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By Za-Asiah James ’19
 “...[O]ne nation, under God, indivisible, with lib-
erty and justice for all,” read the last few words of the 
Pledge of Allegiance;  however, it seems that our stu-
dents have different opinions about this statement. 
 With all of the controversy following the Nation-
al Football League (N.F.L) players kneeling during the Na-
tional Anthem, one of today’s most discussed questions is not 
about their protest, but about our First Amendment rights and 
who will stand for the National Anthem and who will not. 
One of the N.F.L’s former players, Colin Kaepernick, start-
ed the reaction that’s got everybody talking. However at 
schools, the discussion isn’t so much focused on the Nation-
al Anthem, but more on whether students can be forced to 
stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and why they do or don’t.
 Students all across the United States recite the Pledge 
of Allegiance in school. According to 
the New York Times article “Board 
Votes to Require Recitation of Pledge at 
Public Schools” on October 2001, recit-
ing the pledge was a state requirement 
since the Vietnam War, but most schools 
just ignored it. The 1943 Supreme Court 
case, West Virginia Board of Education 
vs. Barnette, determined that the First 
Amendment protects a student’s right 
to free speech and cannot require stu-
dents to recite the Pledge. Modern New 
York City had the same ruling in 2001, 
according to firstamendmentcenter.org, 
after 9/11, the New York Board of Ed-
ucation adopted a resolution requiring 
all schools to post flags and recite the 
pledge. However, no teachers or stu-
dents can be forced to pledge or stand. 
 As a result of this, an 
overwhelming number of stu-
dents in this generation don’t stand 
for the Pledge of Allegiance in 
school. The magic question is, why? 
 “The Pledge of Allegiance? 
I don’t really care for it,” said Rivaldo 
Richardson ’19. “In class I don’t even 
hear the announcement to stand for 
the Pledge and if I did I wouldn’t stand up either. I think the 
Pledge is unnecessary and I have the right to free speech un-
der the First Amendment to whether I want to say it or not.” 
 He wasn’t the only student who expressed 
this opinion. It seems a lot of students don’t stand 
for the Pledge because it has no significance to them. 
 “I dislike America, Trump and the 
Pledge!” answered Lalani Pacific-Jack ’20.
 Hannan Chaudhary ’21 said, “I personally don’t 
stand for the pledge, not to show protest, but simply because I 
have lunch that period and do not hear the pledge, I also feel 
as if I wouldn’t stand even if I did have class because it’s not 
something I do very often,  ever since I started high school.” 
 Nabilah Zaman ’19, another student who doesn’t 
stand for the pledge, believes everyone has different forms 
of respect. She relates her reasoning to the recent contro-
versy with Colin Kaepernick, and states that those who 
choose to kneel during the anthem have their own rea-
sons, and the reasons are personal to them and them alone. 
 “The flag represents pride for America, and I sim-
ply don’t think it is justifiable to be mad at black people 
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or people of color who refuse to show pride for a country 
that has only ever made them oppressed. I think the protest 
worked, clearly considering it managed to get this much me-
dia coverage. It angered a lot of people  so now everyone has 
an idea of how people of color feel everyday in this coun-
try. I’d consider that pretty successful.” said Nabilah ’19.
 Even some teachers admit that they don’t re-
cite the pledge either. “I’m always standing during class, 
but no I don’t recite it,” said Ms. Kristina Alvarez, a chem-
istry teacher with a mixed class setting. “Nobody stands 
but one student, a sophomore, even if he’s the only one.”
 Elysia Richards-Durham, a junior also stated she does 
stand for the pledge during third period. “ It’s a sign of respect for 
our country and the nation. I’m usually the only one but I don’t 
care because everyone has a choice whether or not they want to 

