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By Alexa Delacruz ’19
 Get your school spirit on with new Midwood apparel, 
now available for students and staff to purchase from October 19 
to November 20, exclusively through Midwood’s online store.
  The new 
clothing includes short 
and long sleeve crew-
necks; boyfriend, rag-
lan, and performance 
T-shirts; and hooded 
pullover sweatshirts 
and polos in various 
sizes and colors. A 37” 
unisex white lab coat 
with an embroidered 
Midwood logo is even 
available to purchase 
on the website for 
$25.99. Sizes usually 
range from extra small 
to extra large, but 
some clothes include 
sizes 2XL to 5XL.
 Prices vary 
depending on the 
size, fabric, and what 
piece of clothing it 
is. A youth premium 
cotton T-shirt sells 
for $10.99, and the 
adult version for a 
dollar more. Pullover 
hoodies cost about 
$25, a micro-mesh colorblock polo is $36.99, and a rag-
lan full-zipped hoodie flee jacket sells for as high as $45.99.
 The idea for Midwood clothing for the com-
munity was all inspired by Mr. Lawrence Kolot-

kin, science teacher and coordinator of student affairs.
  “I wanted to do it, it was my idea,” said Mr. Kolot-
kin. “My end goal is for eventually every Friday to be Mid-
wood Spirit Day. I haven’t started Midwood Spirit Day yet 
since students mostly only own Midwood sports clothing, and 

I wanted to create something 
that’s for all of Midwood 
itself, where everyone can 
wear school colors or logos.”
 All the designs on the 
clothing displayed on the 
store website were designed 

by Mr. Kolotkin himself.  
They were made made 
to attract all aspects of 
the diverse Midwood 
community in order to 
show school pride. One 
can purchase Midwood 
spirit wear clothing at 
h t t p : / /m idwoodh igh -

s c h o o l . e p l u n o . c o m .
 “Before I started work-
ing here, I didn’t feel like the 
school had a big united com-
munity,” said Mr. Kolotkin. 
“So I’m trying to make a better 
community in Midwood High 
School, through having a Mid-
wood Spirit Day and creating 

clothes for all people a part of the 
Midwood community to wear.” 
 The money from the pur-

chases of the clothing is going towards getting the deliveries into the 
hands of students fast. All orders go through the school then to be 
delivered three weeks after the shop closes on November 20, 2017.

Hornets Show School Spirit With New Gear

By Daniel Gaft ’19
 Let the hunt for professors begin! Starting Octo-
ber, students in the research program are emailing and go-
ing to colleges to ask professors if they can join their labs. 
 If students don’t find a professor by the second 
term, they will be transferred to another elective, like robot-
ics or medical issues. After the students join the lab, they 
study with the professor and perform experiments in pro-
fessional environment doing scientific breakthroughs. Af-
ter a year of working in the lab, students will have to en-
ter competitions using what they have learned in their lab.  
 Susana Tzunun ’19 is a research student with a 
4.0 GPA, is on the soccer team, and has many AP class-
es under her belt. You would think a perfect student like 
this would get into any lab he/she wanted. On the con-
trary, Tzunun said, “The whole process was nerve-racking.”
 Tzunun had a hard time finding professors. She 

sent 15 emails to different professors in different fields with 
no success. Some responded with apologies that their lab was 
full and others didn’t even give an answer. After a month of 
scouting and hard work, Tzunun went to a lab interview with 
her friend and fellow classmate Amy Chen ’19, and they both 
were accepted to the lab. She felt as if a heavy burden was 
lifted from her chest and thankful for the opportunity. She 
now researches environmental science at Brooklyn College.
 Rubhiyah Chaudhry ’19 is another research 
student who had trouble finding a professor. Although 
the process was lengthy and dense, it showed promise.
 “I knew it was going to be difficult from the start be-
cause many professor don’t accept high school students, but it 
was an all worthwhile despite being tedious.” Chaudhry said.
 The class has a large payoff, intrinsical-
ly and extrinsically. The students are not only going to 
learn how to properly research and grow as profession-
als, but they look good on college resumes than any other.
 Dr. Glenn Elert, Physics teacher and research coor-
dinator, talked about his experience with the research program. 
 “Research is very interesting. It is the best 
kind of class. All students get attention because it a 
one on one class. It is never the same thing,” he said. 
 Junior research makes students 
more professional. When they leave Midwood, 
they should be experts on their project topics. 
 “Students learn to be scientists, which makes it 
the only real science class in the building.” Mr. Elert said.

