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By Shakila Islam ’18 and Amanda McBain ’18
G.O. cards are an investment beneficial to both the 

school and students. This colorful slip of paper can be purchased 
each year for five dollars from the Coordinator of Student Af-
fairs, Mr.  Lawrence Kolotkin, in room 
417.

“Students have the ability to 
give back to the school and help other 
people around the school,” said Mr. Ko-
lotkin.

With the purchase of a G.O. 
card students are able to acquire and 
record service credits; without it, the 
service done by students goes unrecog-
nized. These credits can be earned from 
office or classroom monitoring and club 
or team membership.

According to Ms. Kathleen 
Maguira of the Records Office, sports 
team members can earn from 20-30 
credits, club members can earn 5-10 credits, office monitors can 
earn 5-20 credits, and classroom monitors can earn 5-10 credits.

Amanda Shi ’18 said, “To earn service credits I moni-
tored for Ms. Angela Mazza, participated in SING, and I per-
formed in the Spring Concert.”

At the end of each semester, students have their G.O. 
card signed by an advisor, coach, or staff member, and must re-
turn their card to the Records Office at room 131 to be recorded.

“The G.O. cards are attached to an individual master-
card, where the service credits are accumulative and then Ms. 
Daniels confirms that number,” said Ms. Maguira.

Some of the services which the students receive are 
also funded by the money raised from selling the G.O. cards.

“The money earned goes to the school account, which 
is then used for sports teams and school events, such as SING,” 
said Mr. Kolotkin.

G.O. Cards Show Proof of Service

By Dylan Ramkissoon ’18 and Daniel Pavlov ’18
The World Issues club, started by club president Andy 

Solter ’18 and vice president Md Hoque ’18, is a club where the 
hottest topics of the world are debated and 
discussed by a group of about seven to fif-
teen students. When club meets, it does   so 
on Wednesdays during ninth period, and any 
student can drop by to discuss an idea that he/
she feels strongly about.  

“My goal is for everyone to 
realize that their ideas have to stand the 
test of reason,” said Solter. “If someone 
cannot fully defend their ideas in a civil 
discussion then they should rethink their 
position.” 

Solter started the World Issues 
club in the beginning of the 2017 school 
year and created it for people to come 
and express their ideas on a specific 
topic that they feel strongly about. There 
is no registration involved, which makes 
the club less intimidating and committed. 
Students can come and go freely, not worry-
ing about missing the day of a meeting. 

One of the most important as-
pects of the club is what topics the club 
debates. So far, the World Issues club has 
debated many global hot topics such as ‘‘Black Lives Matter or 
All Lives Matter,’’ the government’s role in society, who the best 
candidate for the election was, if using nuclear bombs is justified, 
and is torture justified, just to name a few. 

“I can’t say any one topic was our most interesting de-
bate because they’re all so interesting!” said Solter.  

By Emily Jiang ’18           
Chinese New Year is when people celebrate the New 

Year with their family. People often have New Year’s dinner, 
receive money from close relatives 
and also give money. Chinese New 
Year occurs on a different date than 
New Year’s day(January 1) because 
it follows a different calendar. Ad-
ditionally, Chinese New Year lasts 
for approximately fifteen days, in 
late January.  Setting off fireworks 
and firecrackers are also popular 
when the New Year begins.

During Chinese New 
Year, you can see the Lion Dance, 
which is often performed and is 
believed to bring luck. Sometimes 
the Lion Dance is performed in 
stores to bring good luck so they 
can flourish with new business. The 
store owner would then give a red 
envelope to the dancing lion as a 
thank you for the blessing. Red envelopes are also believed to 
bring luck and ward off spirits. 

Every family celebrates Chinese New Year differently, 
either eating at home with home-cooked meals or going out to 
eat. Lina Wu ’18 said she enjoyed dimsum with the company of 
her family, and she received gifts.

Jovita Lin ’18 said, “My mom cooked a feast for the 
whole family to celebrate Chinese New Year.”

World Issues Club Ignites Conversation

Students Celebrate Year of the Rooster

Women March for 
Equal Rights

Heidi Chow ’19  said, “ I celebrated by going to dinner 
with my family, my grandma cooked chicken, beef, pork, and 
other things.”

Another type of celebratory dinner is 
having a hot pot: you put ingredients in a sim-
mering metal pot with water or soup, and people 
grab food from the pot. Linda Chen ’18 said her 
family gathered at her place to eat hotpot togeth-
er as a family. 

Cleaning the house is one of the tradi-
tions for Chinese New Year because it is a way 
to welcome the new year and say goodbye to 
the past year. Shopping is also popular due to 
money spent on decorations like red lanterns, in-
gredients for dinner and new clothes. Depending 
on the year, there will be decorations relating to 
the zodiac like the rooster, dragon, tiger, rabbit, 
snake, etc. 

Superstitions are also a part of Chi-
nese New Year. For example, washing your hair 
on the first day would mean washing away the 
good luck and breaking a piece of glass or bowl 

is not suggested since it may indicate money loss in the future or 
a family split. Washing clothes, crying, getting a haircut, lending 
and borrowing money are believed to be bad omens and should 
be avoided. 

