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By Danny Mejia ’18
 America continues its war against the Islamic State in 
Syria and Iraq, leaving behind a trail of civilian casualties that 
has spiked since President Trump took office. 

Vice News reported, on March 30, that Airwars, a 
British monitoring group, recorded a total of 1,472 civilian 
deaths in March of this year in both Syria and Iraq. The number 
of casualties bypassed the previous record for civilian deaths 
which stood at 613 and made March the deadliest month for 
civilians. 

This uptick in casualties may be associated with 
the increased effort to attack ISIS from multiple fronts, as 
US military officials claim, according to the New York Times. 
However, it could also be a result of the Trump administration 
relaxing Obama-era rules that prevent civilian casualties. In 
fact, Airwars officials claim that while the civilian casualty rose 
almost sixfold in Syria during March, their records show a slight 
decrease in the number of airstrikes that hit its intended target.

It may seem far fetched to think that the Trump 
administration is playing fast and loose with innocent lives that 
are already suffering in the midst of this war but the countless 
stories of civilians dying because of a US airstrike say otherwise.

According to The Guardian misdirected airstrikes at 
Mosul, northern Iraq caused an explosion that killed at least 150 
civilians sheltered in the basement of three houses.

The New York Times claimed that on March 21, 30 
Syrians were killed in an airstrike that hit a school that displaced 
people had  taken shelter in. This came a week after 49 people 
died from a US airstrike in Aleppo, Syria which residents said 
hit a mosque filled with hundreds of people who gathered for a 
weekly religious meeting. A few weeks later, an airstrike would 
also kill 18 allied Syrian fighters on April 11.

Looking beyond the Airwars report, one can also begin 
to see a new aggressive pattern of US involvement in areas 
outside Iraq and Syria that began once Trump took office.

Only five days after his inauguration, President Trump 
signed off on the now infamous Yemen Al-Qaeda raid of January 
29, which killed a Navy SEAL and at least 23 civilians including 
nine children according to Vice News.

This botched raid was the result of a Pentagon request 
that President Trump granted which identified three provinces in 
Yemen as areas of hostilities and loosened the battlefield rules. 

President Trump made a similar decision on March 
29, when he signed a directive giving the US military the power 
to conduct counterterrorism airstrikes in Somalia that target the 
Al-Qaeda affiliated group, Al-Shabab. According to ABC News, 
this declaration allows the US to conduct airstrikes if there is a 
“reasonable certainty” that no civilians will be harmed. This is 
a less stringent rule compared to the “near certainty” standard 
set by the Obama administration in his 2013 Presidential Policy 
Guidance. 

What makes matters worse is the fact that Somalia 
is currently dealing with a prolonged drought that, along with 
internal conflict and famine, has caused a major humanitarian 
crisis while aid workers struggle to deliver assistance. Future US 
airstrikes will only make it more difficult to provide aid and may 
cause widespread anti-American sentiment that pushes Somalis 
to become terrorist recruits.

Meanwhile, the US just recently made a huge arms 
deal with Saudi Arabia valued at $110 billion. The New Yorker 
claimed that on May 20, the US agreed to supply Saudi Arabia 
with US-made tanks, planes, helicopters, ships, bombs, and other 
weapon systems which will ultimately be used in Saudi Arabia’s 
proxy war against Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen. 

The deal is raising eyebrows since the US has agreed 
to supply Saudi Arabia with weapons the Obama administration 
stopped supplying in December of last year in response to the 
funeral hall bombing in Yemen’s capital that killed at least 140 
people.

The Trump administration is ignoring the history of 
the Saudi Arabia-led coalition that has unlawfully hit schools, 
hospitals and homes since the country began a military campaign 
against the Houthi rebels in March 2015.

Furthermore, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross recently claimed that 19 million Yemenis are suffering 
from a shortage of essentials in what appears to be a humanitarian 
crisis. The crisis is reportedly caused by the lack of access to 
Houthi-controlled areas where Saudi Arabia’s coalition have 
destroyed key buildings, airfields and ports.

