
By Anthony Damon ’18 
In the interest of full disclosure, Anthony Damon ’18 is the 
manager of the baseball team 
 With the playoffs right around the corner, the boys’ 
baseball team looked to finish the regular season strong and build 
up momentum to bring with them into the postseason. 
 “We need to keep a good mindset, and continue to work 
together on the field and in practice,” said Peter Grabowski ’17. 
“As long as we 
listen to coach, 
and work hard, 
we will be fine 
come playoff 
time.”
 A f -
ter winning 
their last five 
games, the 
Hornets looked 
to improve to 10-2 on 
the season, as they 
took on Susan Wagner on May 9. Alan Sorokin ’17 started the 
game for the Hornets and had a stellar outing, giving up zero 
runs, and one hit through 5 innings. Nick Cardieri ’17 started the 
scoring for the Hornets, blasting a solo home run to left field. Af-
ter that the floodgates opened, and the Hornets piled on six more 
runs, with multiple RBI from Dan Pero ’19, Brandon Losquadro 
’18, and Jalen Robinson ’18. Jason Goldblum ’19 came on in 
the sixth inning and sat the Wagner batters down in order. Nick 
Lopez ’17 came on to close out the game, and did just that, giving 
the Hornets a 7-0 victory. 
 “It’s always great to pick up a win,” said Sorokin. “My 
guys played great behind me, and we strung some hits together, 
giving me an early lead and making it easy for me to shut the 
door.” 
 Matthew Eng ’17 said, “Alan pitched great, and we 

were able to put some runs on the board. If we continue to out-
work others, we’ll be prepared for any opponent that crosses our 
path.”
 The team’s next two games were against Grand Street, 
and to clinch their division the Hornets would have to win both 
games. In the first game, Greg Dorfman ’19 was on the hill for 
the Hornets. After a scoreless first inning, the boys strung a cou-
ple hits together, scoring a run and loading the bases for Car-

dieri. With one swing of the bat Car-
dieri put the Hornets up 5-0, belting 
a moon shot to left-center field. Dorf-
man came on to pitch the bottom of 
the second inning with a five-run lead, 
and set Grand Street down in order. 
The Hornets plated another run in the 
third on an RBI for Robinson. Dorf-
man gave up three runs in the bottom 
of the third, but the Hornets got one of 
those runs back on an RBI from Eng 

in the top of the fourth. Dorfman exited the game after 4 2/3 
innings pitched, and only giving up four runs. Pero drove in the 
team’s eighth run, and Steven Guercio ’18 pitched 2 1/3 innings, 
closing out the game, and giving the Hornets and 8-4 win. 
 “We’ve been playing good these last few games,” said 
Cardieri. “We need to continue playing hard, and trying to go 1-0 
everyday. If we do this we will be ready come playoff time.” 
 Guercio said, “Greg pitched great, we hit great, and I 
just came in to close out the game and finish the job. We have to 
carry this momentum with us into the next game, and continue to 
put in work during practice in order to achieve our goal for the 
season.” 
 On senior day the Hornets took on Grand Street, with 
Sorokin on the hill. The Hornets started off slow offensively, and 
Grand Street jumped out to an early 1-0 lead. That all changed in 
the third inning, when an RBI from Jared Ramos ’18, Pero, and 
Losquadro put the Hornets on top 3-1. Sorokin was lights out for 

the rest of the game, coming out after a solid five innings pitched, 
and only one run given up. The Hornets offense scored another 
seven runs, giving them a 10-1 lead. Two more Grand Street runs 
came across in the seventh, but the Hornets held on to win 10-3. 
 The Hornets beat Madison, but lost to Millennium in 
the last two games of the regular season, finishing with a record 
of 13-3. The playoffs were set, with the Hornets earning the five 
seed, meaning they would play JFK on May 24. 
 Dorfman was on the hill for the Hornets and he came 
out firing, striking out the first three batters of the game. Eng 
drove in Cardieri in the bottom of the first, and Pero drove in Eng 
to give the Hornets an early 2-0 lead. The game was broken wide 
open in the fourth inning when Ramos drove in James Shea ’18, 
and Cardieri blasted a grand slam to deep left to give the Hornets 
a 7-0 lead. Dorfman finished the game with nine strikeouts, and 
the Hornets went on to defeat JFK 10-0. 
 “It’s good to get a playoff win,” said Cardieri. “We’re 
focused on the next game, and are looking to make a run in the 
playoffs, and get back to Yankee Stadium.”
 Dorfman said, “My guys made plays behind me, which 
allowed me to execute and make my pitches. We’re poised to 
make a run in these playoffs, and as long as we work hard we can 
achieve great things.” 
 The Hornets will face off against Fort Hamilton in the 
second round of the playoffs.    