During this time of year, many people travel to visit 
their families. Chinese New Year is a celebration of a more pros-
perous and lucky year.

Students are encouraged to purchase a G.O. card to 
gain entry into the honor society, Archon. Students applying must 
have attained at least 105 service credits, with 30 stemming from 
student activities and 45 from office or classroom monitoring.

“I applied to Arista, and 
Archon because it shows colleges 
that you helped your school dur-
ing your free time,” said Maham 
Qureshi ’17.
    Daniel Spektor ’19 said, 
“I plan on applying to Archon, be-
cause I want to have it on my pro-
file for advanced programs, as well 
as for colleges to notice on my aca-

demic history.” 
   G.O.  cards not only advance the 
future college careers of students, but 
also teach them the importance of 

service.
   “School-wide service is a good in-

troduction to what students should be doing after-school, which 
is to help the community. It teaches students that it takes time and 
commitment to help community members,” said Mr. Kolotkin.
   Sherell Farmer said, “I love school service because it 
allows me to give back to the school and make an impact that’ll 
last far beyond my 4 years here. I think school service has really 
taught me the importance of teamwork and collaboration because 
a lot of service in the school is with others and when we work 
together we make the greatest impact on our school.”

  Having a G.O. card provides students with many op-
portunities and teaches them lessons similar to those seen in our 
school values. 
   “G.O. cards keep people honest about their service 
credits, service shows that students respect to the school, and 
students build up integrity by helping out the school,” said Mr. 
Kolotkin.

A student’s argument is important, as well as the facts 
he/she uses to support his/her claim. Solter mentions that every 
debate is full of moments where you must check the morality, 

logic, and sources of a statement that 
a student makes. Sometimes, facts 
don’t give a statement justice and the 
group has to decide whether a claim 
actually makes sense or not.  

Every time the group meets, 
they first establish a topic to talk 
about. Then the group separates into 
three subgroups: one for the issue, 
one against the issue, and one neutral 
subgroup. 

“After that, it’s a free for 
all”, said Solter. 

The club was originally 
supervised by Ms. Moccia, but her 
schedule failed to comply with the 
club’s schedule. Right now, Solter is 
looking for a teacher willing to help 
supervise the World Issues club. The 
club also doesn’t have a room to 

meet in, so for the time being, the 
World Issues club doesn’t have any 
scheduled meetings.  

Looking toward the fu-
ture of the World Issues club, Solter ’18 said, “You can expect 
the free exchange of ideas no matter how radical them seem, as 
long as they bring a reason and an open mind.” 

For more information, talk to the club’s president, 
Andy Solter, or the club’s vice president, Md Hoque.

By Rachel Rodin ’18
Hundreds of thousands of people protested for their 

rights in New York on January 21, 2017. Men, women, and 
children showed up to march, giving it a grand total of almost 
500,000 participants. Such protests have been going on for al-
most 170 years. Originally, women’s rights marches started in 
1848 in Seneca Falls and only consisted of 100 men and women. 
Today, the protests and marches continue stronger than ever. 

This particular march was especially important be-
cause of the inauguration of Donald Trump as the 45th President 
of the United States. The march was mostly to promote women’s 
rights, as well as the rights of the LGBTQ community. The march 
was essentially against Trump’s presidency as well. 

“The campaign led by Trump brought out the worst in 
people and there was a lot of fear-mongering.  Further Trump lies 
and has undermined our very democracy…” said Eileen Mon-
reale. 

The march was a generally uplifting event, no matter 
the weather or other factors. 

On the particularly warm winter day of January 21, 
most people were in good spirits, marching along with thousands 
of others and chanting.

“The march showed me that I am not alone and proved, 
once again, the POWER OF A FREE PEOPLE,” said Monreale.

Thousands of people held up signs with empowering 
symbols, such as a Muslim woman wearing an American Flag 
hijab and a clothes hanger with the words “Never again.” The 
marchers held their posters up unwaveringly, despite their tired-
ness. The march brought many stereotypically callous New York-
ers together. Although the event was serious, the various chants 
such as “We need a leader, not a creepy tweeter,” sparked a few 
laughs.

“It was also important for me to show to the young-
er generation that you can express your opinion in a civil way, 
be creative in delivering your message (posters, hats, flags, t-
shirts, musical expressions) and support each other in hope of a 
change,” said Elvira Rodin. 

Although the end point was at Trump Tower, the num-
ber of people present made getting there almost impossible. De-
spite this, the majority of people left the march feeling empow-
ered, unified, and accomplished. 

“I felt energized from the march and it inspired me to 
continue to be politically active,” said Terry Demonbrun. Many 
protestors left with a symbolical pink hat and a lapel pin to sup-
port the cause. Although the protest might not have done much to 
impeach President Trump, it still meant a lot to people to be able 
to stand together for one cause. 

Protestor raises “Never Again” sign.

Protestor holds “Nyet Comrade Trump” sign.
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Andy Solter, the president of  the club.
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G.O cards are available to students in Mr. 
Kolotkin’s office, 471.


