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By Alexis Baird ’18 and Anthony Tran ’18
High school students who want to leave their school 

have the option of transferring to another school. Students have 
a 50% chance of being able to get into the school of their choice 
a second time. 

Mrs. Marcy Kotler said, “ It’s an opportunity for 9th 
graders to re-apply for an application for another high school for 
10th grade.”

In this school, it is possible to get a seat at one of the 
programs, but not very easy. According to the NYC High School 
Directory 2017, the Medical Science Program and the Humani-
ties Institute are known for their amazing reputations. There are 
200 to 300 seats for more than 4,000 applicants in each program 
for the first round, and 20 to 30 seats available for each program 
for students who are seeking to transfer to this school. Therefore, 
it is highly selective.  
 I (Alexis Baird ’18) went to Benjamin Banneker High 
School in my freshman year. The education was pretty good; 
however, I didn’t like the environment. I decided that I needed 
to be in a more comfortable setting and in a school closer to my 
house. I had to take two trains to go to school, and now I just take 
one bus straight to school. In addition, Midwood also offered 
programs, such as Med-Sci, that were interesting to me. To get 
into this program meant a lot to me because I knew it would open 
more learning opportunities for me. By focusing more on math 
and science, it would eventually prepare me for the field I’m in-
terested in going into the near future.
           I (Anthony Tran ’18) went to Lafayette High School. It is 
located in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn. It was convenient since I lived 

By Rebecca Chan ’18
AP United States History (APUSH) is a college level 

course that teaches the students the study of different eras in 
American history. With the use of different themes, it provides 
information on the events that inspired the nation’s triumphs to-
day. 

One of the three APUSH teachers is Ms. Cecelia Man-
no. She challenges her AP classes, yet appeals to the students 
as much possible. She creates interesting lessons that are relat-
able to the class and makes the students discuss in groups, in 

exchange for different ideas.
Ms. Manno said, “I use both audio and visuals because 

only one gets boring. You won’t understand notes, but if I add a 
visual, it will make it clearer.”

According to many students, the class is not difficult, 
but it is all about time management. 

“You have make sure you’re on top of your outlines 
and you are handing them in on time or else it can bring down 
your grade,” Ashlee Basant ’18 said. “As well as on the tests, you 
have to make sure you are always aware of the time.”

APUSH students are assigned outlines every week, 
which means they are required to read long chapters and write 
the main idea and theme about them.

Since APUSH with Ms. Manno is indeed stressful, stu-
dents take passing matters in their own hands.

Safia Hamouche ’18 said, “I study by watching AP 
Course videos online that my tutor recommends for me and defi-
nitely crash course on outlines help.”

Similarly, Basant stated that she studies for tests by re-
viewing notes, outlines, and watching crash course videos. 

Considering that Ms. Manno pushes her students to the 
maximum, students come up with their own tips to succeed in 
the class. 

In APUSH, students write a lot in order to improve 
their understanding of the themes in history. The themes include 
ideas, politics, geography, identity, America in the world, peo-
pling, and work.

According to Ms. Manno, the students should focus on 
the writing processes such as document based essays in order to 
pass the class. Students should also study the main ideas of the 
eras to see how they relate to the theme.

Ms. Manno challenges her AP classes in order to show 
an emphasis on the college level work. Students stay on task by 
putting effort into their studying.

Jahongir Davronov ’18 said, “Ms. Manno is a good 
teacher who explains the lesson well. She provides clarification 
on everything that her students are unsure about in the textbook.”  

Hamouche said, “I remind myself this is a college class 
and this is the type of work I’ll be doing in the future so I might 
as well get prepared now.” 
 Future students who are interested in APUSH junior 
year can enjoy learning the history of their nation. APUSH pro-
vides academic benefits in the the long run. 
 “It looks great for college and it is not that hard of a 
class,” Hamouche stated. “It just requires you to put in effort.” 
 In addition, Davronov said, “You get to write outlines 
and see the difference between the way a textbook teaches his-
tory and a way teacher teaches history.” 
 It is useful to take this course not just because of the 
subject matter, but the fact that it assists with the time manage-
ment and important skills for college. 
 Students who are interested in APUSH should start 
applying at the end of tenth grade. 

