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By Shuzhen Deng ’18
Joining a club can help students build leadership skills 

and meet new people. After a long day, we are all tired and want 
to go home. However, the time spent in club will be worth it.

There’s over 50 clubs from which to choose, from art 
to ping-pong. If you join a club, you’ll earn service credit just by 
doing your favorite thing. It is a great opportunity to meet other 
students with similar interests.  

Erika S. Bolt ’18, who was in the KJC(Korean Japa-
nese and Chinese Learning Club) said, “I picked this club be-
cause it’s a fun way to meet people and learn about another coun-
try’s culture and language.” 

Clubs enrich students by teaching them new skills that 
they won’t learn in school. It also makes students feel they are 
part of a group. It gives students confidence in their interest at the 
same time giving them self-esteem. 

Keying Lao ’18, who was in film club, said, “I want to 
learn new skills in photoshop and making films.” 

Lao wasn’t enrolled in film class before, but she’s in-
terested in making films, and she’s able to learn the skill through 

Don’t be a Scrub, Come Join a Club

By Stella Ni ’18 
 The New Museum, a sleek building that houses con-
temporary art in downtown Manhattan, allows viewers to 
become the installations and experience imagery in a variety 
of ways through the unique displays.
 Founded by Marcia Tucker in 1977, the New Mu-
seum has been open to the public since the winter of 2007. 
The museum is open everyday from 11am-6pm, except Mon-
days. General admission fees are $18 however, members and 
visitors under 18 are free. Considering the dynamic artwork 
inside the museum, the admission fee is fairly reasonable.  
 Visitors can buy their ticket at the main entrance 
facing Bowery Street. To the right of the entrance, there’s a 
gift shop full of interesting books and items. Further down 
the lobby is a café where drinks and desserts are served. The 
museum also provides a coat check service for individuals. 
	 On	the	three	main	floors	of	the	Museum	is	Pipilotti	
Rist:	Pixel	Forest.	Swiss	artist,	Pipilotti	Rist,	created	this	exhi-
bition over the past 30 years. From October 26 to January 15, 
the	second,	third,	and	fourth	floor	of	the	museum	were	filled	
with her work. 
	 The	 second	 floor	 opens	 on	 an	 installation	 called	
“administrating eternity.” There’s a series of thin linen sheets 
hanging from the ceiling. Each sheet is about two feet away 
from the next. Rotating images are projected onto the sheets 
to create a lifelike experience. As viewers drift through the 
sheets, it creates a shadow mimicking a movable screen. This 
floor	also	collaborates	with	Pipilotti’s earlier single channel 
works. A short video is presented through a screen in in-

dividual pods by the elevator wall. Each pod is shaped as a 
pyramid connected to the wall.
 “When I visited the museum, I was captivated by the 
unusual exhibit,” said Ruobin Lin ’18. “The museum is relax-
ing and takes you away from the busy world.”
	 In	an	isolated	corner	of	the	second	floor	is	a	model	
of a mini one story home. The model depicts an American 
dream house displaying all aspects of a home. The pavement 
on the front lawn leads down to a garage where two cars are 
parked. In front of the main doors are several pots of plants 
that make the whole display more welcoming. The lights il-
luminate  the inside of the building making the artwork more  
tangible. The backdrop shows the landscape seen from the 
house, a shadow of a tree on a hill. The contrast of the lights 
around and within this display has a sunset theme. 
	 The	third	floor	is	where	viewers	encounter	the	Pix-
ie	Forest.	This	display	is	what	inspired	Pipilotti	to	 	title	the	
exhibition. 
 Missimiliano Gioni, artistic director of the new mu-
seum said, “The	Pixie	Forest	is	similar	to	a	led	screen	that’s 
been exploded in space.” 
	 According	to	Gioni,	the	Pixie	Forest	has	over	3000	
lights connected through wires hanging from the ceiling. 
Each light is a pixel that’s been isolated and emerged in a 
cast. The lights change color uniformly to show a mesmer-
izing ocean of illumination. Towards the right corner were 
a series of overlapping videos that were projected onto two 
complimentary walls in the corner. The museum provides 
a couple of beanbags for visitors to lay down and enjoy the 
panoramic view of the magical lights and digital projector. 
The changing colors of the led lights, video, and soothing mu-
sic allow the viewer in a sense to become part of the images 
themselves. 
	 On	 the	 fourth	 floor	 is	an	 installation	 that	shows	a	
complete transformation of space. It uses the architectural 
structure of the museum to its advantage. The cubic shape of 
the	museum	could	be	portrayed	as	a	bedroom.	On	this	floor,	
viewers are invited to lay down on the beds provided with a 
couple of pillows. Looking up towards the ceiling, are more 
videos	 of	 Pipilotti’s channel works. The bedroom allows 
viewers to lay down with complete strangers and admire the 
digital	fiasco	together.	
 The New Museum is Manhattan’s only dedicated 
contemporary art museum.

New Museum Displays 
Contemporary Art By Lauren Heng ’18

 Known as the “romantic holiday,” Valentine’s Day is 
much more than the celebration of love or giving bears, choco-
lates, and flowers to our loved ones.
 Valentine’s Day is clouded in myth and legend with 
uncanny roots. 