By Enrique Martinez ’18 and Gianny Chacon ’18
The tennis team faced a rough season this year with a 

record of 2-10. It is time for them to try and improve to become 
better and stronger for next season.
     The tennis team has to work harder if they plan to ex-
cel, meaning more intense practices and letting benched players 
play so they can gain experience and be able to contribute more.
     “It’s important to practice your team sport during your 
free time,” said Tom Ng ’18
    After every season for a sport there are a lot of take-
aways that are learned and often times need to be taken into ac-
count  and fixed upon for the better of the team.   
       The captain of the team Joseph Dwan ’17 sees in many 
ways that the team changed for the better.

“More communication, we need to set up teams early 
and, practicing together more often will help cover each other’s 
weaknesses and project strength,” said Dwan. “ Also my team-
mates need to start practicing by themselves to be able to gain 
confidence in their own ability.” 
     Important players on the team who greatly contributed 
are Jacob Chernov ’17, Dwan, and Phillip Khoroshko ’17.
        One of the teams more tense games was their home 
game against New Utrecht.
     It was a doubles match with partners Jacob Kapustin 
’18 and Bryan Roytman ’18,  in which they were trailing by one 
at first.  They managed to tie things up, increasing the pressure 
for both teams. Nevertheless they managed to prevail and score 
the game winner to seal Midwood’s victory with a final score of 
4-1.
       The coach of the tennis team, Mr. Victor Gjecaj, be-
lieves that to become a better team they should not only practice 
during the school year, but also during their break. Mr. Gjecaj 
said, “It all starts with practice and everybody has to practice 
over the summer.” 

The tennis team has not had the best of seasons, and if 
they plan to do better next season they have to give it their all and 
train like never before.
        Team members also believe it is in their best interest to 
practice over the summer  to better themselves. 
        Francis Saw ’18 said, “We could have done better. In 
order to improve, our captain will train us over the summer.”
       The Tennis team can bounce back with the right mind-
set, a lot of determination, will, and if they put in a lot of hard 
work then they will be able to prosper and become one of the 
better teams.

By Maya Engstrom ’18
Every year, the girls on the track team put enormous 

amounts of work into their team spirit and running abilities. 
The runners put in hours upon hours of training ev-

ery week, hoping to eventually improve their race times by just 
seconds. This year through hard work, the girls have achieved 
their goals and have also made new ones, as they do every year. 
They’ve developed pride in themselves and also learned valu-
able life lessons about the im-
portance of commitment, com-
munity, and perseverance. 

However, through 
this pride, there is also some-
thing that comes along with the 
end of a year of track that is a 
bit sadder than anything else: 
having to see the seniors go. 
 “The seniors made 
us feel more like family than a 
team,” said Christi Thomas ’18. 
“They encouraged us to be con-
fident on and off the track.”

There is nothing like 
the feeling of having a fam-
ily outside of your blood, and 
made of your sweat and tears 
instead. Just having that mutual 
feeling of knowing what we go through being on the team is 
enough to keep us all close forever.
 There is no doubt that everyone on the team is proud of 
each and every senior for the things they have done for the team, 
but there is something so hard about spending years with people 
you consider big sisters, only to see them leave. You spend hours 
training and sweating and laughing together, and you realize that 
they won’t be running by your side anymore. 

“We’ve gotten so close to them during these past three 
years and seeing them go won’t be easy,” Thomas said.

But at the same time, they have shaped the habits and 
personalities of the girls who are with them everyday. 

Jaleen Best ’18 said, “Seeing them leave will be the 
hardest thing ever, but the hard work they have done this year and 
the example they left us will stick with us and continue to further 
push us to be the best we can be.”

While most incoming team members can agree that 
your first few weeks being on a team can be intimidating, they 

can also agree that the 
seniors have 
made them feel 
like family.

F i r s t 
entering the team 
during her fresh-
man year, Olivia 
Foote ’19 said 
that the relation-
ships she devel-
oped between 
certain seniors on 

the team have become 
stronger through time.

Foote said, 
“Although I started out 

looking up the seniors as more 
idols and inspiration than any-

thing else, as the seasons passed they became more and more like 
family. The way they were able to create such amazing relation-
ships with everyone on the team, and establish such a caring and 
enjoyable Community is irreplaceable and will always remain 
present with us.”
 

Baseball Team Strikes Out of Playoffs 

Seniors Cross the Finish Line
One Last Time

Tennis Team 
Sharpens Skills
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The girls track team bids farewell to the seniors.
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The varsity baseball team.


