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By Henry Mei ’18
After nearly a century in the making, the Second Av-

enue Subway (SAS) is finally here, bringing with it modern in-
novations of the twenty-first century. 

The SAS is a subway line that extends the NYC transit 
system to the Far East Side of Manhattan. It primarily serves as 
an alternative for commuters using the Lexington Avenue line, 
which is crowded and often delayed. 

According to the Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity (MTA)’s website, it was first proposed in 1929, but was put 
on hold due to various interfering conflicts such as World War II 
and a fiscal crisis in 1975. The MTA resurfaced and modified the 
proposal in 2004. 

The line is being built in four phases. Phase One which 
consists of three new stations - 72 Street, 86 Street, and 96 Street, 
in the Upper East Side and the renovation of the Lexington Av-
enue 63 Street station - opened on January 1, 2017. It extends the 
Q train service to the Far East Side. Phases Two, Three, and Four 
have not yet began construction due to a lack of funding.
  “I love it 
[Phase One],” said Pip-
er, a commuter on the 
Upper East Side who 
preferred not to give 
her last name. “It’s un-
believable, like magic. 
I’ve waited for it all my 
life. It’s been a running 
joke for so long - but 
it’s worth the wait.”

Phase One, 
which cost about $4.5 
billion, is considered 
among the most expen-
sive subway projects 
based on distance in 
the world.  

A c c o r d i n g 
to the MTA’s website, 
these state-of-the-art 
stations contain fea-
tures that provide 
commuters comfort and 
convenience, such as: es-
calators and fully-acces-
sible elevators for people with disabilities; air-tempered climate 
control to maximize customer comfort year-round; column-free 
construction for ease-of-movement; high ceilings to create an 
airy atmosphere; vibrant LED lighting; and modern digital sig-
nage delivering transit announcements and information. 
  In addition to the exceptional features of the station’s 
platforms that make it a better commuting experience for New 
Yorkers, the mezzanine is breathtaking. Each of the new stations’ 
mezzanines are like underground museums, featuring art instal-
lations that represent the vibrancy and cultural diversity of New 
York - a city always on the move. 

According to the Governor’s website, Governor An-
drew Cuomo said, “The Second Avenue subway provides New 
Yorkers with a museum underground and honors our legacy of 
building engineering marvels that elevate the human experi-
ence.”

According to the MTA’s website, the SAS features the 
largest permanent public art installation in New York State his-
tory commissioned through MTA Arts & Design.     

Four artists were chosen to each take one of the four 
stations and treat it as their own canvas, to paint their creativity 
and turn it into public art. 

Jean Shin’s installation is called Elevated and is fea-
tured at the Lexington Avenue 63 Street station. He used archival 
photographs to create compositions using laminated glass, glass 
mosaic, and ceramic tiles to remember the demolished elevated 
tracks at 63rd Street.

Vik Muniz’s installation is called Perfect Strangers 
and is featured at the 72 Street station. She used glass mosaic and 
laminated glass to create detailed life-sized figures to show the 
diversity of New Yorkers. 

Chuck Close’s installation is called Subway Portraits 
and is featured at the 86 Street station. He used glass and ceramic 
mosaic and ceramic tiles to create twelve large-scale works of 
cultural figures based on his detailed photo-based portrait paint-

ings and prints. 
S a r a h 

Sze’s installation 
is called Blueprint 
for a Landscape 
and is featured at 

the 96 Street 
station. She 
used porcelain 
tiles to illus-
trate designs 
that feature 
familiar ob-
jects – sheets 
of paper, scaf-
folding, birds, 
trees, and foli-

age – caught up in 
a whirlwind veloc-
ity that picks up 
speed and intensity 
as the composition 
unfolds throughout 
the station.

Accord -
ing to the Gov-

ernor’s website, MTA Chairman and CEO Thomas F. Pren-
dergast said, “There’s no doubt that the launch of these new 
stations represents an historic expansion of the system. But it 
also represents a major milestone in terms of culture - the work 
of these four incredibly talented artists will provide a source of 
enjoyment, inspiration and beauty to both customers and visitors 
for decades to come.”

As commuters pass by on their way to work, or visitors 
stop by to admire the artwork, the SAS stands as a reminder to 
show that accomplishment is not about the time it took to com-
plete something, but rather the commitment, effort, and persis-
tence that was put in to make it happen. 
  It also signifies the uniqueness and capabilities of New 
Yorkers demonstrateS who we are and what can be done when 
we come together. 

“I look forward to seeing the next phase,” said Piper. 
“Hopefully, it doesn’t take another century to complete.”

Second Avenue Subway Station Opens 
After Years of Construction 

By Sherzod Nimatullo ’18 and Maria Martchiuk ’18
After dissecting pig embryos and a whole uterus, Dr. 

Trevor Stokes’ anatomy students received valuable experience 
in dissection and learned how grue-
some it can be.  
 This type of experience 
can help those students who wish 
to pursue a career in anatomy.

