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By Jason Chen ’19
 On October 27, the girls volleyball prepared to play 
their last home game. Our girls volleyball team went head-to-
head with the undefeated Fort Hamilton High School team 
on our home court. This game meant a lot to the 
girls, being their last home game of the season. 
The goal was to defend the Hornets’ home court. 
 This game was a particular-
ly meaningful one for Senior Captain Ezri Shor.
 “I don’t feel pressured because 
I was captain last year, and I feel I know what is 
the best for the team to succeed,” said Shor ’18.
 The team has 
been through a lot this sea-
son with a new coach, new 
players, and the pressure of 
defending the City Champi-
onship title from last year. 
	 “There	was	definite-
ly some pressure knowing how 
high the standards had been set 
from last year but on the other 
hand, defending the title makes 
me push harder as a play-
er,’’  said Anisa Kaloshi ’20.
 The pressure that 
these players go through is 
truly remarkable. Most peo-
ple can’t do what they do.
 “I  think  it’s   im-
portant  to  physically and  
mentally prepare your-
self for every game and 
fight	 for	 every	 single	 ball,’’	
said Lia Harutyunyan ’20. 
	 During	 the	 first	
set, Midwood struggled, but 
in the second set they man-
aged	 to	 come	 back	 from	 a	 five	 point	 deficit.	 However,	 the	
third set was rough for the girls. Even though the team lost, 
it wasn’t a total loss since they fought hard for the ball. 
 “I was really happy after the Fort game be-
cause everyone put a lot of effort into every set and 
we fought til the last point,” said Cassidy Huertas ’19.
 After the game, the girls weren’t down, but 
felt hopeful knowing that they can go toe to toe with 

Fort Hamilton, giving them high hopes for the playoffs. 
 “Honestly, we’ve been having some low points this 
season but we’ve been working hard this season so I think 
we’re ready for playoffs,” said Co-Captain Emily Artunian ’18.
 With a new coach, Mr. Tommy Ma, the 
girls have someone to guide them to victory. Mr. 
Ma thinks the girls have a strong chance at playoffs.
 “Playoffs this year will be a tough game since we’re 
playing with our playoff rival, Cardozo. With their strong hitters, 
defense	and	chemistry,	it	will	be	a	difficult	game.	However,	we	
still stand a chance, but it all depends on the girls, their ability to 
work	together,	and	how	much	they’re	willing	to	fight	for	the	win,”	

said Mr. Ma.
 The girls 
think high-

ly of Mr. Ma because he has so much experience in the 
sport. The respect the girls have for him is impeccable.
 “He’s an amazing coach and he will 
lead us to greatness,” said Rebecca Grigoryev ’20.
 As the team approaches playoffs, we have noth-
ing, but best of wishes for the Hornets. We hope that 
the girls can ace their way to the championship again!

By Brian Seetoe ’19 and Sherry Chen ’19
 The Lady Hornets Swim Team were swarmed 
with many challenges this year, not only with opponents, 
but	with	 the	challenge	of	finding	a	pool	 to	 swim	 in.	Addition-
al	 challenges	 were	 finding	 funds	 needed	 to	 buy	 the	 team’s	
gear, organizing the team, and beating personal records.
 Coached by Ms. Goldfarb, the girls had a good swim 
season this year, winning many meets and making it to A and 
B Champs. The team is placed in one of the hardest divisions 

in Brooklyn, facing against many opponents like Millennium 
High School, Brooklyn Tech, and James Madison High School.
	 “The	 	 	 team	 	 first	 	 faced	 	 the	 	 challenge		
of	 	 finding	 	 a	 	 pool	 	 to	 	 have	 	 practices	 in,”	 said	 Lil-
lian Chen ’17, captain of the girls’ swim team.
 Over this season, the girls have won eight of ten meets, 
doing  well for a team that hasn’t had many practices this sea-
son because they lacked a pool. Finding a place to practice was 
particularly challenging becuase Midwwod does not have a pool 
and the James Madison High School pool was shut down for ren-
ovations. Currently the girls practice at Abraham Lincoln High 
School and travel from school to school like Brooklyn Tech, 
Tilden High School, and Stuyvesant High School, to hold their 
meets. This year, the team’s goals were to make it to playoffs 
and to improve as swimmers to challenge their personal records. 
	 “Sometimes	 it	 can	 be	 difficult	 to	 find	 time	 to	
swim, but it’s worth it to see my teammates improve and 

our personal records to decrease,” said Rachael Yu ’19.
 It is hard balancing school work, family and the 
team, but despite the challenge, Yu and the other girls still 
manage to keep up with the ever growing demands of swim-
ming. They support each other constantly, shouting at each 
other to go faster and pushing each other to their limits.
 Teamwork is one of the most important ele-
ments of the team. It’s what keeps the team together and 
how the team copes together to get through the challenges.