This romantic holiday was once known as Saint Val-
entine’s Day to native Romans. A typical celebration involved a 
commemorative feast, lasting two days (February 13 to February 
15), which was filled with naked people and pure intoxication. 
Furthermore, Arnie Seipel’s February 13, 2011 www.npr.org arti-
cle “The Dark Origins Of Valentine’s Day,” describes the games 
men would play for entertain-
ment. Men sacrificed dogs and 
goats, then used their hides to 
brutally whip and harm wom-
en. Some women agreed and 
volunteered for this treatment, 
believing it would increase 
their chances of fertilization.
 Other areas of Rome 
celebrated their day in secrecy 
by getting married. According 
to The Telegraph’s February 1, 
2017 article “Valentine’s Day 
2017: What it has to do with 
love? And who was St. Valen-
tine?” by Cameron Macphail 
and Saffron Alexander, Emper-
or Claudius banned marriages 
to encourage a strong and successful army. The hopeless roman-
tics who disagreed with this ban would use Valentine’s Day as a 
day to fix marriages. 
 Modern day society celebrates this day by sharing and 
exchanging time, food, and gifts with their loved ones. According 
to The Huffington Post’s February 10, 2015 article, “The History 
(And Present) of Valentine’s Day” by Mitch Ditkoff, Valentine’s 
Day wasn’t associated with romance until the late 14th century. 
 “Usually on Valentine’s Day, I spend the morning buy-
ing chocolate for my friends and for myself because it’s not just 
about romantic relationships, the ones with your friends are just 
as important,” said Josephine Wu ’18.
 According to the article “Valentine’s Day in the United 
States” in www.timeanddate.com many people celebrate Valen-
tine’s Day by sending cards, giving gifts or flowers and arranging 
special nights in restaurants and hotels. Valentine’s Day cards 

What’s the Point of Valentine’s Day? 
are usually decorated with the basic symbols of cupid, red hearts 
(hearts in general) or different roses. However, some people use 
this occasion to give extravagant gifts, such as jewelry or hand-
bags. 
 “To me, Valentine’s Day can be celebrated by every-
one,” said Wu. “I think it’s also about showing appreciation for 
all of the positive relationships you have in your life. Even if you 
are single on Valentine’s you shouldn’t feel down because there 
are always good things happening around you.”
 Aside from its underlying history and modern day fes-
tivities, the commercialization of love is a huge hit for business 
owners. According to www.usnews.com February 11, 2016 ar-
ticle, “Americans to Drop $20 Billion for Valentine’s Day” by 
Andrew Soergel, Americans would shell out about $19.7 billion 

for Valentine’s Day. Those who are ex-
pected to celebrate will most likely spend 
an average of $146.84 on Valentine’s Day 
related gifts. 
 “Well I am not in a relationship 
and I find it pretty pointless,” said Ethan 
Ng ’18. “Everyday should feel like Valen-
tine’s Day if you’re in a good relationship. 
Also it makes me feel kind of sad when 
I realize that everyone around me are re-
ceiving flowers and chocolates while I 
buy chocolates for myself.” 
 According to www.fundivo.com 
article “Valentine’s Day spending sta-
tistics” $4.5 billion dollars was spent on 
jewelry during Valentine’s Day, followed 
by $4.4 billion on an evening out. Further-
more, $1.98 billion was spent on flower, 

$2 billion on clothing, $1.76 billion on candy, $1.68 billion on 
gift cards/gift certificates, and $1.14 billion for greeting cards. 
Every year the numbers go up even further!
 Some stores or restaurants even promote themselves 
by giving out specials and discounts to celebrate the day. Typi-
cally a day after Valentine’s Day, drug stores would discount all 
the chocolates and candies that haven’t been bought the day be-
fore. 
 Let’s not forget about those who cringe at the word 
“Valentine” or “love.” Despite showing your expressive love and 
affection towards your loved ones, there are just those who don’t 
see the point in Valentine’s Day.
 “I don’t like Valentine’s Day,” said Michelle Chen ’18. 
“To me it doesn’t seem right to celebrate your relationship on that 
day just because it is Valentine’s Day and people shouldn’t wait 
on this day to express themselves to their lover.”

film club. 
Clubs can also benefit your college application. Col-

leges seek smart and outgoing students who participate in many 
activities. It looks good on a college application to show commit-
ment and dedication to something. The types of classes and clubs 
you are taking give colleges a sense of your interests and what 
you want to achieve.

Angel Zou ’17, one of the students who started the 
KJC said, “It allowed me to meet other students from the younger 
grades and at the same time it helped me develop leadership. The 
process it takes to get a club starting and the experience will most 
likely be the same in college.” 

Clubs not only look good on your application, they 
also shapes students to become better leaders, which is important 
for future jobs.
 There will be a club and sports fair on March 9, dur-
ing period 10, in the cafeteria for any student who is interested 
in joining one. Students can also go to the Midwood website or 
the coordinator of student affairs, Mr. Kolotkin, in room 417 for 
the club list or any additional information.
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Pipilotti Pixel Forest.

                   Upcoming Events
-Riverbank State Park 20th Annual College Fair 
March 4, 2017 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM
145th Street & Riverside Drive, Manhattan 

-Breakfast with the Principal 
March 3, 2017
room 155
9:00 AM -10:00 AM 

-Fashion Disaster Senior Day
March 9, 2017


