
By Timothy Chan ’18 and Yihua Huang ’18
  The Big Brother Program is an after-school activity for 
students who are looking for academic help which is located on 
the first floor in the annex library.

This program allows struggling underclassmen to re-
ceive guidance through the help of a big brother. Upperclass-
men can apply to be 
big brothers to aid the 
younger students with 
many problems that 
can range from home-
work assignments to 
test prep. 
 Ms. Sakai-
na Simon and Ms. 
Stephanie Gluck are 
coordinators of the Big 
Brother Program. They 
believe that as role 
models, big brothers 
serve to motivate little 
brothers to work harder 
and push themselves. As 
many juniors and seniors 
are currently in their most 
crucial years, Ms. Simon believes that their work ethic can influ-
ence the little brothers to gain more from their high school career. 
Moreover, the program is a great place for the underclassmen to 
get the additional help they need as the overwhelming population 
of Midwood doesn’t leave much room for personal tutoring. 
 “As a guidance counselor, we saw the need to have a 
Big Brother Program to show the freshman around as well as be 
good role models for them to follow,” said Ms. Simon.
 “We have seen grades improving, and in some cases 
students who were being tutored became the tutors,” said Ms. 

By Sarah Bain ’18,and Danielle Mironova ’18
French teacher, Mrs. Jean Baptiste, challenges her 

French 8 class with a project that requires more than French 
skills, but also cooking skills on April 23.

The students were given an assignment to find recipes 
of French dishes or from French speaking countries. They had 
to record themselves making the dish with instructions spoken 
in French. The videos were then presented in class with some 
background on the food.  

“Learning a lan-
guage is also learning the 
culture and history of the 
places that speak the lan-
guage,” said Mrs. Baptiste. 
“I like hands-on projects 
which can help expose my 
students to them as much 
as possible. This project 
included French recipes, 
music, and history from 
different French speaking 
areas in hopes of  helping 
my students get a piece in 
the lives of those people.”

Throughout the 
month of May, the students 
took turns presenting their 
projects. Many of them 
enjoyed the experience and were able to 
demonstrate their new skills and knowledge. 
       “This was an overall fun project and I’m glad that I got to 
do something so different for my last year of French class. I 
had a hard time settling on what to make but I decided on Akra 
or accra fritters in English,” said Marie Christie Coimin ’18, 
“I was worried at first because it seemed hard but I ended up 
enjoying it, definitely a good learning experience.”
     There were all types of food like Crêpe, Pate Kode, Boûche 
de Noël, Banane Pesées, Jambalaya, and Tarte Tatin. Some 
students took the liberty to bring samples to share with their 
classmates, which got them extra credit from the teacher. 

“I really enjoyed doing this cooking project. It was an 

Cooking with French 8 Students

Big Brother Program Guarantees Success 
Gluck. “We’ve also had students who came to ask when the pro-
gram would continue again.”
 Many of the underclassmen are able to benefit from 
this experience as they are able to be in a productive environment 
and have access to the help they need. Not only is the program 
beneficial to the little brothers but, the big brothers can use these 

experiences to better them-
selves. 

“The program 
has been a great help, 
many of the big brothers 
help out whenever we are 
struggling with work,” Jo-
seph Dawensky ’19 said.
 The Big Brother Pro-
gram is an outlet for the 
upperclassmen to experi-

ence being a teacher. By work-
ing with the students in one-
on-one sessions, many of the 
big brothers are able to help 
improve the little brothers’ test 

scores, grade point averages, and 
overall work ethic. However, big 
brothers are also role models to their 

little brothers by giving them advice from their own experiences. 
 “I like helping the sophomores and freshmen with their 
work because it’s a good experience to teach others,” said Brian 
Begelman ’18.
 Little brothers are given useful information like little 
tips like asking for recommendations from teachers or long-term 
tips such as study habits that little brothers can use to bump up 
their SAT scores. The Big Brother program is great for juniors as 
well because it is a fun and educational experience.

interesting way to enhance my French speaking skills, as well 
as my writing skills, because it included writing background 
information on the dish,” said Yvensky St. Pierre ’18. “The best 
part is that I got to learn how to make a Gratin D’aubergine 
which is eggplant gratin in English. I was happy to see that my 
peers enjoyed the samples I brought.”