 “ W i t h o u t 
working together, 
there would be no 
success. Each girl al-
ways cheers for the 
others and they push 
each other to do their 
best. During relays, 

teamwork is es-
pecially import-
ant since even 
a single second 
delay can result 
in defeat,” said 
Ms. Goldfarb.
 At the meets, 
the girls scream 
till they lose 
their voice and 

rely on each other to 
make the team thrive 
as a whole. Each 
year the team comes 
back stronger, con-
stantly gaining new 
people who would 
help support the team. 

 The girls improved their times 
by attending each practice, but many go 

the extra step to further improve their performance.
“Some	 practices,	 we	 usually	 try	 to	 fit	 in	 drills	 to	 help	 us	 im-
prove technique or we swim sets and have choice sets where 
we get to swim our own strokes.” said Julie Huang ’19.
On	their	own	time,	 the	girls	 try	to	find	time	to	practice	at	sep-
arate swim clubs and pools to prepare for upcoming meets. 
Last year, the team lost against Madison 40-54, but this 
year the girls came back hard, defeating Madison 60-34.
 “I’m proud of many of the girls reaching personal bests 
and	breaking	personal	records.	Reaching	the	playoffs	for	the	fifth	
season in a row is a great accomplishment!” said Ms. Goldfarb.
 The girls have continuously improved since 
then, although they lost to Townsend Harrison this year in 
the playoffs. This defeat is a learning experience and adds
 to the list of challenges that the girls swim team 
faces as they pursue being the best in the city.

By Daniel Contreras ’19
In the full interest of disclosure, Daniel Contreras ‘19 is a 
member of the boys track team. 
 The Boys track team had a double second 
place	 finish	 in	 the	 varsity	 and	 junior	 varsi-
ty levels at the PSAL Borough Championship.
 PSAL Borough Championship was held by 
the Public Schools Athletic League on October 28 at 
Van Cortlandt park, which is located in the Bronx.
 Both groups participated in the 5k race (3.1 
miles), which stretches around the park and includes a 
flat	 course	 followed	 by	 excruciating	 uphills	 then	 down-
hills	 and	 ending	 with	 a	 flat	 four	 hundred	 meters.	
 In the event schools that reside in their respective 
borough compete against each other in other to claim victory.
Ermiyas Harper ’19 came in second in the varsity race 
with an outstanding time of 17 minutes and 8 seconds.
 Although  Harper  did  great at   the   race,  
he desires to improve as he said he’ll work on 
speed	 in	 order	 to	 come	 in	 first	 at	 the	 next	 race.
	 Despite	 achieving	 a	 second	 place	 fin-

ish that many schools would envy, the boys yearn for 
more as they intend to improve and achieve more.
 Kumar Wise ’21 agreed and he said that, over-
all, the results of the race were decent however the team 
must work harder in order to succeed at City Championship. 
 The coach, Marc Cohen, concurred and said, “We 
could have done better but our main goal is City Champs.”
 This  brings  the  boys  to  their  last  meet  of  
the  cross  country  season, City Championship. They 
hope	 to	 have	 a	 successful	 performance	 at	 the	 final	 race	
and be able to claim the trophy of City Championship.
 The team has what it takes to win the 
City Championship in order to have a success-
ful season said the optimistic William Smith ’19
	 With	 one	 final	 thing	 to	 add,	 Jason	 Huang	 ’19	 en-
couraged	 those	 who	 are	 interested	 in	 joining	 the	 team		
the upcoming indoor season and said, “Come to track!” 

Girls Swim Team Speeds Past Challenges
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The Lady Hornets demonstrate their strong defense. 

Hornet dashes towards the finish line.

Lady Hornets celebrate their successful season.

Boys Track Runs to 
City Campionships
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Girls Volleyball Hopes to Repeat Championship

By Marcus Yuan ‘19
 Ready! Set! Dive in! With the sound of the water 
splashing, the Midwood Boy’s Swim Team continues to strive 
for greatness by working their hearts out. 
 The members of the swimming team had different rea-
sons for their passion for swimming. Some members were forced 
by	 their	 parents,	 while	 others	 were	 influenced	 by	 renowned	
swimmers that they look up to. It does not really matter why they 
put swimming into their life, what matters is that they are proud 
of themselves because they are using their skills. 
	 Paul	Kim	’19	said,	“I	like	to	just	make	sure	everyone	
comes to practices and work as hard as possible.”
 Last season, the team didn’t perform as well as they 
would have liked to. 
 “Everyone gets lazy later on in the year because the 
work piles on and no one wants to swim in a cold pool in the 
winter,” Brian Seetoe ‘19.
 Currently, there are 32 members on the roster. Every 
week, the team meets up at Tilden High School for practice. 
Members believe that practice strengthens their friendship and 
enhances team spirit. The team’s strong bonds and dedication 
makes way for success. 
 Despite a poor season, the team continues to persevere. 
Teammates are positive and optimistic about the team’s future. 
 “We always believe in our coach, who tells us ‘no ex-
cuses,	just	results,’”	said	Kim	‘19.

Boys Swim Strives 
for Greatness 

Sports

Congratulations to 
the football team 
for making it to the 
playoffs! 