By Khalid Hassan ’19
        The first annual Kara Healy and Nour Qudsi Teacher of the 
Year crown was taken by Ms. Kimberly Lau. 400 students vot-
ed for the teacher they believe deserves this prestigious award.
 Mr. Lawrence Kolotkin, the Coordinator of Student Ac-
tivities, constructed the voting system. He said, “Kids were able 
to write an essay on the teacher that impacted them the most.” 
 There were no special requirements for the stu-
dents to vote. Students identified a teacher who they think 
made a huge impact on them this year and provided one or 
more reasons why that teacher deserves this prestigious award. 
 After the questions were answered, the stu-
dents turned in their votes to Mr. Kolotkin, who come 
up with the result. The votes were anonymous to pro-
tect students’ privacy and prevent any conflicts.
 Ms. Lau teaches Chemistry, Advanced Placement En-
vironmental Science, and Ocean Science Research, and she is the 
Coach of the Boys Handball Team. She also teaches at John Hop-
kins University through the Center for Talented Youth: Gifted 
and Talented Program. Ms. Lau has been teaching for five years. 
 Many students found her teaching effective. For 
instance, one of Ms. Lau’s former students, Dominic Ticz 
’20 said, “First semester there I had trouble learning chem-
istry and I came into her class second semester clueless 
about the topics. However, thanks to her I understood the 
first and second-semester topics by the end of the year.” 
 Ms. Lau believes that the 
best way to teach is by being prepared. 
 She said, “In other words, organizing my lessons and 
looking at the lesson from a student’s perspective and planning 
my lessons helps the students understand the lesson better.”
 Abu Butt ’19, one of Ms. Lau’s former students said, 

“Ms. Lau is one of the most understanding and beneficial chem-
istry teachers. Even though she is a strict and fast paced teacher, 
her work made it seem as though the regents were like nothing.” 
 Every teacher wants their students to under-
stand the lesson, even though it doesn’t work out for 
some. However, based on Ms. Lau’s students’ feed-
back, her lesson plan works perfectly for her students.
  “She taught everything you needed to know for the class 
and would make sure you participated in class so she would know 
if you understood the lesson that was taught in class,” said Butt.
 Ms. Lau is known to the students for having 
the ability have her students understand her lessons and 
then her strictness. But making well-construct-
ed lessons for her students is one of her goals.
 In     addition, Ms. Lau said, “One of my goals is  
to put positive perspective on students 
and show empathy towards their issue.” 
 The relationship between a teacher and a stu-
dent can be very complex, sometimes because of the differ-
ences in age, understanding, perspective, and responsibil-
ities. But the votes said otherwise; it gives a good view on 
the how the majority of the students feels about Ms. Lau.
 The majority of the votes emphasized Ms. Lau’s posi-
tive impact on the kids. Ms. Lau’s positivity and organized lessons 
led to many students making huge improvements in Chemistry.

Research Students Look 
for Lab Professors

Ms. Lau Wins Teacher 
of the Year Award
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Ms. Lau proudly displaying her award.

And The New
Graduation Gown Is...

Ezri Shor ’18 displays the 
blue with white collar
graduation gown.
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Feature

By  Zehaa   Albraidi   ’19
        Cue Pomp and Circumstance, the Hornets have cho-
sen a new graduation gown! The Hornets voted online for a 
new official gown color and design for future graduates of 
Midwood. Mr. Lawrence Kolotkin, Coordinator of Student 
Affairs, created the online voting system with the student 
government for all students to determine which gown de-
sign they find desirable and released it on October 20, 2017.
        Unlike previous years, when males wore an all blue 
gown and females wore an all white gown, the system was 
created to help choose one gown for both genders. He want-
ed the new gowns to unite all of the future graduating classes. 
 “Having one gown for the boys and one gown for 
the girls is an archaic system that shows the differentiation of 
boys and girls, and now a days boys are the same as girls and 

girls are the same as boys 
so why make them differ-
ent?” said Mr. Kolotkin. 

 Out of the 600 student 
votes, gown B got the most. 

Mr. Kolotkin wanted 
at least 3,000 votes 
before the final day 
which was November 
10, 2017. He believes 
the voting turnout was 
low because many stu-
dents assumed only 
seniors were allowed 
to vote. In his news-

letter, he stated all stu-
dents were allowed to vote. 

 Originally, gown B was 
designed to have a white 

stripe down the 
middle. How-
ever, Mr. Ko-
lotkin changed 
the winning 
design by re-
moving the 

white stripe because he didn’t like it. The material of the 
gown also changed this year. The gowns are now made 
up of recycled water bottle, giving it a smooth texture.
 Midwood alum Amil Albraidi ’16 was given an 
all white gown, but hoped for an all black one, which is why 
she likes the fact that students were given the chance to vote.
 “I think this new system is nice because stu-
dents get to choose what they want, instead of having to 
wear what’s been given to them,” she said. “I’ll rather stick 
to the one they gave because these are hideous, it would be 
better if they have more options with different colors. I’m 
glad I graduated before having to chose from one of these.”
 Alina Ali ’18 also agrees that 
the online voting gown is not a bad idea.
 “I think it’s a good idea because we 
are going to be the ones wearing one, so it’s bet-
ter for us to choose what looks best on us,” said Ali.

Photo Credit: Rachel G
oryachkoyski ‘18

Research lab allows growth in their 
desired profession.

See your guidance 
counselor to sign up for 
Art and Literature for 
the spring semester!

Visit midwoodhighschool.epluno.com to see the 
full selection
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