Ms. Manno Challenges 
Students in APUSH

Personal Perspectives...
Transfer Students Make Choice for Fresh Start

near that school. The education there was different; the school 
doesn’t take Regents. As a result, it focused on giving more 
research-based projects. The school didn’t have a huge variety of 
AP courses or extracurricular activities at that time. The teachers 
were nice and passionate about teaching and the students were 
easy to talk to. After freshmen year, I decided to transfer to 
Midwood High School because it offers more opportunities, like 
AP courses. It also has a better reputation and more diversity. 
              One significant reason students transferred to Midwood 
was because of its huge variety of opportunities. 
           Julie Liu ’18 said, “I felt that Midwood had more opportunities 
to give than the school I formerly went to. Seeing the potential 
options from Midwood, I quickly applied. I felt that Midwood 
had more opportunities to give than the school I formerly went 
to. I discovered many clubs, sports, and afterschool programs I 
can attend to. With approximately 4,000 students, Midwood high 
school is culturally diverse. After joining Midwood, I was able to 
make many new friends and interact with many great teachers.”
              Another reason students  might transfer is because they 
wanted to be in a largely populated school.
          Darcy Montana ’18 said, “I transferred to Midwood 
because I went to a small private school before this, and I needed 
a change. Midwood has a lot more students and more club and 
sports teams, which my other school did not provide.”
          Overall, transferring to a new school is a good way to settle  
into and explore a new environment. You can make new friends 
from different cultures. Transferring can also lead to new and 
challenging academic opportunities. 

By Ashley Masih ’18
 Dreamlands is an exhibit in which modern art meets 
cinema that was open from October 28, 2016 to February 5, 2017. 
 The Whitney Museum of Ameri-
can Art is an art museum located in Man-
hattan, specifically in the West Village/
Meatpacking District. Its address is 99 
Gansevoort St, New York, NY 10014. It 
was moved from a previous location in the 
Upper East Side; the new building was de-
signed by Renzo Piano. It is now located 
on the southern side of the High Line park.
 According to whitney.org, 
general admission for adults is $22, 
for seniors/students it is $17 and any-
one under 18 enters free. Tickets are 
available to purchase online as well. 
 Dreamlands was an inter-
esting exhibit to experience; with as-
pects of cinematic features within 
modern art, it was certainly a twist.
 Throughout the mu-
seum, there were screens playing 
videos as art installations. The art-
ists conveyed their art and message in a digital way. 
 Such characters presented in these installations 
were anime characters, cyborgs and artificial intelligence bots. 

A student from Fort Hamilton, Adam Attia ’18, 
said, “It definitely is a very weird museum, but a good 
kind of weird, I love Hito Steyerl’s installation the most.” 

Hito Steyerl created an installation called “Factory of 
the Sun.”  It was a dark room with blue gridded patterns through-
out the room.  There is a big TV in the middle where it plays 

her creation or interpretation. As moca.org noted about Steyerl’s 
art, it “tells the surreal story of workers whose forced moves 
in a motion capture studio are turned into artificial sunshine.” 

Ivy Li ’18 said, “I like the artwork 
where a musicians were able to convert 
music to visual shapes and colors so 
each color and shape had a meaning.” 

There is one floor with 
the entire exhibit, the other floors 
were dedicated to other galleries. 
The film program of this installation 
was also presented on the third floor. 

Valerie Pichkhadze ’18 said, 
“My favorite part of the museum was the 
pink room, it was covered in different 

bright lights and oranges all around the room.”
This installation was called East-

ernsports created by Alex Da Corte and Jay-
son Musson, it was a world of neon lights, 
oranges on the floor and videos displaying 
the updated version of the play Our Town. 

Notably, Line Describing a 
Cone, by Anthony McCall, was a sur-
prise for some people when they walked in. 

Shelly Masih ’20 said, “I was definitely sur-
prised when I was walked into a dark room with just a white 
light shooting towards a black background. As you walk 
closer, you can see the mist when walking into the cone.” 

The Whitney is comparable to the New Museum and 
it’s floorplan and flow of the galleries are similar to one other. 

My final thought on the Whitney is that it is a 
great museum for a quick visit, especially if you’re under 18. 

Modern Art Meets Cinema at the Whitney

Part of  Dreamland exhibit
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Ms. Manno, one of  the APUSH teachers.

 Mrs. Matilda Cuomo, the mother of Governor Andrew Cuomo and 
former first lady of New York, visited Midwood on February 16, 2017 to dis-
cuss the peer mentoring program that started this year.

Midwood Alumnus Inspires Mentors
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