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By Anna Wong ’17
  A home, a safe haven, that’s what Council for Unity 
provides. In Room 307, students learn lessons  ranging from rac-
ism to bigotry to violence. 

Council for Unity Inc. is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to strengthening communities and helping youth to be 
on track for college and life. The mission statement of Council 
for Unity is “To empower young people, individuals, and groups 
with the skills necessary to promote safety, unity and achieve-
ment in schools and communities.”

This program is active at Midwood High School as 
well as other schools like John Dewey, Seth Low, David A. 
Boody and more. Council for Unity has programs, also called 
chapters, throughout New York State, in other states, and in for-
eign countries. 
 Founded by Robert J. DeSena, an English teacher at 
John Dewey High School in 1975, the goal of Council for Unity 
was to end bullying and violence that was going on in the school 
at that time. He brought the gang leaders together and confronted 
them about their racial division. The gang leaders did not oppose 
each other anymore and left a legacy which inspired others. 

Council for Unity is unlike any other program seeking 
to prevent violence and gang activity. Council for Unity creates 
a positive environment for students and offers a model that pri-
oritizes family. 

“It is not a program, it is a culture that replaces nega-
tive behavior and ideologies with positive ones,” said Kyle Har-
mon, Coordinator of Alumni Affairs at Council for Unity. 

Council for Unity brings people from all different 
backgrounds and cultures together and teach them how they can 
each work for unity at their school. 

“Also, all of our members are lifetime members will 
stay involved for the rest of their lives. In addition, Council for 
Unity holds parties, leadership awards, college tours, the Annual 
Induction Ceremony which brings over 800 youth together from 
our network every year at the Crest Hollow Country Club in 
Long Island,“ added Mr. Harmon.

The four pillars that Council for Unity stands by are 
FUSE: Family, Unity, Self-esteem, and Empowerment. For 42 
years and counting, Council for Unity has shown a decrease in 
violence in communities and schools. Council for Unity is part-
nered with schools, communities, police departments, and pris-
ons. Mr. Harmon, Coordinator of Alumni Affairs at Council for 
Unity and a member, reflected his experience during his time at 
Council for Unity. 

“Since becoming a member in 2001, I have expe-
rienced personal growth and substantial change in myself and 
others. Through Council for Unity, I have witnessed change in 
places where people said there was no hope like our chapters in 
prisons,” said Mr. Harmon.

In 1990, the Council for Unity program began at Mid-
wood High School. Ms. Kaufman is the teacher for that class. 
The Council for Unity class is an elective. Students follow a syl-
labus, complete classwork pertaining to the lesson, and partici-
pate in class discussions. 

“Supplemental lessons about financial responsibility 
and growth are added such as workshops on independent living,” 
added Mr. Harmon.

Ms. Kaufman enjoys teaching the class and believes 
it is helpful to her students. Ms. Kaufman said she sees a big 
improvement in the behavior and performances of her students 
in the class. 

Andre Jenkins Jr. ’17, student in the Council for Unity 
class, said the class helped him come out of his shell. He par-
ticipated more in his classes, became more outgoing, and more 
involved. Similarly, Shaquanna Watts ’18, also a student in the 
Council for Unity class, said she learned how to be more con-
fident and how to have greater self esteem towards life due to 
the  class.

Kyle Harmon currently heads the Council for Unity af-
terschool program in Midwood High School on Thursdays from 
3:30-5:00 p.m. 

“In the afterschool program, we discuss a lot of topics 
geared towards the success of the youth that participate,” said 
Mr. Harmon.

By Kaitlyn Brathwaite ’18
The Guilder Lehrman program, managed by some of 

the History Department’s teachers, tries to mold their students 
into leaders through various courses.

“The program is named after two gentlemen who start-
ed an institute to promote the study of American history in public 
schools,” said Matthew Bo-
navita, one of the program’s 
organizers.  “They funded 
our program since 2000. 
Once they stopped donat-
ing, we’ve received contri-
butions out of the generos-
ity of others who believe 
in our children’s develop-
ment.”  

The Gilder Leh-
rman program is offered to 
students when they’re in the 
9th grade, and continues to 
be offered until the students 
graduate, leaving them with 
new information about 
more obscure parts of histo-
ry, which are not discussed 
in regular history classes.  

The program is run by Mr. Bonavita, Mr. Joseph Peters, 
Mr. Eugene Resnick, and many other teachers, who teach Sports 
History, Urban History, and other classes under the program’s 
elective sections.  Once the children are in the 12th grade, they 
go on an all-expenses paid trip to Washington D.C. to discover 
more about American history, as well as to learn more about the 

world around them.
 “Mr. Bonavita manages the trips,” said Mr. Resnick.

“We usually spend a night in D.C.,” said Mr. Bonavita.  
“We saw most of the national memorials on the first day, and 
headed to some museums on the second.  This year, we saw the 
Declaration of Independence at the National Archives, and many 
other things which revolve around American history.”

The trip is not 
only a way to teach the stu-
dents about history, it also 
gives children great life ex-
periences they can remem-
ber as they mature. 

