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By Yusha Rahique ’18
         With the closing of yet another successful debate season, 
the team gathered at the Citi Foundation in Manhattan to cel-
ebrate their accomplishments. Even in the stages of its fledgling 
second year, the team won first place in the city and consistently 
had members place in the top ten. 

“The team teaches you to be independent, it teaches 
you to do research on your own, and it helps you to learn to 
present yourself in a very confident manner,” coach Thomas 
stated. “It is a verbal spar-
ring match and brings out 
the inner instinct to argue a 
point and defend yourself. 
The students have such a 
work load that I am going 
to make the debate class an 
elective next year.”
          Part of being on the 
debate team means arguing 
any topic, even those 
you may have never 
heard of.
         “It is quite dif-
ficult for the students, 
only having a month to 
prepare for a topic. We 
had to prepare to argue 
about topics such as 
Carbon tax which isn’t 
exactly a popular sub-
ject to debate,” said Thomas.
          Tragedy struck the team 
recently, with the heartbreaking news of  Kara Healy’s death. In 
her honor, the NYC Urban Debate Leader introduced the Kara 
Healy Spirit Award.
         “Kara Healy was a novice. After only her first two de-
bates, she was immediately placed on the Varsity team winning 
her first tournament and even debating at Princeton University,” 
Ms. Thomas stated. “The award that was created in her honor 
represents a spirit of leadership and dedication and is given to 
those who are fearless, fierce and have great strength in charac-
ter, qualities Kara herself had”.

By Ashlee Basant ’18 and Rianna Russell ’18
    Key Club took part in the AIDS Walk to make it pos-
sible for the Gay Men’s Health Crisis (GMHC) to provide help to 
over 9,000 people impacted by AIDS in NYC. 

AIDS Walk New York has inspired people to walk 
and donate to raise money to combat HIV and AIDS. The funds 
raised at the event will sustain the prevention, care and advo-
cacy programs for thousands of people affected by the disease. It 
also is sponsored by many organizations like Starbucks, Target, 
Muscle Milk, etc.    

AIDS Walk New York took place on May 21, 2017, 
when participants joined in on a 10-kilometer walk through Cen-
tral Park, which took roughly two to three hours to complete. 

The Key Club President, Wendy Lliguichuzhca ’18, 
called this experience tiring, yet eye opening. Not only does this 
event bring thousands of people together, it also united different 
high schools.

Students from different Key Clubs in the tri-state area 
came together at the William Tecumseh Sherman Statue at Grand 
Army Plaza in order to show their support for the great cause. 
From there, Midwood Key Club met up with the Key Clubs 
of Edward R. Murrow High School, Brooklyn Technical High 
School and Bronx High School of Science.

“Once we began the walk, we were all mingling and 
talking to our friends. I know that one of our members became 
friends with many people from Murrow because of this walk,” 
said Lliguichuzcha, “It’s so great to see how this one event could 
bring so many people together.”

Despite the burning heat, according to Lliguichuzcha, 
the atmosphere of the walk was extremely welcoming. 

“At one point, all of the Key Club members sang the 
Key Club rap with the president of Madison Key Club,” said 
Lliguichuzcha.

At the opening ceremony, celebrities and AIDS activ-
ists addressed the crowd with messages of congratulations and 
encouragement. The crowd also enjoyed musical performances 
from Estelle, Frenchie Davis, etc. People who are diagnosed with 
AIDS/HIV joined in on the conversation and talked about their 
personal experiences with the disease.

Many key club members found the opening ceremony 
informational. Speakers talked about the dangers of these diseas-
es and the importance of the walk. They also talked about some 
of the biggest misconceptions involved with HIV and AIDS. One 
of these misconceptions was you can acquire the disease through 
hugging, kissing or even shaking hands.  

Although the Key Club doesn’t raise funds for the 
walk itself, the members tried their best to complete the walk and 
found it rewarding.

“Though the walk involved a lot of uphills and there 
was a moment where I thought there was no end, I knew that I 
was walking for a purpose,” said Alice Mo ’18, “I attended this 
event and I was able to be apart of something greater than myself, 
as well as bonded with the amazing officers.”

When the walkers crossed the finish line, they received 
a paper that stated they had completed the walk. They were also 
immersed in excitement and greeted with cheerful smiles be-
cause they had accomplished something great. 

Josephine Wu ’18 said she was glad to partake in this 
event and support the fight against AIDS and HIV. 

“To know that as a club, we can walk in events such 
as the AIDS Walk and possibly inspire someone else to support 
this cause will always be something amazing to me,” said Ll-
iguichuzhca.

