
Announcements
June 8: Anniversary Day/No classes

June 12: Last Day of Classes

June 13-22: Regents Examinations

June 23: Graduation

June 26: Eid al-Fitr/No School

June 27: Full day of classes 

June 28: Last day of school/Report Card pick-up
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By Iryna Shkurhan ’18, Abiha Naqvi ’18, and Brittany 
Mendoza ’18
 The lives of teachers outside the walls of Midwood re-
main a mystery to many students. It can be hard to imagine what 
members of the faculty do during their free time, especially dur-
ing summer break. While many teachers take on part time jobs 
during the vacation, some use the free time to travel to beautiful 
destinations, work on professional development and take on new 

jobs. 
 
T r a v e l -
ing during 
the break 
is a popu-
lar choice 
a m o n g 
s t u d e n t s 
and teach-
ers alike. 
Mr. Max 
Pinsky is 

spending two 
weeks in Peru 
visiting all the 
major sites and 

attractions including Machu Picchu. 
“As a Spanish teacher, I’m excited to visit a Spanish speaking 
country that I haven’t been to before,” said Mr. Pinsky. Ms. Su-
sanna Sala is looking forward to visiting her family in her home-
town of Banyoles, in the region of Catalonia, Spain. 
 Mr. Lawrence Kolotkin, coordinator of student affairs, 
is taking a trip with his family to see Everglades National Park in 
southern Florida, which is home to abundant wildlife including 
alligators. “I’m excited to go on this trip because I’ve never seen 
the unique geography of the region like the wetlands before,” 
said Mr.Kolotkin. He plans to see the park’s wonders by taking 
boat tours and hiking the trails. Mr. Kolotkin said, “The ecosys-
tem of the Everglades is endangered and I would like to see the 
wetlands and wildlife before they disappear.”

Mr. Paul Reichelson is planning to take his yacht out 
with his wife and friends, traveling to various destinations in 
Long Island such as Fire Island. He enjoys spending his summer 
relaxing and barbecuing on the water while having the freedom 
to visit various places. 

While many students are visiting colleges during 
breaks, some teachers are also joining their children on these vis-
its. Ms. Lorrie Director, one of the college counselors, is using 
her free time in the summer to take her daughter on a road trip 
to see potential schools. They plan to drive down the east coast 
and visit colleges in the south, particularly in the Carolinas and 
Florida. 

Mr. Eugene Resnick spends his summer doing part 
time work writing American History test prep books. He fre-
quently works on the red Barron’s Regents book, where he 
writes explanations of questions and answer choices from recent 
regents to release for the new edition. “It’s a nice change from the 
classroom environment,” said Mr. Resnick. “I like the additional 
work because it’s contemplative and satisfying.”

Mr. Mark Dickinson is planning to use his summer to 
travel, read, play the guitar and write.  “This is the first summer 
where I have a break, so I plan on traveling somewhere, possibly 
Scandinavia or Croatia.” 

Ms. Catherine Kaczmarek loves to travel around the 
world. This summer, she is going to Iceland for five days with 
her husband. 

Ms. Kaczmarek said, “I’m excited about going to Ice-
land to see the natural landscapes, as well as the hot springs.” She 
is also going to Ireland for two weeks and is planning on travel-
ing through the whole country.
 “I always travel in the summer, I’ve been to Machu 
Picchu and the Galapagos Islands,” she said. Just last year, Mrs. 
Kaczmarek traveled through England and Scotland. She said 
traveling is important to her because she learns new things and 
gets to experience the culture of different places.

She said, “I actually have friends who used to teach 
here in New York who moved back to Spain that I visit.”
 Ms. Liz Bommarito has a summer full of events. She 
is continuing her summer tradition of visiting her high school 
friend in Smyrna, Delaware. In Delaware, she will also go to the 
annual Peach Festival. In addition to this, Ms. Bommarito is go-
ing to travel to New Haven, Connecticut.
 She plans to attend two teacher workshops. The first 
meeting is taking place at the Academy of Dramatic Arts in Man-
hattan, in July, where she will be attending for the second year. 
The second workshop will be the Wolf Conference at the Anti-
Defamation League. The ADL defends the rights of many, and 
have invited Ms. Bommarito to this conference. She hopes to 
learn new information on teaching Holocaust studies.

“The workshop will help me discover new methods to 
teach students,” she said.   

Mr. John Falk plans to go to the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway to see the racecars. Mr. Falk is fond of traveling across 
the world so he is also going to backpack through Europe.
 “A few years back, I had taken a break from work to 
travel the world for two years,” said Mr. Falk. “I actually took 
time off and ever since I got married, I didn’t have the opportu-
nity. This summer is my chance to go see the world again.”
 Unlike the other teachers, Mr. Eddy Rameau plans to 
spend most of his summer at Kingsborough College, teaching. 
Starting in late June, he will teach a six-week college course. 

Behind the Scenes...
Teachers’ Summer Plans
Include Travel, Relaxation
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Mr. Dickinson.