Cooking was not easy for everyone, but no one 
backed out of the challenge. Benefits that came with this project 
were that students were not limited to anything. It was encour-

aged to get others involved 
and to find the recipes that 
were most convenient for 
themselves. 

Patrice Noel ’18 
said, “I made Griyo, it’s a 
Haitian dish best explained 
as fried pork, and it’s eaten 
with fried plantains. Being 
completely honest, I didn’t 
like this project at first be-
cause I do not cook, but my 
mom and sister helped me 
out and the food was good so 
I can’t really complain.”

There were many 
successes from this project. 
The only miss was that 
sometimes technology would 

be more of a hazard than help and when it 
was time to present students would deal with little troubles with 
loading up their videos.

“This project was all about finding a more concrete 
way of learning,” said Mrs. Jean Baptiste. “I was very proud of 
my students and seeing all the effort they put into their presenta-
tions. I enjoyed seeing when they got outsiders involved like 
their parents and siblings or working in pairs because it was a 
lot of work and them working with others made me feel like 
they got to enjoy it more.”

The students will continue to present until the end of 
May, bonne chance! 
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By Emily Jiang ’18  
 Walter Logan ’18 is a youth activist, taking part in his 
community to empower youth around him. He accomplishes this 
by being a part of several programs which educate people on dif-
ferent types of discrimination. They also try to change policies 
in the city council, bringing awareness to issues, which affect 
women and gender nonconforming people of color.
 Youth Leadership Academy (YLA) partners with the 
Department of Education (DOE) teaching leadership skills to 
students. Logan works with members of the DOE to prepare 
students to be more active in their schools by proposing more 
solutions and collaborating with their principals. The students 
later participate in the DOE program, Borough Student Advisory 
Council, which teams up youth so they can plan initiatives that 
benefit schools in their area.
 “We just created a bunch of proposals on ways that 
high schools could increase college and career readiness,” said 
Logan.
 Project Reach is a nonprofit that trains young people 
on how to deal with forms of discrimination like racism and sex-
ism, etc. Logan is a member of Project Reach, using fun activities 
and visuals when teaching others. He facilitates training for high 
school students so they can understand and learn how to deal 
with racism, sexism, transphobia, and more. 

 

“I help change policy, educate young people, and build stronger 
communities for people in marginalized groups,” Logan said. 
“We are creating projects to connect non LGBTQ educated or-
ganizations with trainings of the organization’s staff so they are 
better equipped to support youth.”
 In Young Women’s Advisory Council, Logan helps 
change legislation, which brings awareness to issues concerning 
women and gender nonconforming people of color. He is cur-
rently a part of a media campaign to promote comprehensive sex-
ed in NYC.
 Logan believes, “I want these programs to be a little 
better on making students aware of social issues, mainly gender 
pronouns, how race is connected to advocacy, privilege and other 
social aspects. Also, how students can become better allies with 
other students.”
 Logan said, “The former SPARK director, Mr.Sealy, 
was the one who brought me to Coro, the organization that YLA 
works underneath. I was able to meet people who helped me find 
other great opportunities.”
 Logan advises, “It is important to search for fields that 
you’re interested in. Make sure that the people around you are 
helping you and making sure that they tell you of opportunities.  
Broaden your horizons is the main message. Make sure that you 
start looking at opportunities and possible programs at Midwood 
to figure out what else you want to do.”

Youth Activist 
Speaks Out 

Students watch how to make  Les Beignets.

Walter Logan ’18 
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Ms. Gluck is one of  the coordinators of  Big Brother 
along with Ms. Simon, a fellow guidance counselor