“Our kids work 
hard, they deserve the expe-
rience,” Mr. Bonavita said. 
“We don’t ask the children 
to support the program, or 
make them sell anything for 
it because we want them to 

focus.  They matter more than the 
money.”
  Thanks to the Guilder 
Lehrman program, incoming 
students can learn about diverse 
parts of history, and improve their 

education. Most importantly, howev-
er, they come out of the program as better people with fuller lives 
based on their experiences; and that will go down in history. 

“The best part of Guilder Lehrman is getting to do our 
part in society to inform the children, and send them into the 
world as great people,” Mr Bonavita said.

By Sumaya Ahmed ’18 & Ashley Masih ’18
 The stage was set for the sophomore researchers as 
they presented their projects at the annex on May 24 for all of 
the research students to see.  
  With the guidance of research teachers Ms. Shaniece 
Mosley and Ms. Stacy Goldstein, the students conducted ex�
periments, collected and analyzed data, and practiced their 
speaking skills in preparation for the fair. 
  “The science fair is always exciting for both the 
presenters and the judges,” said Mr. Glenn �lert, the fair coor��lert, the fair coor�
dinator. “�ach year, we always have our special judges which 
consist of alumni who come back to judge again and be apart 
of the science fair.”
  Before the event, Mr. �lert gave a short speech to 
all the judges. With 110 
judges in all, they con�
sisted of junior, senior, 
and alumni research�
ers. 
  “For me last 
year, getting judged by 
upperclassmen was a 
bit nerve�wracking,” 
said Saba Iqbal ’18. 
“This year, I want to 
be sure I make the stu�
dents as comfortable as 
possible when present�
ing to me.”
     To score 
the presenters, the 
judges each watched 
three sophomores 
present their projects. 
Then, on a paper with 
categories including 
the poster board, 
methods, introduction 
of the project, and total 
analysis, the judges gave 
the presenters scores 
on a scale of 1�10. Then, 
they added up the individual category scores. Juniors had 
been assigned three projects to judge and graded them on 
a system out of 60 points for single projects and 70 points 
for partner project. The winners of the projects include first 
place, second place, third place, and honorary mentions. 
 Vladimir Svidruk ’1� presented his project on cock�Svidruk ’1� presented his project on cock�
roaches and their tolerance to certain environments. 
  “I bought my cockroaches from a petshop and then 
tested them with certain materials.” said Svidruk. “Ms. Gold�
stein heavily prepared us for the event, she provided us with 
the necessary materials that were needed for some projects, 
including mine.”
 After doing many presentations during research 
classes, Kenny Pierre Louis ’1� shared Svidruk’s thoughts. 
  “After doing many presentations with [Mr. Kolotkin 
and Ms. Mosley] it positively affected how I presented in front 
of the judges.”
  In preparing for the science fair, some of the 
presenters gained more than just new scientific knowledge. 

  “In doing this project, I learned a lot about 
presentation and being able to speak to an audience 
effectively.” said Pierre Louis. It took a lot of time making, 
ordering, and setting up. Time management was something I 
really got from doing the science fair.”
  Svidruk also admitted that it not only allowed him 
to gain experience in presenting, but it also gave him more 
experience within the scientific field.
  “I wouldn’t consider myself as a very science type of 
person, but after doing this it was kind of interesting finding 
out about spikes and neurons and how they all relate to us 
humans as well,” said Svidruk. 
  The judges and presenters were all given food 
afterwards, coordinated by Mr. Tovia �osenfeld, which con�Tovia �osenfeld, which con�
sisted of sandwiches, salads, desserts, and drinks. During 

this time, the 
j u d g e s 
and pre�
s e n t e r s 
gathered 
with their 
f r i e n d s 
and some 
s e n i o r s 
s p o k e 
a b o u t 
how they 

may not be 
able to see all 
this next year.
 “The science 
fair has 
always been 
s o m e t h i n g 
that was so 
much fun 
to do,” said 
Hufsa Tasnim 
’17. “It gets 

me really upset that I may not be able to see all 
this next year, I will try my best to become a guest 
judge.”

    Midwood has been holding the event since the school 
opened in 1�40. 
  Vincent Wang ’18 said, “ It feels weird being on 
the other end now, judging these sophomores makes myself 
proud on how far I’ve achieved within the research program 
and that I haven’t given up that drive I had as a sophomore 
last year.”
  For some, conducting experiments was stressful. 
However, students were still able to find joy in their work.
 Nimrah Naseer ’1 � said, “ This [project] was really 
stressful for me, I like the writing aspect of science research 
but the actual hands�on activities aren’t my favorite part.” 
  The science fair started after tenth period, and 
judging started as the sophomores finalized their boards. 
After most juniors were done judging the projects and 
grading them on rubrics, the fair ended with food being 
served to all. 
  Winners will be announced early June on 
midwoodscience.org 

DC Trip Brings History to Life Council for Unity Works
to End Violence

Sophomores Display Projects
at Science Fair

Gilder Lehrman students in Washington D.C. 
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Students in the midst of  the science fair. 
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