love for writing sports 
articles for Argus led to him 
wanting to become a sports 
journalist. In 1977, he left 
Manhattan College to attend 
San Jose State’s journalism program, where he graduated in 1979. 
 He has been with the Review-Journal for 17 years and 
was named to the United States Basketball Writers Association 
Hall of Fame. In 2010, Mr. Carp added author to his resume by 
publishing Runnin’ a book about The University of Nevada’s 
basketball legacy. Last year, he won Nevada Sportswriter of the 
Year Award for the fifth time. Mr. Carp stated his gratitude for 
his accomplishments and opportunities as he talked to students. 
 Although Mr. Carp has accomplished a lot, he still 
faces obstacles such as fake news, keeping up with social me-

dia and deadlines in his profession. He competes with blog-
gers, other news organizations, and insiders (writers a sports 

team hires to write articles about 
them) on putting materials out first.    
 “Without accuracy we are noth-
ing,” he said. “No matter what I do I 

want it to be accurate and fair, 
but I also want to get it out first.” 
 When Mr. Carp writes 
an article, he prepares a before, 
during, and after copy at the 
game. He continually changes 
and updates a story with new in-
formation for readers. He also 
uploads his content and videos on-
line and is active in social media. 

 “When I write it  becomes the 
history  of  the  team and the city,” 
he said.  He added the long, difficult  
process is very rewarding in the end. 

 Mr. Carp emphasized that a person must 
learn how to become interactive with people, good lis-
teners, allow people to respond and have reliable and 

accurate sources to become a journalist. He also advised students 
to get into the profession only if they genuinely love writing. 
 For interviews, he said to get background information 
on the person they’re interviewing to make their subject comfort-
able. Then, he advised students to ask the important questions first. 
His final tip for students was to read, write, and incorporate 
other people’s writing style to improve and get comfortable 
with their own style.  Carp himself intends to continue push-
ing himself to overcome more challenges until he retires.

To Kill a Mockingbird Ban Sparks Debate Board Game Club 
Creates Fun Atmosphere

Club advisor Ms. Puglisi. 
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Club advisor Ms. Fitzpatrick.

Steve Carp ’79 giving advice to 
journalism students.

Red Cross Club Continues Humanitarianism

Award Winning Alumni Inspires Journalism Students
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If you’re Interested in 
Playing Harry Potter 
Inspired Quidditch... 

See Mr. Kolotkin in 
Room 417

Feauture 

To Kill a Mockingbird shows the reality of 
racial injustice in the 1930s. 