Pigs have similar circu-
latory, digestive, and respiratory 
systems to humans. They are also 
mammals, which means many of 
their organs are in the same loca-
tion as they would be in a human, 
making it easy to compare to us.
 Fetal pigs were used 
mainly because of their undevel-
oped bones and tissue. This makes 
it easier to cut into and dissect. 
Also, pigs are not a traditional pet 
to someone living in New York 
City, so students do not feel as 
emotionally attached to them. 
 First, the uteruses were 
left in a bag for a week to prepare 
the pigs for dissection. The bag 
contained the uteri and a liquid 
called formaldehyde. Accord-
ing to Student BMJ, “Form-
aldehyde turns a human being 
into a cadaver by changing the 
color, consistency, and texture of a human body through chemi-
cal fixing.”
 After the fetal pigs were left in the bag, the liquid was 
drained and students were given the freedom to begin the dissec-
tion however they pleased. They figured it all out by themselves,  
with no steps or instructions.
 Dr. Stokes said, “ One thing I hate about dissection 

Dr. Stokes’ Class Explores Pig Dissection 
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By Kareem Ibrahim ’18
 A jack of all trades, Mr. Cameron Jahn teaches a di-
verse body of chemistry and robotics students while maintaining 
several important duties in the school.
 “I teach AutoCad, AP Chem, and I prepare the Regents 
chemistry labs,” said Mr. Jahn. “Before I’ve taught the whole 
gambit of robotics courses, lab, conceptual physics, and Regents 
chemistry.”

Mr. Jahn is also responsible for maintaining the safety 
devices in lab, such as the emergency showers.
 Mr. Jahn received a bachelor’s degree in chemistry 
and a master’s degree in education. His education was particu-
larly fluid as he attended high school in Alaska, the University 
of Washington in Seattle for his undergraduate degree, and Pace 
University in Manhattan for his graduate degree. Mr. Jahn’s 
Teaching Fellows program led him to teach in Brooklyn.

“Science I’ve always been interested in, chemistry in 
particular,” said Mr. Jahn. “Pretty early on I decided I wanted 
to teach chemistry. Midwood is the only school I’ve ever taught 
in, at least during the regular year,” he continued, referring to a 
program he taught over the summer.

“I considered an English degree first, actually,” said 
Mr. Jahn. “But I prefer the more objectivity that you get with 
science questions. Reading and grading essays was just never up 
my alley.”

Mr. Jahn has shown that he cares about all of his stu-
dents and greatly enjoys teaching. He said he has seen many of 
his students go to engineering schools, medical schools, and even 
to Ivy League schools.

“Even for students who aren’t necessarily academi-
cally successful, I still find it rewarding to teach those kids,” said 
Mr. Jahn.

Samanda Qiu ’19, a student in his AP Chemistry class, 
said, “In my opinion, Mr. Jahn is a wonderful teacher who enjoys 
teaching. He tries to push us past our limits for critical thinking, 
and although it may seem stressful now, we all know that he did 
it for a good cause. In his class, he educates us and occasionally 
jokes around as well, which makes me feel comfortable in the 
class.”
 Along with his chemistry and lab workload, Mr. Jahn 
was asked to teach the newly created robotics education course 
in 2007.
 “I didn’t know anything about robotics until the prin-
cipal asked me, and I said ‘Why not?’” said Mr. Jahn. “I had no 
prior experience with robotics or programming, and since then, 
I’ve been a self-taught roboticist.”

The year after, Mr. Jahn created the school’s current ro-
botics teams, Botley Crue, Pink Droyds, and The Rolling Drones, 
creatively naming all of the teams after classic rock bands.
 “Mr. Jahn is a very nice and good teacher,” said Mo-
hammad Ishtiaq ’17, the captain of Pink Droyds in AutoCad. “He 
isn’t like other teachers where everything must be done with his 
knowledge. He lets the kids explore and use their knowledge 
and lets them learn what is good and bad. Being able to let us 
as young engineers learn and develop our skills over building 
robots and coding is a very good gift that was giving to us and I 
couldn’t ask for a better teacher than Mr. Jahn.”
 Students may apply to AP Chemistry, in which both 
Mr. Jahn and Ms. Shaniece Mosely teach,  in the spring after the 
completion of a regular chemistry course. Applications to Auto-
Cad, which is as an extension of the Med-Sci pre-engineering 
track, also open up in the spring, after a student’s completion of 
the Mechatronics class.

labs is when the teacher stands there and tells the student what 
to do. I wanted the students to discover and explore themselves. 
My goal is for them to explore and find out things on their 

own.”
  Because of the freedom to ap-
proach the lab with no constraint, students 

did have some challenges. Students that 
didn’t want to do the lab had to do writ-
ten work instead.

Korina Kemelmakher ’18 said, 
“Dissecting the uterus was rewarding but 
also gross at times because the liquid in-
side the uterus would spray if you were 
not cautious.”

Some students just had to ob-
serve; for example, certain Muslim stu-
dents couldn’t touch the pigs because 
of their religious views and they just sat 
back and took notes. 

       However, it was a learning ex-
perience. Dissection is hands-on, giving con-
trol to the students and helping them acquire 
better skills when using tools. 

       Dr. Stokes said, “ I was really 
impressed with how respective students were 
to the specimen and treated the specimens in 
a suitable fashion, I found it very hearten-

ing.”
Alexis Buckner ’17 said, 

“I learned new skills such as how 
to make a rubric, and how many 

of the tools worked.  We learned about embryos and how they 
formed and the different stages they went through.”
 Overall, it’s a lot better to be doing the lab instead of 
just reading about it in a book or watching a video of the dissec-
tion. 

Mr. Jahn Does it All
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Mr. Jahn. 

Students had to dissect pig embryos and a uterus. 