However, the arms deal not only threatens Yemenis, 
but it may also prove to be a recruitment tool for terror groups.
 In an article published on Huffington Post on May 20 
Senator Chris Murphy states, “ as we speak, millions of Yemenis 
are being radicalized against the country they blame for the 
civilian deaths: the United States. By selling the Saudis these 
precision-guided weapons more—not fewer—civilians will be 
killed because it is Saudi Arabia’s strategy to starve Yemenis 
to death to increase their own leverage at the negotiating table. 
They couldn’t do this without the weapons we are selling them.”
 The US should reconsider its role in the Middle East 
and in areas like Somalia. America has been fighting terrorism 
ever since 9/11, but to no avail. Despite ISIS losing more and 
more ground as allied forces push forward, by carelessly killing 
civilians, supplying weapons to Saudi Arabia and designating 
Somalia as an area of hostility, terror groups will benefit every 
time a US airstrike or US-made bomb drops on innocent lives 
and their community.

Foreign Policy 
Against  Terrorism 
Perpetuates Violence

By Lara Schuman ‘18
 The repeal of the Affordable Care Act was one of 
Donald Trump’s popular campaign selling points.  Many people 
who benefitted from the Affordable Care Act were in favor of the 
“repeal and replace” plan on the promise that it would be better 
and cheaper.   
 Thinking it would be an easy feat, Trump decided to 
tackle health care reform as one of his first endeavors. He agreed 
to let Paul Ryan, the speaker of the House of Representatives, 
take charge of creating the bill. The House passed the American 
Health Care Act, the first form of the “repeal and replace” plan.  
 This bill was an attempt at compromise within the 
Republican party on health care reform. According to Tami 
Luhby of CNN on May 4, 2017, the bill would make tax credits 
based on age rather than income.  

According to 
the Congressional Budget 
Office, this will cause 
older people's health 
insurance rates to rise. 
It will also eliminate the 
pre-existing conditions 
clause of the Affordable 
Care Act, which will cause 
many people who need 
medical assistance to lose 
their health care, because 
they won’t be able to 
afford it.

Vann R. Newkirk II said the bill will also reduce 
federal support of Medicaid and make the states choose whether 
they will be granted with money for Medicaid, which can leave 
lower income citizens uninsured.   

“McConnell juggling diverse demands on Republican 
health bill,” the Associated Press of ABC News said on May 
29, 2017. “It concluded the measure would create 23 million 
additional uninsured Americans by 2026.”

It has been almost a month since the House of 
Representatives passed the bill and there has been little to no 
news on it since.  It will most likely not make it to, or past, the 
Senate.   The bill is widely unpopular amongst American citizens 
because their insurance rates will increase or they will lose it 
all together.  Many Congresspeople will not vote for it, simply 
because they want to get re-elected.  They will do what the people 
of their states want so they will get their vote in the next election.  
 Reforming this country’s health care was one of Trump’s 
goals from the beginning. With a mix of  Democrats, moderate 
Republicans, and conservative Republicans in Congress, it has 
proven to be difficult to negotiate a plan that all can agree on.  
Conservative Republicans want to remove Medicaid expansion 
while the moderates want to keep it. Trump has failed to exert 

the leadership skills necessary to get the parties to compromise 
on the act.  
 The American Health Care Act was the first form of 
the “repeal and replace” plan to pass through the House, however 
it is not the solution to this country's health care problem.   The 
parties should look into other options for healthcare, such as the 
single payer system.  

The single payer healthcare system would give 
healthcare to every citizen regardless of their economic status 
or job situation. Single payer healthcare is already established 
in Canada and many European countries.  This system would 
encourage preventative care by allowing patients to get proper 
health care without agonizing over the cost.  It would allow 
people to get regular check ups, to ensure they are healthy.  It 
could allow them to detect the early signs of costly diseases, 

such as diabetes and heart 
disease, so they can be 
treated before as early as 
possible.       

Single payer 
healthcare system allows 
citizens to choose their 
physician, allowing the 
people to get to know 
their physician.  Citizens 
would not be restricted by 
insurance companies in 
choosing their physician.  
If citizens create a 

connection with their physicians it may make it easier for the 
patients to confide in their doctors about health matters; therefore 
encouraging preventive care.  

So if the single payer healthcare system is so beneficial, 
why don’t we have it? Many Americans believe every person 
should fend for themselves. They do not want to be paying higher 
taxes to pay for everyone else to have healthcare when they do 
not need it, regardless of the fact that they are already paying the 
highest healthcare taxes in the world.  Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 
of PBS News on July 13, 2016 reported, Americans are paying 
over $10,000 per person per year for health care, more than twice 
the amount other nations are paying for single payer healthcare.  