          The award was given to Sarah Gur ’19, who had a few 
things on her mind about the award ceremony.
         “It was an honor receiving this award. Kara was such an 
important part of the team and her time here will never be forgot-
ten,” she stated. “The debate team considers themselves a family 
being the small group of people within the thousands that walk 
the halls each day and with the loss of one of our most dedicated 
family members, this award is a great way to commemorate her.”
          The end of this year’s season signals the end for the seniors 

of the team and one particu-
lar senior, Emily Ng ’17, had 
a few thoughts on leaving the 
team.
         “It may seem cliché for me 
to say this but it would be bit-
tersweet. I have spent most of 
my time counting the days un-
til I started college until I now 
realize that a lot of my friends 
would either still be in the city, 
or still be in Midwood while I 
am going to be hours away,” 
she stated. “You never know 
where your home is until you 
actually leave. Although Mid-
wood might not be the greatest 
place, it is about people and the 
people, especially on my team, 
will always be the most viva-

cious I know.”
          The team, despite their 
great achievements this year, is 

being even more ambitious about their goals for next year.
          Sarah Gur stated, “Next year we hope to compete in 
both city and states with a winning record. The team was estab-
lished in 2015, so we are very new and are competing in a pool 
of schools recognized for their teams that have been around for 
ages. Regardless of how new we are, we are hornets after all 
and with great dedication as well as working really hard, we can 
achieve anything.”
         
                   

Debate Team showing off  awards.
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Debate Team Ranks First in City

Student Gov’t Officers Elected
By Amanda McBain ’18 & Jasmine Thelusma ’18

Voters gathered in the lobby on June 7 to cast their vote 
for the next student government leaders. Students in grades 9 
through 12 voted for their respective president and vice presi-
dent, as well as mayor and comptroller.

“The student government is 
the main organization responsible for as-
sessing the needs of students, improving 
transparency between the administration 
and the student body, and organizing 
events that increase school spirit,” said 
Coordinator of Student Affairs, Mr. Law-
rence Kolotkin.

Candidates campaigned 
throughout the month of May, filming 
speeches, putting up posters and collect-
ing signatures. To become a candidate 
for class officer, mayor or comptroller 
students were required to collect be-
tween 50 and 100 signatures.

“The candidates are re-
quired to follow Midwood’s stan-
dards of Honesty, Respect & Responsibility,” said Mr. Kolotkin. 

The videos created by candidates were available online 
on Midwood’s website. This was done instead of having an as-
sembly where the candidates made speeches to students in the 
auditorium, which is how it was done in previous years. 

Mayoral candidate, Joyce Chen ’18 said, “ I made 
an announcement of my candidacy on my social media and 
around the school with posters. In addition, I partnered with the 
comptroller in running, Lillian Chen, to campaign as the Chen 
Squared.”

The role each officer plays in the government varies 
for each grade and position. Senior officers focus greatly on the 
senior apparel, trip, and prom, whereas, junior officers works on 
updating their class on college office deadlines.

 “These individuals are 
equal in responsibilities 
and work with the student 
government to brainstorm 
ideas that would advance 
their class as well as the 
school,” said Mr. Kolot�Kolot-
kin.

The Mayor and 
Comptroller of the City 
of Midwood are the heads 
of the student government 
and are the leaders that 
guide the school. These 

two leaders are ex�officio 
members of all committees, 
deliver the pledge and an-
nouncements each morning, 

and organize and schedule volunteers for school-wide events, 
such as SGO Elections and Signing Day.

“One of my focus if elected mayor would be to con-
tinue increasing school spirit, I believe the feelings students have 
about Midwood is all due to the lack of activities and involve-
ments that happen around school,” said Chen ’18.
 Mayoral candidate, Brittany Mendoza ’18 said,  “If 
elected I want to keep the bathrooms stocked and less smelly.”
 Winners will be announced. 
 

Key Club Walks 
for Cure

A crowd of  people walk to raise funds to help 
combat AIDS.

Sadiq Ahmady ’18, one of  the candidates for mayor.
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By Chelsea Kingston ‘17 
 Ms. Thomasina Lenzi decided the end of 
her time at Midwood has come. Ms. Lenzi has a 
dual license in Physical and Special Education, 
which she has utilized here at Midwood. 33 out of 
36 years of her teaching career were spent here as a 
teacher, a dean beginning in 1988, and the volley-
ball coach since 1995. 
 Ms. Lenzi could’ve retired 10 years ago, but 
since she is turning 65 years old in November she 
decided new people should have an opportunity to 
step up.
 “It’s been an amazing ride and I wish every-
one could have an amazing experience as I did,” she 
said.
 Ms. Lenzi plans to travel as she adjusts to 
this new chapter of her life.

Ms. Lenzi, a soon-to-be retired Physical and Special Education teacher 
and dean

Ms. Lenzi to Retire After Long Career

Buy Patterns from 
Ms. Pentangelo 
for $5 in room 313!