and their own reasons why they don’t stand,” said Elysia ’19. 
 Rachel Goryachkovskiy ’18 stated she stands for 
the pledge because the flag represents freedom and the prog-
ress made that isn’t attainable in other parts of the world. 
 She said, “You stand for the flag to showcase your 
pride and solidarity not only with your country, but also with 
your fellow citizens. Standing for the pledge isn’t something that 
should be disrespected with actions like kneeling.” She added, 
“That’s an individual’s right to represent their beliefs, but person-
ally, with knowledge of family and friends that have and are serv-
ing in our armed forces, it’s imperative to stand to demonstrate 
unity amongst the diverse people of this wonderful country.” 
 Even though it is mandatory to recite the Pledge in 
school daily, many students don’t and will continue not to be-
cause they have the choice not to. This large majority of stu-
dents who don’t stand for the pledge do not represent ev-
ery student in Midwood, because we are too big a school.

By Jingyi Li ’19
 Wouldn’t you be frightened if the President of 
the United States didn’t believe in climate change? Don-
ald Trump is a businessman, but he is also the President who 
has been critical of the concept of climate change. Howev-
er, reliable evidence shows that climate change is happen-
ing everyday with every emission of carbon dioxide. Cli-
mate change is real, and its effects have become apparent. 
 A majority of the inhabitants of the world are de-
pendent upon industrialization, which has caused increased 
levels of carbon dioxide emissions. According to the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration, there has 
been an increase of 406.94 parts per million of carbon diox-
ide emissions mainly due to the excess use of power plants. 
 Throughout the years, as a result of the effects of 
climate change, a number of glaciers have in rapid declined.
According to National Geographic’s article “The Big Thaw” 
the Glacier National Park was home to 150 glaciers, but since 
then the number has decreased to fewer than 30 glaciers. 
The important role that glaciers have on the environment is 
the ability to reflect the sun’s rays, which is known as albe-
do. Glaciers have a high albedo, therefore they reflect more 
energy than they absorb. With the limited number of gla-
ciers in the world, it will not be very effective in reflecting 
the sun’s rays, therefore the global temperature will increase. 
 Climate change is a factor that will result in fre-
quent and stronger hurricanes. According to the New York 
Times article “10 Hurricanes in 10 Weeks: With Ophelia, a 
124-Year-Old Record is Matched,” climate change leads to 
higher ocean temperatures, which will have an important role 
in intensifying a storm because as the temperature continues 
to rise it will cause the oceans’ temperature to rise too. The 
warmer waters will provide more fuel for hurricanes to grow. 
 President Trump’s action to appoint Scott Pruitt as 
the head of the Environmental Protection Agency raises sus-
picion about climate change. Pruitt has signed a proposal to 
repeal the Clean Power Plan, which was a Barack Obama ad-
ministration policy that combats global warming by reducing 
carbon emissions from power plants. According to “How Scott 
Pruitt’s EPA is Erasing Obama’s Climate Change Legacy,” pub-
lished by Chris Amico stated, that Pruitt’s actions to repeal the 
plan because the Obama administration has exceeded its exec-
utive authority in crafting the Clean Power Plan. Power plants 
are a major factor that increase the carbon dioxide emissions, 
which will increase the concentration of greenhouse gases. An 
increased concentration of greenhouse gases will lead to a stron-
ger greenhouse effect, which will result in a warmer planet. 
 Trump has made it clear that he does believe in global 
warming. In a tweet, he stated that “The concept of global warming 
was created by and for the Chinese in order to make U.S. manufac-
turing non-competitive.” This shows that Trump believes climate 
change is not factual, but instead it’s a fictional concept. In addi-
tion, Trump has tweeted that “Global warming is a total and very 
expensive hoax!” However, evidence from, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration shows evidence that the global 
temperature has increased 1.7 degrees Fahrenheit since 1880. 
 In an attempt to combat climate change, raising aware-
ness and providing evidence that demonstrates climate change 
will be an important step to reduce global warming. By drastically 
reducing the burning of fossil fuels and replacing with solar-ther-
mal powered plants it will reduce the sources of the greenhouse 
gases, which will lead to a decrease in greenhouse gases being 
trapped in the atmosphere. Another solution to combat climate 
change can be as easy as tweaking one’s diet, such as reducing 
the amount of meat consumed. The food system, mainly an an-
imal-based food, contributes to 30 percent of the total United 
States greenhouse gas emissions. In order for Earth to be a thriv-
ing planet, we must accept and believe in the effects of climate 
change in order to create a healthier and more habitable planet.
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By Eric Grachev ‘19
 Experience a post-apocalyptic world with Metro 2033 
Redux, a first-person shooter released in 2014 for the PS4, Xbox 
One, Windows, OSX, and Linux, developed by the Ukrainian 
developer 4A Games and published by the German publisher 
Deep Silver. It takes place in post-apocalyptic Moscow, where 
nuclear war devastated the Earth and left the surface completely 
uninhabitable, and where survivors of the war live and survive 
in the stations and monster-filled tunnels of the Moscow Metro.
 In this game, rated mature, you play as Artyom, a man 
who eventually becomes involved in a serious conflict that could 
affect the whole Metro. The story gives you some memorable 
sequences such as passing through a station heavily guarded by 
bandits to encountering certain scary beasts to even reaching the 
surface. The endings of the game are also influenced by what 
you do during the game – you could either get a good or a bad 
ending. The plot is fairly interesting and decently paced – it’s 
neither too short or too long. However, some characters you 
encounter in the game are not very memorable or interesting, 
and the story can sometimes get in the way of the immersion.
 The gameplay is rather interesting. Weapons (which 
handle similarly to other first-person shooters like Call of Duty), 
their upgrades and ammo, knives, and grenades can all be bought 
with military grade ammo – which is the currency in this game 
and can also be used as ammo for more damage. Some weapons 
and items in the game (such as a flashlight) require you to charge 