According to Physicians For A National Health 
Program, “We pay for national health insurance, but we don’t get 
it.”  In other words we pay more to get less.  
 The Physicians For A National Health Program 
also stated, “Medical bills contribute to half of all personal 
bankruptcies. Three-fourths of those bankrupted had health 
insurance at the time they got sick or injured.”  
 We are headed in the single payer direction; however, 
it is going to take some convincing of the American people to 
achieve universal health care.  
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Melodies Welcome End of Year at Spring Concert

America Needs Health Care

by Duke Ellington. This selection featured solos 
from Annance 
Seraphin ’20 
on trumpet, and 
Meghan Stern 
’20 on clarinet. 

 Be-
fore the per-
f o r m a n c e , 
Seraphin said 
she was feeling 
confident and 
added,  “It’s go-
ing to be great.”

 The 
ensemble’s last 
piece was enti-
tled St. Thomas 
by Sonny Rol-
lins, a familiar 
instrumental in 
American Jazz.
              Ryan 
Channer ’19, 
the bassist of the 
ensemble said, “It 
feels great to finally perform, but the best part about all of this 
is how we got here. Working on the music with my fellow musi-
cians and Ms. Williams was fun. We practice twice a week for an 
hour after school at Jazz Club.”

Followed by the Jazz Ensemble was Ms. Alexander’s 
period 8 Beginning Chorus. The students began their perfor-
mance with a cover of Man in the Mirror by Michael Jackson. 

“I honestly think we sound pretty good, and I didn’t 
think I would be this excited until moments before the actual 
performance,” said Elif Stebleva ’19. 

Period 8 finished their segment with a rendition of 
Dona Nobis Pacem arranged by Harry Wilson.
                Ms. Casalta led four Beginning Chori - period 9, period 
3, period 6, and period 7. 

After being with Ms. Casalta for four years, senior gui-
tarist, Nicholas Lopez ’17 and pianist, Demir McRey ’17 per-
formed at their last spring concert. 

“I›m going to miss playing with Ms. Casalta and all the 
chorus classes. I›m proud of everyone,” McRey said.

Up next was the Symphonic Band led by Mr. Jordan. 
They proudly took home a silver rating this year at the NYSSMA 
competition. The band prepared three musical arrangements dis-
playing the many skills they have developed over the past few 

months. 
“I feel 

pretty confident 
about performing in 

front of every-
one,” said Jo-
seph Kaufman 
’19 before the 
concert, “I’ve 
been play-
ing the flute 
for five years 
and I›ve done 
multiple per-
f o r m a n c e s . 
Therefore, I’d 
say I’m ready 
for tonight.”

T h e 
last performance of 
the night was by the 
Wind Ensemble, 
the group of musi-
cians with the high-

est level of playing, and most experience on their instrument. 
Although there weren’t many people left in the audience, 

they were still happy to play for the remaining members. The 
ensemble began their debut with a petite symphony called Ele-
ments, by Brian Balmages. This instrumental selection was un-
like any other because it consisted of four movements, or musical 
compositions, representing each of the four elements - air, water, 
earth and fire. Each movement differed in speed, style, and ar-
ticulation, to closely resemble the element it stood for. 

“Elements was really challenging,” said Carina Pierre-
Louis ’18. “But I think we pulled it off.”

The second song was I Dreamed a Dream from Les 
Miserables that featured solo singer, Josephine Mammoliti ’18, 
and an instrumental solo. Smiles spread across faces and camera 
flashes flickered in the audience.

The show came to a closing, finally ending with a mod-
ern pop song, Am I Wrong, as recorded by Nico & Vinz, arranged 
by Brian Scott. 

With the final note being played, the crowd rose in ap-
plause as the ensemble headed off stage. They will begin their 
work for their final performances at NYSSMA and graduation. 
 

Ph
ot

o 
Cr

ed
it:

 A
in

on
 H

ia
 K

izo
l '

18

The chorus performs for the audience.

"Many Congresspeople 
will not vote for it, simply 
because they want to get 
re-elected."


