
By Reem Hamaida ’19
In the full interest of disclosure, Reem Hamaida ’19 is a 
member of the girls soccer team.
 The girls soccer team had a strong season with nine 
wins, but ended up com-
ing short in their first 
playoff game against 
Stuyvesant High School 
on Dewey High School’s 
field on October 28, 2017. 
 “Losing any-
time is tough, howev-
er the girls played one 
heck of a game,” said Ms. 
Kendra Lane, the coach.
 At the start of the 
season, the Lady Hornets 
had communication issues; 
the girls had incomplete 
passes and the field was si-
lent.  As the season contin-
ued the players got to know each other 
better, resulting in a stronger team. 
 “The team chemistry has gotten a lot better since 
the beginning of the season, we  communicate with each oth-
er better on and off the field,” said  Yelyzaveta Syrotenko ’20.
         “We went into the game with the winning mindset, we 
wanted it badly, but so did they,” said Cayla Bernstein ’18.
 The girls had a strong start the first 20 minutes. The 
first goal was scored by Lara Schuman ’18. However, the game 
took a turn for the worst when everyone least expected it.  Soon 

after, the Stuyvesant Lady Pete’s scored with a corner kick. 
The game intensified, both teams showed signs of fa-
tigue, yet continued to play their game. The second 
goal was later scored by the Lady Petes on a free kick.

 “No matter what the 
score was, we never lost 
hope. We played our game 
till’ the end,” said Melis-

sa Hernandez ’21. 
The half ended with 
2-1 in favor of the Peg-
leg Pete’s and stayed 
the same for the sec-
ond  half, leading  to 
the triumph of Stuyve-
sant High School. 
 “The game 
was very emotional, 
most girls left the field 

crying. We played our heart 
out and that’s all that mat-
ters. We had a great run 

this season,” said Danille Rose ’19.
    This season the Hornets 

were without a home field. This cost them the opportuni-
ty of having home court advantage in this first playoff game.
 “Having a field next year 
will be beneficial,” said Coach Lane.
The girls season ended early, however, they seem deter-
mined to come back strong next season on their home field. 
“Losing does not define us, as long as we have each other to 
work harder and make a comeback,” said Elodie Dorvile ’18.

By Naomi Lee ’19 and Christina Wu ’19
 The Girls Track Team ran through a success-
ful Cross Country season with Junior Varsity placing 
third and Varsity placing fourth at Brooklyn Champs. 
 The girls prepared over a span of a few months for 
Brooklyn Champs. From practice to weekly meets at Prospect 
Park, the girls have put in a great deal of effort. Not only must 
they be physically fit, they must also be mentally fit to be in-
spired, motivated, and to keep on going despite the difficulties. 
 “It’s not just running. It’s more than running. You 
have to have the mentality to keep going no matter how hard the 
race gets. You also have a whole team depending on you. You 
have to push your-
self,” Rosie Du-
plessy ’18 said.
 On the 
day of Brooklyn 
Champs, October 
28, the girls were 
both thrilled 
to do what 
they love and 
utterly ner-
vous. Despite 
their anxi-
ety, the girls 
shared the 
same goal: 
to finish the 
season strong 
and make it to 
City Champs. 
The girls went 
through tough 
training consisting 
of hill work, endur-
ance and distance. 
 
Even though cross country is comprised of long dis-
tance races, the girls are still obligated to practice sprint-
ing, which allows them to get over the dreaded hills in the 
race. Practice ensures that the girls are able to improve 
their times, allowing for Midwood to take home the win.
 “I trained by increasing my mileage and work-
ing on my strength and endurance, to ensure that 
we would make it to cities,” Imma Ruiz ‘19 stated. 
 Olivia   Foote ’19   said, “I felt   nervous  and    nauseous
because we were so close to qualify-
ing for cities, yet we weren’t there yet.” 
 The training was difficult and time consuming, but 
“you must keep going. It’s very easy to give up, but hard work 