them so you can use them. In addition, you keep track of how 
many minutes of filters you have for your gas mask (if you go 
into an irradiated area). You can also access a journal with objec-
tives on it, and a lighter if you need extra light. In addition, the 
game has many difficulty modes, varying from fairly challeng-
ing to extremely chal-
lenging – where cer-
tain parts of the game 
interface can be shut 
off entirely to ammo 
being extremely rare to 
enemies doing higher 
damage. The enemies 
in Metro 2033 Redux 
are fairly smart – they 
use cover and attempt to 
dodge your shots. They 
are also fairly accurate 
with their weapons.
 Graphics and 
sound is where Metro 
2033 Redux is at its best. 
The game has beautiful 
visuals as a result of an 
advanced graphics engine that powers the game. Metro 2033 
Redux has great sound design as well. The distant or even the 
nearby sounds of monsters on the surface and in the tunnels 

Video Game Review...

of the Metro can make you incredibly tense, and the sounds 
of civilization you hear in certain stations you visit make you 
feel at ease. Weapons sound powerful, especially shotguns and 
sniper rifles. The soundtrack is well done, with many songs 
creating different moods you experience throughout the game.

 As a side note, Metro 2033 Redux 
is not a very popular game. Although 
it sold more than 1.5 million copies 

worldwide (but in combination 
with another game called Met-
ro Last Light Redux), accord-
ing to the GameSpot article 
“Metro Redux Sells 1.5 Mil-
lion Copies”, written by Eddie 
Makuch and last updated on 
April 15, 2015. By compari-
son, Call of Duty Advanced 
Warfare, a first-person shoot-
er released in the same year 

as Metro 2033 Redux, sold a total 
of over 22 million copies world-

wide, according to the Statista statistic 
“Global all time unit sales of Call of 
Duty franchise games as of June 2017.”

Metro 2033 Players Experience Post-Apocalyptic World  
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Metro 2033 Redux sold 1.5 million copies 
worldwide.

Climate Change
Demands Attention


