
could accomplish this. Therefore, indicating that her professional 
values have enhanced with colleagues, friends, family, and society.

 Since she went from a teacher to 
an administrator, her responsi-
bilities and challenges she faces 
have changed with a new position.

 “I would say just getting 
used to the change. That’s re-
ally all it is, it’s getting used 
to the different types of prob-
lem solving but it’s just get-
ting used to the new role. Not 
knowing how to handle every 
problem right away and hav-
ing to lean on the assistant 
principals and ask for advice 
to be able solve a problem. 
Where as a teacher, because 
I’ve been teaching for ten 

years, I can solve them, kind of all 
on my own or talk to colleagues if I 
want other advice but this is really a 
new position for me so I’m figuring 
it out as I go,” said Ms. Kornaker.
 Ms. Kornaker said that a down-
side to her new position is that 
she misses teaching and in-
teracting with the kids in the 
classroom. The new job isn’t 
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By Mohamed Wzaky ’19 and William Vamvouris ’19
 With the start of a new school year, Ms. Jenessa 
Kornaker is driven by commit-
ment, responsibility, and de-
termination as she takes on the 
new position of becoming the 
new Assistant Principal of the 
Physical Science department.
Her position involves overseeing 
the teaching staff and ensuring that 
the school standards for curricu-
lum and discipline are followed. 
 Ms. Kornaker said, 
“I’ve been teaching for ten years 
and I decided that I needed a 
change and through my working 
at a museum and mentoring new 
teachers through the museum and 
helping them improve their prac-
tice, I realized that I really liked 
working with adults that way 
and, so I decided to go to school 
to become an administrator.”
 Ms. Kornaker felt that 
change was necessary, regarding 
the fact that she’s been teaching 
for ten years. However, like any-
one else she wanted to grow, and 
by assuming a new position she 

By Kelis Calvin ’19 
 Hornets from Ms. Kaczmarek’s and Mr. Levin-
son’s classes discovered a new side of journalism at the 
14th High School Journalism Conference on November 3. 
High school journalists from all over the city joined togeth-
er at Baruch College to experience a variety of  hourlong 
workshops that would help them in becoming better writers. 
 The conference began with guest speaker Lauren Duca, 
writer for Teen Vogue, who took the stand and gave a heartfelt 
informative speech. She discussed topics such as what it’s like 
being a journalist, her personal experiences with being a woman 
journalist, especially on social media, and what you should do 
in order to become a successful journalist. Students were then 
given the opportunity to ask her their own personal questions.
 After Duca’s keynote speech, students attended 
their first workshop of choice where they’d learn all about as-
pects of journalism. Each class was taught by professional 
journalists who come from many different workplaces with-
in the journalism community. Workshop 1 included classes 
such as How to Break News as a High School Journalist: We 
did & you can, too!, Lighting Ledes, and Interviewing 101. 
 Elysia Richards-Durham ’19 said, “I enjoyed 
How to Break News as a High School Journalist: We did 
& you can, too the most because it showed how as stu-
dents we can take action and stand up for what we believe. 
That we can go above and beyond the 4 walls of a school to 
find out information to make our story the best that it can be.”
        Workshop 2 featured Hound Dog Journalism: In-
vestigate the Stories No One Else Has, So You Want 
To Be A Film Critic?, and Smart Phone Journalism. 
 “I enjoyed the smart phone for journalism workshop 
because it introduced me to a variety of apps that can enhance 
my ability as a journalist in various aspects, as well as help 
me in everyday life situations,” said Mohamed Wzaky ’19.
 Workshop 3 consisted of classes such as 
Writing About Popular Music, Newswriting 101, 
and The Devil’s in the Details: Copyediting 101. 
 Ryan Channer ’19 said, “I enjoyed the pop music 
workshop the most because it was not only informative, but 

Ms. Kornaker Becomes New AP of Science

Journalism Conference Inspires Future Professionals 
empowering, and inspiring. While the other workshops I at-
tended did these as well, this particular one lit a fire in me.” 
 Once the workshop sessions were over, stu-
dents gathered together for lunch where they discussed 
what they enjoyed about the workshops they attended. 
 Around 1:30, The Newsies! Award Ceremony began, 
signaling the near end of the conference. Categories included 
school news, commu-
nity news, national/
world news, features, 
entertainment, editorial, 
sports, and best overall 
newspaper, etc. 
Students were re-
warded with either 
a trophy, medal, 
or ribbon if they 
were selected as 
a winner. Aamna 
Arshad ’18, won in 
the National/World 
News category for 
her “Gender-Neu-
tral Bathrooms” story, 
Hornets cheered as Ed-
itor-in-Chief Damali 
Ramirez accepted the 
award on her behalf. 
 S t u d e n t s 
who were given the 
opportunity to at-
tend this conference made it clear that they’d love to go again. 
 “Overall, I really enjoyed this trip because it ex-
posed me to an entirely different perspective of journal-
ism and the different forms of it and if I had the chance to 
go again, I definitely would,” said Mohamed Wzaky ’19. 
 “Trip was great. I would go to anoth-
er conference because I was learning and hav-
ing fun at the same time.” said Reem Hamaida ’19.