Girls Soccer Finishes With Resilience  
By Albert Sadiku ’19
In the full interest of disclosure, Albert Sadiku ‘19 is a 
member of the boys soccer team. 
 Boys varsity soccer team says goodbye to two of  its 
star players, Peter Baccash ’18 and Aesam Sharafaldin ’18.
 Baccash and Sharafaldin played their last game 
against Franklin Delano Roosevelt High School, at John 
Dewey High School, on October 21. Both players scored 
goals and inspired Midwood to come back and win 4-3. 
 Their departure, however, has left play-
ers contemplating how their journeys started.
 For Baccash, it all began at Ma-
rine Park at seven in the morning for tryouts.
 “It was intimidating because I was a freshman, 
and everyone else that was there was older,” said Bac-
cash. “However, after making the team, I was able to ad-
just to the environment and grow as a person and a player.”
 Four years and many games later, Bac-
cash and his teammates created many memories, 
but one memory stands out the most for Baccash.
  “The one moment that I will always remem-
ber was when we won our first-round playoff game.  We 
accomplished something that no other Midwood soc-
cer team was able to achieve in five years,” said Baccash. 
 Sharafaldin, on the other hand, only had two 

months of experience prior to joining the team, compared 
to the many years of experience his teammates came with.
 “My first experience with the team was a 
nerve-racking one,” said Sharafaldin. “I saw myself as 
an underdog, with just my drive to prove my worth.”
 “I remember being put in the starting eleven [players] 
for the first game against Brooklyn International, and because 
of my mentality, I was able to start my high school soccer ca-
reer with an exceptional performance,” Sharafaldin added on.
 Two years on the team gave Sharafaldin the op-
portunity to experience great moments, and there is one in 
particular that he will carry with him. Before joining the 
team, Sharafaldin had a reputation as a fast runner, and he 
used his pace to his advantage as an attacker on the wing. 
 “I remember getting my positioning ready for my 
teammate to send me a long ball so I can sprint for my first at-
tempt at goal,” Sharafaldin recalled, “I outpaced all the defend-
ers and scored my first goal to give us the lead, and it was at 
that moment that I realized that I was meant to be an attacker.”
  At the end of the day, all good things must come to an 
end, and that is certainly the case with Peter Baccash and Aes-
am Sharafaldin. They came, they conquered, and now it is time 
to say goodbye. It is safe to say that Baccash and Sharafaldin 
enjoyed playing the sport they loved alongside their brothers.

always pays off in the end,” Duplessy ’18 stated confidently. 
 In the end, the results of Brooklyn Champs at Van 
Cortlandt Park revealed the hard work and dedication the girls 
put in to ensure victory. Imma Ruiz ’19 ran a 23:14.86 sec-
onds, her second personal best of the season, putting her in 
12th place in the Varsity race. Alina Bennett-Dubin ’20 ran 
24 mins 29.61 seconds, coming in as the second  to finish 
from the Varsity team. The Varsity team came in fourth, al-
lowing them to qualify for City Champs on November 11. 
 Indoor Track season is coming up in the beginning of 
November. With the quick transition from Cross Country to In-
door Track, the girls have to a plenty of tough training once again.

 

“Since I am a distance runner, I would have to mentally prepare my-
self for challenges for long distance races,” Olivia Foote ’19 said. 
 The girls are working hard once again to do the best 
they can in the upcoming season. No sports team is easy. It re-
quires commitment, dedication, and motivation to keep going. 
 “You should only join the team if you have the time
commitment and will not give up eas-
ily,” Natalie Peralta ’20 suggested. 
 As Mr. Walter Cohen, the coach, told the 
girls, “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.”
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Girls Soccer shows  team spirit.

Girls Track celebrates their success.
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Girls Track Dashes Through Cross Country

Boys Soccer Bids 
Farewell  to Members

The Boys Soccer team recall their 
memories with their senior players. 


