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By Damali Ramirez ’18
Groundswell, a non-profit art organization, will unveil 

a new mural on Flatbush Ave towards the end of June. The mu-
ral will be completed in the second week of June, and it hopes 
to capture the diversity of the junction. 
 Lead artist, Chris Soria, and assistant artist, Alexis 
Mena guide the volunteers while working on the project and 
expand their artistic ho-
rizons. 
        “Don’t let school 
or academics dictate 
what your art is, art is 
personal, art is diligent, 
art is for you until you 
decide otherwise,” said 
Mena as advice for 
young artists. 
 Counci lman 
Jumaane D. Williams 
came up with the idea 
of diversity in Flatbush 
for the mural, according 
to Mena. Mr. Williams 
is paying for the project 
because he believes di-
versity in a community 
makes it unique. 
 Although Mr. 
Williams came up with the 
concept, it was Soria and 
his team who designed the artwork. Soria has been working with 
Groundswell for eight years but has been an artist for 20 years. 
 Approximately 15 volunteers from Midwood show up 
to work on the 1,000 square feet wall on Mondays and Wednes-
days from 2:30 - 5:30 p.m. 
 Elyse Cruz ’17, a volunteer, said, “I volunteered to 
paint the mural because it feels rewarding to be part of something 
amazing. To be able to put a mural for the community you live in 

is really good.”  
 However, the volunteers face many obstacles during 
the art process. During AP exam week, five kids showed up to 
scrape the old grey paint off that was previously there. Then, 
they applied primer paint on it, which is an undercoat layer that 
ensures the new paint will remain. 
      It took two weeks to finish the process, and it delayed 

the original schedule.  
 “I don’t see it 
as problems more like 
challenges. The size of 
the wall is the biggest 
challenge of this mu-
ral,” said Soria. Week 
by week, Soria and his 
team continue to remain 
optimistic about the mu-
ral and finishing it as 
scheduled. 

 Vandalism was a con-
cern from the start and vol-
unteers were told graffiti was 
likely to occur before, during, 
or after the painting process. 
Unfortunately, at one point 
Soria and the volunteers 
found graffiti at the edge of 
the wall, giving them another 

challenge to face.
        The mural features a geometric bright pattern background 
with the colors yellow, blue, orange, purple, and brown. On top 
of the background there will be a diverse population of people. 
 Ada Jiang ’18 said, “I hope it makes people happy to 
be in junction. I hope people are more accepting to each other.” 
 Soria said, “Embrace what you gravitate towards, 
whether that’s art, academics, dancing, and scrap booking. Listen 
to your inner voice,” as his advice to young aspiring artists. 

By Sarah Cen ’18 and Lauren Heng ’18
 As a way to showcase the creativity of students, Pat-
terns has made a return in its yearly magazine publication. Pat-
terns is Midwood’s literary journal that enables students to ex-
press their creativity through writing and artwork.
 The magazine presents different types of original writ-
ing, such as poetry and short stories, accompanied by visuals, 
such as photography, illustrations, and graphic designs, to bring 
the words to life. This year, Patterns focused on the theme of 
transformation. The Patterns Club, led by English teacher Ms. 
Melissa Pentangelo, participates in the production of the Patterns 
magazine.

“Patterns Club provides a creative outlet for kids who 
want to expand their artistic variety,” said Joanne Yao ’18. “In a 
way, this club allows us to develop distinct creative styles by giv-
ing more imaginative leeway outside of a normal curriculum.”
 The focus of the club is centered on the making of the 
literary journal. Students meet weekly to read and give feedback 
to the works submitted, by discussing its relevance to the theme 
and reviewing the overall content. Furthermore, they choose the 
ones that best fit the theme of the magazine and help edit them 

for conventions and continuity. In addi-
tion to writing by students, the club members also read famous 
works and learn to improve their writing skills. According to Ms. 
Pentangelo, Patterns gives students the opportunity to meet with 
like-minded people and collaborate through reflection and dis-
cussion.
 Members agree that Patterns allows them to grow as 
a writer, meet new friends with similar interests, and learn new 
skills. They feel that the club provides them with insight on dif-
ferent perspectives through poetry.
 “Patterns helped me work on my grammatical skills 
and prepared myself for college,” said Samina Ahmad ’17. “Be-
cause of this club, I’ve learned how to use InDesign and Photo-
shop.”

As the semester progresses, the members work on lay-
outs and editing for the magazine. Editors of the club decide on 
which submissions to include through a voting system.

“In the club, our final product is the magazine,” said 
Erica Levin ’17, the art director of Patterns. “I felt accomplished 
once it was finally set to print and was amazed that a group of 
students were able to create this together and for it to turn out the 
way it did.”

Ms. Pentangelo describes her students’ works as a trea-
sure chest filled with various adventures and jewels of literature. 
The students contribute to the magazine by putting effort into 
their writing, in hopes of connecting with the audience. Hard 
work does seem to pay off, as a few of her students were compli-
mented for their writing at a recent event.
 On May 12, Ms. Pentangelo brought students to the 
Poetry Festival at City College to give support to fellow students 
who were presenting their poems on stage. Two of her students, 
Agha Shah ’18 and Regina Wong ’18, won honorable mention at 
the citywide contest.

