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By Ainon Hia Kazol ’18, Ari Gonzalez ’18 and Kortni 
Chung ’18
In the interest of full disclosure, Ari Gonzalez is a member of the 
Wind Ensemble, and Kortni Chung is a member of both the Jazz 
Ensemble and Wind Ensemble. 

Singers and musicians’ talents blossomed at the Spring 
Concert on Tuesday night, May 23. Ms. Melissa Williams, Mr. 
Daniel Jordan, Ms. 
Robin Casalta, and 
Ms. Angelique Al-
exander helped the 
students put on a 
production to show-
case their skills for 
their peers, parents, 
and faculty members 
to enjoy.

To w a r d s 
the end of every 
school year, musi-
cians and singers 
from the band and 
the choirs prepare a 
few musical pieces 
to highlight the accomplishments 
they’ve made and how far they’ve 
come. 

Families, friends, students, and staff filed into the seats 
as Ms. Casalta’s Advanced Chorus warmed up on the bleachers. 
After match-pitching notes on the piano to get in key, the group 
opened the show with their rendition of the Star Spangled Ban-
ner.

The teamwork between Ms. Williams and Mr. Jordan 
allowed the 150 members of the Intermediate Band to learn how 
to play their instruments and how to read music in only nine 
months.

Members of the band expressed their emotions mo-
ments before the performance. Ezra Septimus ’20 said he was 
feeling a little nervous.

Mr. Jordan conducted the first piece called Low Rider, 

arranged by K. Lee. This was a familiar upbeat tune that had the 
audience clapping along. 

Their second selection was a rearrangement of the 
song Mambo from the Broadway musical West Side Story. It was 
entitled Big Mambo and was arranged by Timothy Loest.

A few of the musicians agreed that Big Mambo was 
their favorite musical arrangement to perform.

“I was excited to perform Big Mambo because it’s a 
very intense song that helps re-
veal all the skills we learned the 
past year,” said Shelly Gofstein 
’20.

Basit Ejaz ’20 said that 
Big Mambo sounded the best on 
stage.    
             “They’ve come a long 
way!” said Ms. Williams, “Nine 
months ago, everyone on stage 
was learning their first five 
notes on their instrument. Now, 

they’ve learned how 
to play three chal-

lenging pieces. Mr. Jordan and I are 
very proud of them.”

A student in the audience, 
Allison Louie ’20 said, “I’m here to 
finally see what the chorus has pre-
pared for us.”
           The Advanced Chorus  recently 
won a silver medal in the 2017 New 
York State School Music Association 
(NYSSMA) competition. Their first 
song was Cum Sancto Spiritu by Antonio Lotti, which translates 
to ‘With the Holy Spirit, In the glory of God the Father, Amen.’ 
Their second song was also sung in another language, entitled 
Je Ne Fus Jamais Si Aise, which was written by Pierre Certon. 

               The Advanced Chorus ended their performance with 
two more music selections, Take Me Home by Kevin Olusola and 
Drag Me Down by One Direction. 
                The Glee Club, advised by Ms. Casalta, performed Sing 
by Pentatonix and I See Fire by Ed Sheeran.
               “I was excited to perform I See Fire because although 
it’s a soft song, we sing it passionately,” said club member, Joyce 
Andria ’20.

 Another member of the club, Anecia Henry ’19 said, 
“I encourage students to join Glee because it gives the musical 
kids at our school an opportunity to do what they love and show 
their talent. It feels good because the achievements of the arts get 
to be acknowledged.”

 After their last song, the Jazz Ensemble began setting 
up for their performance. With the percussion and rhythm section 
on one side, a mix of brass and woodwinds on the other, and a 
piano player in between, the group was able to balance out their 
sound and blend into each other’s voices. Ms. Williams conduct-
ed the two pieces, starting with East St. Louis Toodle-oo arranged 

By Shakila Islam ’18 and Evelyn Perez ’18               
After a lot of hard work, new Arista/Archon members 

were initiated into the societies through the ceremony that was 
held on May 18 in the school auditorium.

Arista/Archon is a program for those who have done 
really well in school and who have helped 
out in the school community. Ms. Fannie 
Daniels, a guidance counselor, organizes the 
ceremony and determines who will be  the 
new members of Arista/Archon. There are 
different requirements for both Arista and 
Archon. To get into Arista, a junior must 
have an overall average of at least a 93. A 
senior must have at least a 90 overall av-
erage. Archon requires a sophomore or 
junior or senior to have at least 105 service 
credits. In addition, students must pass a 
character check.

“We send out a notice to the staff 
informing [them about] students who have 
met the requirements,” said Ms. Daniels. “If 
they feel [like the student’s] character [has a] 
flaw, that they shouldn’t be inducted into the 
society then they tell us. It doesn’t happen [a 
lot].”

392 students were selected to take part of the Archon/
Arista societies. Students who joined Arista/Archon for the first 
time had to pay a one-time membership fee of $10. The money is 
used to cover the expenses of the ceremony.

Maham Qureshi ’18, a new member of 
Arista/Archon, said, “I was super excited that I 
got into the Arista/Archon program. I’m looking forward to the 

ceremony.”
            The ceremony started with the students making their 
entrance, followed by the pledge and the national anthem. The 
national anthem was sung by Josephine Mammoliti ’18.

During the ceremony, the leaders of the graduating 
class 
gave 

their 
o w n 

speeches. They also lit the candles 
for the three pillars of the societies, 

which are scholarship, service, and character.
Clifford Young ’17 said during his speech, “You’ve 

joined the community of leaders that I mentioned earlier. Wheth-
er you’re in Archon, Arista, or both organizations, you’re big-
ger than the grades and you’re bigger than the amount of service 
hours.”

New members received pins. However, due to the way 
that the students lined up, everyone received the Arista and the 

Archon pin. Students will not be required to return the pins that 
they were not supposed to receive.

The 2018 leaders were announced. They are Brendan 
Mcerlaine ’18, Albina Kukic ’18, Selena Tan ’18, Shawal Malik 
’18, Joyce Chen ’18, and Stacy Miller ’18.

In addition, Sabrina Slutsky ’17 an-
nounced the names of the members who attended 
the ceremony.

The ceremony lasted an hour. Students were re-
quired to dress in black and white for the occasion. Accord-
ing to Ms. Daniels, she found out that it has always been 
a black and white event. Refreshments were served after 
the ceremony. Water, cookies and brownies were served to the 
students, families, and friends.

Students in the Arista/Archon program gave their opin-
ions on the program and ceremony.                             

“The program is a great way to show those students 
that have achieved more for their grades,” said Qureshi. “It’s also 
a great achievement as those in Arista Archon to put on our col-
lege applications.”
            Israt Islam ’18 said, “I applied to Arista Archon be-
cause I was in Arista in middle school and I remember how fun 
the ceremony was.  I also knew it looked good on our college 
application so that’s a plus.”

Noran Abo-Donia ’18 attended the ceremony.
            “I thought the ceremony was really nice. It acknowl-
edged the efforts of the students who have worked really hard 
when it came to grades and community involvement. It appreci-
ated our efforts and allowed us to celebrate with our friends and 
family,” said Abo-Donia.

Ms. Casalta's chorus performing.

Melodies Welcome End of Year at Spring Concert

Arista/Archon Ceremony Rewards Hard Work
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Jazz Band takes front and center. 
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The senior Arista/Archon leaders.


