
Lateness Prevention Policy in Effect
By Daisy   Chen ’19 , Jeanelle   Louie  ’19 , and Nefretari 
Powell ’19
 The lateness prevention policy is in full ef-
fect, and students have been voicing their opin-
ions on whether this policy   has   made   a   difference.
 Created by Assistant Principal of Security Richard 
Franzese, Principal Michael McDonnell and Assistant Principal 
of Guidance Fern Bren, the policy intends to prevent and lower 
lateness, while also notifying parents when their children are late.
 “The lateness prevention policy is designed for 
students who are always late for school to encourage them 
to come on time   for   their   own   benefit,”   said   Mr. Franzese.
 When students come in 15 to 20 minutes late to 
their first class of the day, whether it’s period 1, 2 or 3, they 
are targeted by the Lateness Prevention Program. They are 
taken through a three step process before they go to class. 
First, they are to report to room 151, then they sign a late 
book and, lastly, the computer accounts for their lateness. If 
a student is late more than three times, the student’s guid-
ance counselor is notified so that they can call their parents 
to let them know and try to get their children to arrive earlier.
 Amanda McBain ’18 was the first per-
son to experience the trial run of the program. 
 “When I first swiped my card, the noise threw 
me off guard. I was ordered to go to the dean’s office. 
The security guards and I were confused,” she stated. 
 McBain entered at 6:45 in the morning and 
was marked late  for     period     zero  which     was    
programmed as preparing to graduate. 
 The new policy has caused many controver-
sies. Usually, if students have lunch first, they don’t 

come to school because they take the chance to get more 
sleep. But because of this new policy, students have to 
come in no matter what or else they will be   marked   late.
 “It’s   ridiculous   because   if   I   had   first   period   lunch,   I   
wouldn’t   want   to   come   to   school   that   early,”   said   Amy   Li   ’19.
 Sunny   Wu   ’20 said, “I think it is unnecessary be-
cause I have lunch first pe-
riod but I’m marked late ev-
eryday even though I came to 
school before   second   period.”   
 Many   students   don’t   
like   the   policy   because   they  
think   it’s   excessive   to   get   
marked   late   for   lunch. The   
lateness   prevention   policy   
doesn’t   affect   many   students   
because   most   do   come   on   time. 
 “The lateness preven-
tion policy doesn’t bother every-
one since there are many people 
that come to school early or on 
time. However, for the people that 
do come in late, it could change 
or not change their attendance 
habits depending on how hard 
they   try,”   said   Charmine   Leu   ’19.
 There   are   some   peo-
ple   who   are   late   most   of   the   
time   and   whether   they   want   to   
follow   the   policy   or   not   is   up   to   them.
 “A few kids are com-

ing in earlier to first period. There are certain kids that 
still don’t come in with this policy. However,   I   do   think   
it   helps   set   a   good   tone,”   said   Ms.   Catherine   Kaczmarek.
 Like Ms. Kaczmarek, Mr. Nermin Cecunjanin likes 
the idea of the lateness prevention policy because it identi-
fies students that are constantly being late. He started to give 

his first period students pop quizzes to reduce the number 
of students coming in 
late, delaying his lessons. 
 Overall,   the   lateness   
prevention   policy   has   had   a   
positive   effect   on   the   school. 
 “We don’t have the ex-

act numbers, but the 
number of late people 
has gone down. We do 
understand students 
go under certain cir-
cumstances that make 
them late, wheth-
er it be the bus or 
weather, but overall, 
people’s attendance 
did improve. Since 
it has   been   working   
out   well,   we’ll   keep   

it   the   way   it   is,   but   maybe   
we’ll   remove   it   in   the   fu-
ture,”   said   Mr.   Franzese.

By Ikra Islam ’19 and Julissa Richards ’20
 Hornets filled the gyms hoping to discov-
er new colleges at the annual college fair on October 25.
 Over 100 colleges and four armed forces recruits at-
tended the fair. The fair provided the approximately 600 students 
in attendance with an opportunity to explore various colleges 
including; CUNYs, SUNYs, private, and out-of-state colleges.
 College representatives, totaling 107, from all over the 
country met with students to speak about 
admission requirements to their schools, 
such as standardized test scores, GPAs, 
and extracurricular activities. Students 
were given pamphlets with listed majors 
and contact information of the college. 
 “It’s a great way to bring the 
colleges and universities to the stu-
dents,” said College Counselor Ms. 
Lorrie Director, who’s been involved 
with the fair for the last five years. 
At the fair, students were able to direct-
ly ask specific questions to representa-
tives.  Representatives made sure that 
interested candidates were able to get 
the answer they needed. Everyone inter-
ested was also asked to sign up for their 
monthly newsletters. The newsletters in-
form students with the latest updates on 
open houses, events and campus tours.  
 “I didn’t realize how com-
petitive college admissions were until I 
saw all the students lined up to meet the 
representatives,” said Jafrin Uddin ’19.
 Mohima Oishe ’19 said, 
“I wish I would’ve known some 
of this information freshmen year, 
it would’ve really been helpful.” 
 The more you know about a 
school early on, the more time you have 
to tailor your profile to their standards.
 College Counselor Ms. 
Stephanie Gluck said it’s import-
ant for students to have an idea early 
on about the colleges they’re interested in. It’s also import-
ant for students to understand what schools are looking for. 
 “Look into majors, clubs, standardized test scores and 
GPA and ask yourself, is this the right fit for me?” said Ms. Gluck. 
 Michelle Bailey, a representative from Stony 
Brook University, said they seek students who chal-
lenge themselves both inside and outside the classroom. 

 Tony Blackwell, a representative from 
Hunter College, said it’s important for students to 
know what particular subject the school excels at. 
 “When I think of Baruch, I think of busi-
ness. When I think of John Jay, I think of criminal jus-
tice. When I think of Hunter, I think sciences. So make 
sure your mission matches ours,” said Blackwell. 
 Henry Mei ’18 said, “For students who couldn’t make 
it to college open houses, this is a wonderful opportunity for them 

to speak with representatives from their prospective schools.” 
 Even though having about 600 students come to 
the fair was a good thing, that enormous number of peo-
ple caused a lot of traffic and made the fair very crowded.
 “I had to wait a long time to meet college rep-
resentatives,” said Xin Lin ’18, “However, once I got 
to meet them I learned a lot about their institution.”
 Despite the chaos, many parents loved and appreciat-

ed the fair. They felt that it helped them, and their child learn
about different schools, both private and public. 
 Sarah Kapoor, who has a daughter in the eleventh 
grade, said that many of the questions she had were successfully 
answered. Some of those questions included “What is the cam-
pus like?” and “What kind of majors does your school have?” 
 Many necessary improvements were made to the fair 
this year and in previous years, such as moving the fair out of 
the basement and into the G-GYM and C-GYM, where it is 

brighter and there is more open space and 
separating popular schools, such as Stony 
Brook University and the John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice to decrease crowding.
  To make this night possible, 
this past June College Counselor Ms. Jean 
Murdoch, went to an annual state confer-
ence that consisted of over 100 schools in 
the country. The counselors talked to as 
many schools as possible about the college 
fair to build publicity. Every year more and 

more schools come, including schools 
like the University of Southern Cali-
fornia (USC) who come annually.
 There’s a lot of things to con-
sider when applying for colleges, 
but being attentive and attending 
events like this one helps make 
the college process an easier one.
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Students walking around the gym asking college representatives questions. 

Hornets Attend College Fair 
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Annie Mema ’18 swiping her card. 
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