By Xin Zhen ‘19
 Mike Starr, a former teacher at Midwood High 
School, passed away on December 8, 2016. A plaque has been 
put in front of room 480 in memory of him. Al-
though he passed, many will continue to remem-
ber him and the knowledge he brought to Midwood.
 Mr. Starr was an “extraordinary person” said 
Ms. Margaret Desimone, an anatomy teacher and wife 
of Mr. Starr. He was a dentist, a pilot, and a teacher. He 
made extraordinary accomplishments as a teacher, teach-
ing flight science at Sheepshead Bay High School and then 
transferred to Midwood, where he introduced the class.
 “He was an excellent teacher, who cared about his stu-
dents and he was always open to speaking to students if they had 
any problems,” said Mr. Romig Lamothe, a guidance counselor.
 Mr. Starr started working at Midwood in 2006 
and retired six years later, in 2012. Mr. Starr was diagnosed 
in 2009 with multiple myeloma, a type of cancer involv-
ing the buildup  of plasma cells. He passed away in 2016. 
 In memory of him, a collaborative effort was made in 
order to make a plaque for him. The plaque was set up in front 

 Zehaa Albridi ’19 said, “The trip was amazing, I’m 
happy I got to go. Seeing how many students showed up be-
cause they were interested in journalism is mind blowing. All 
these schools coming together learning more about journal-
ism. I would definitely go to another journalism conference 
not to just leave school for a whole day but because there’s a 
lot to learn about journalism. It was fun and going with oth-

er students in Midwood made the experience even better.”
 Ryan Channer ’19, “The trip was great, I’m so glad 
I was able to go! I would definitely go to another conference 
because outside of meeting professionals, networking, and find-
ing more opportunities for work, interning, and volunteering, 
I also earn a lot and gain wisdom applicable to life generally.”
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Aspiring journalists listen to keynote speaker, Lauren Duca’s speech. 
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all easy for her, so far, as it is a bit challenging.
 “I think the hardest part of my job is that there is too 
much to do and not enough time to get it done,” Ms. Kornaker said.
 Being the new AP of the Physical Science Depart-
ment, Ms. Kornaker ensures that she is working with teach-
ers in the Physical Science Department, to make certain that 
classroom practices are supporting the growth of students, 
she is also working on introducing more science electives to 
the department. With the help of Ms. Kimberly Lau and Mr. 
Alan Stack, there’s an ocean science elective now for upper-
classmen who have taken AP Chemistry which wasn’t always 
available. To make incoming students feel more comfortable, 
she’ll be visible and present in the Physical Science classrooms.
 Ms. Kornaker said, “I am going to learn the ropes as 
an assistant principal, I don’t think this is something new to 
me, so it’s going to take a while to get acclimated and know the 
answers or at least figure them out on my own. So, I think the 
next couple of years are just me getting used to learning the ins 
and outs of it. As a teacher I felt that I was able to do it with 
my eyes shut. It came to me naturally but right now, and right 
now it’s just a learning process, so I’m figuring it out as I go.’’

of room 480. The plaque contains a photo of Mr. Starr and a 
brief summary of his accom-
plishments. The plaque has a 
black background with the in-
formation written in gold, which 
states, “Mike Starr taught as he 
lived, with humor, integrity, and 
dedication. He was loved by his 
students, respected by his col-
leagues and admired by all.”
 “I liked what he did 
for the school and what we 
did to commemorate him,” 
said Assistant Principal of Or-
ganization Mr. Alan Stack. 
 Although a plaque 
has been placed in his memo-
ry, many will remember him in 
their hearts. Ms. DeSimone will 
remember him as more than 
just a teacher or a colleague.

  “I will miss everything...he was my best friend. The love 
of my life, my prince, and he supported me through ev-
erything,” said Ms. Desimone with tears in her eyes. 

 After meeting Mr. Starr, Ms. Des-
imone decided to go to college for 
science. Mr. Starr supported Ms. Des-
imone’s college career for all four years. 
 “When you’re a bio major you’re crazy, you 
don’t go out, you study. And he was there helping 
me study the whole way,” said Ms. Desimone. 
 Mr. Lamothe said, “He was in the 
program office and whenever I would 
walk in, he was always smiling.”
 Mr. Starr will be remembered 

for his personality, achievements, 
and contributions to Midwood.

Ms. Kornaker is excited to take on new 
responsbilities.
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Teacher, Friend, Hornet...

Plaque Commemorates Mike Starr 

The plaque is located outside room 480.
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