“The students really enjoyed the trip and I was so 
proud of our winners for being brave and stepping outside of 
their comfort zone,” said Ms. Pentangelo. “It was an amazing 
accomplishment for them and an enjoyable experience for all in 
attendance.”

Overall, Patterns magazine captures the emotions and 
imagination of students and shares those feelings for others to 
read and relate to. It serves as a creative outlet in the Midwood 
community and allows students to truly express themselves. 

“We are very proud of what we have achieved in our 
club and each year, we work very diligently to produce a maga-
zine that is unique and innovative,” said Ms. Pentangelo.

If anyone is interested in purchasing the 2017 version 
of Patterns, they can visit Ms. Pentangelo in room 313 during 
periods 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8 and purchase a copy for $5.

New Mural Brightens Flatbush Area Patterns Gives Students 
Creative Outlet

Students painting the mural.
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Patterns club. 
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By Nicole Gelfman ’18
Criminal law classes got the opportunity to see the Na-

tional Constitution in Philadelphia on May 17, providing new 
insight for students interested in the fundamentals of how our 
country works.  
 31 students attended the trip 
along with four chaperones on a coach 
bus at no expense. 

When students first arrived to 
the National Constitution Center, they 
went to see a show called, America Ris-
ing, which discussed the history and 
general meaning of the phrase, “We the 
People.” The show also addressed how 
the country developed and the influ-
ence it has on modern day Americans. 

Afterwards, the students 
were greeted by tour guides who ac-
quainted them with a magistrate judge 
from the United States District Court 
in Camden, N.J. Magistrate judges are 
people who aid district court judges 
(who are assigned to their particular 
area)  in their duties and court appear-
ances. 

The program allows students 
to meet with judges so that they can 
further inquire about their professions. 
This can often inspire the impression-
able youth who aim to become legal workers in the future. The 
students then moved onto the museum after an hour of meeting 
with the judge. 

The students were able to discover the museum at their 
own rate and enjoy interactive activities such as mock elections 
and try on Supreme Court judge robes. 

Lastly, the group visited the Hall of Signers, where 
there were statues of all the founding fathers who contributed to 

the Constitution. 
The location is strategic because students got to see 

multiple historical landmarks such as the Liberty Bell and Inde-
pendence Hall. 

 Amanda Esau ’17 stated, “I got to 
learn from the judge about actual 
constitutional applications, which 
I found interesting. We learn the 
Constitution in school, but we 
learned how it actually played 
into real life. I would visit it again 
because I do enjoy it.”
 The trip was part of the 
Bill of Rights program, which re-
quired students to take a test be-
fore and after the trip. During the 

trip, students watched an additional pre-
sentation on the Due Process Clause of the 
14th Amendment. 
  The Bill of Rights is 
something that the criminal law classes 
learn as it portrays the basic rights of the 
people and the law as a whole. The Due 
Process clause of the 14th Amendment ap-

plies in the legal system as, “inno-
cent before proven guilty,” and that 
everyone is treated equally if they 
are a citizen in the United States. 
 Victoria Haimov ’18 said, “This 

trip helped me learn about the way America came about. It also 
helped me learn about the law system that was developed that we 
continue to use today.”
 Mr. Stuart Rothstein, the law coordinator and teacher, 
stated, “The National Constitution Center is a valuable place for 
all students to see.  It is across the mall from Independence Hall 
and a block from the Liberty Bell.  Also, how many times does a 
high school student get to sit down and speak to a judge?” 

Law Class Visits History In Philapelphia  
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News

Incoming Freshman:
Vaclav and Lena by Haley Tanner
Left to Tell by Immaculee Iibagiza
The astonishing life of Octavio Nothing by MT Anderson
Bodega Dreams by Ernesto Quinonez
July’s People by Nadine Gordimer
When I was Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago
 
Rising Sophomores:
I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
In defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto by Michael Polan
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the night-time by Mark Haddon
Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Krik ? Krak ! by Edwidge Danticat
Fresh Off the Boat: A Memoir by Eddie Huang
 
Rising Juniors:
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd
Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine Brooks
The River king by Alice Hoffman
We were the Mulvaneys by Joyce Carol Oats
 Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver
Cavalier and Clay by Michael Chabon

The last town on Earth by Thomas Mullen
112263 by Stephen King
  
Rising Seniors:
All Creatures Great and Small by James Herriot
Funny in Farsi by Firoozeh Dumas 
Revolution is Not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine
Rocket Boys (October Sky) by Homer Hickam
Stick Figure: A Diary of My Former Self by Lori Gottlieb
A Walk in the Wood: Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail, 
by BillBryson
The Pact : Three young men make a promise and fulfill a dream by 
Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, ,Rameck Hunt and Lisa Frazier.
 
Advanced Placement English Literature only
Read the following and one of the books assigned to your grade above:
 How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining 
Guide to Reading Between the Lines
Thomas C. Foster
The Secret History by Donna Tartt
 

National Constitution Center in Philadel-
phia.

Advanced Placement English Language and composition only
Read the following and one of the books assigned to your grade above:
On Writing Well by William Zinsser (including chapter 10)
 
AP Capstone Seminar
Outliers by M Gladwell
Best American Science and Nature writing 2015 by Amy Stuart

AP Capstone Research
Think Like a Freak by Steven D. Levitt
Outliers: the Story of Success by M.Gladwell 

Summer Reading List


